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CHAIRMAN'S LEITER 
Despite the world's troubles during 1992, including the 

economic ones which have caused the value of vintage 
automobiles to decline a long with impressionisr paintings 
and Georgian silver, most of our members have continued 
to reap great pleasure from using their rolling (if not 
liquid) assets. I base rhis statement on the fact that our 
Club's events in 1992 h ave for the most part been as well 
a t tended as ever. A ll rhese events are described elsewhere 
in this issue and a reading of these accoun ts will show that 
there has been no recession in enjoyment of them. Since 
economic forecasts for 1993 a re little brighter, I suggest 
chat even more of you partake of the friendship and 
cameraderie of the events your Commirree has in store 
for you. 

Having issued the above invitation, I musr at once 
partia lly withdraw it (apart from the 60 or so members 
signed up for it). I am referrin g co rhe forthcoming Alpine 
93 ra lly to commemorate the 80th anniversary of the 1913 
contest which put Ro lls-Royce firmly on the international 
map. This event h as been fu lly subscribed for more rhan a 
yea r and unless there are late cancellations you will have 
to get your pleasure from our other activities or from the 
film and book which are planned for the A lpine event. In 
my le tter last year I paid rribure to our H onorary Secretary 
John Kennedy's valiant work in organising this event, and 
I can say ch at in rhe ensuing year John and Rae have made 
numerous trips to the A lpine region to ensure rhar 
everything goes smoothly nexr summer. W ith up to 60 
Silver Ghosts expected, this will be one of rhe biggest C lub 
events since the 1967 G oodwood Rally which our C lub 
shared wirh rhe Rolls-Royce Enth usiasts Club. 

Since a large proportion of our members belong to both 
clubs, most of you will know char in ea rly Seprember 1992, 
the Sir Henry Royce Memorial Foundation opened the 
Hon. Charles Rolls Wing at its headquarters in 
Paulerspury, Northamptonshire. ln support of this very 
worthwhile endeavour, the 20-Ghost Club presented a 
handsome two foot high model of the Spirit of Ecstasy, 
suitably inscribed, and we have been cold that it will grace 
a prominent spot in the handsome new building. 

C lub membership tends to be stable or grow slighdy 
from year to year, but in 1992 we had, for us, a banner crop 
of new members, many from abroad. This is la rgely as a 
result of the participation of a few of our members in 
recent tours in the United States , Australia and New 
Zealand , wh ere rhey were able to spread the gospel about 
the deligh ts of membership of our Club. 

I close by record ing the dearh last spring of Cecil 
C hapman, a long t ime member of the C lub , who also 
served for a n umber of yea rs on rhe Committee as 
Honorary Treasurer. In addition to pa rticipating in h is 
1932 20/25 in most of our overseas trips over many years, 
he went as my guest in our PII co Japan in 1979.1 am happy 
to say rhat his car continues to be in the C lub in the 
possession of his son Richard. 

May all of you enjoy the companionship of the Club and 
the satisfaction of driving yo ur splendid old Rolls-Royce 
motor cars during 1993. 

Lynn Brua 

AGM & ANNUAL DINNER 
Londo n C hartcrhouse - 24 Ja n ua ry 199 2 

For the second yc.ir in ~ucccs,1nn, the· hi storic bu ild­
ing. of the old Londnn C harrcrh,,u,c• ,wr,· rhe ,·cnuc for 
A nnu.11 Winter Dinner :m,1 ACM .,f I he 20-Ghrn,I Club. 

, ome 'iO mcmher, pn.:,cnt rc ncwcd ,ilJ ac4uaintance, 
111 the pre-dinner ,c,sion hcforc the l\lrmnl meeting scs­
ion . ll'hcre lhc exiHing cummntec. al l present except fnr 

Lm·J Elgin, \\'e re a ll unanimnusly n:-clcctc·d for a further 
term. The re,·ist,m c,1 the Cluh Rub,, having pre\'lously 
been c ircu la ted ,m d discu,s,·d ll'ith mcmhers, 11·crc lhcn 
ar r ron·d unani tn\lU,ly. Appro\',11 ll'a, :i l,o gi\'\: n rl,r Lhc 
committee ro rai,c 1he ,ub,uipt1um tp l:Z-j when they 
deemed necessary, :ilrhout:h by a c\1111htnmi1111 ol increased 
member,,h ip and 1,:uod hou,ckccping, it was <tatcd rh,1r 
1 his would nut be happening ,luring the current yc;1r. 

Funher discussion on 1hc r lanncd events fo r 1992 and 
beyond then followe,l, plus appnw,d uf a request fo r a 
bran ch co be c)pened in Ausrr;ilia . due ro the sr r,mg 
d<.'mand and suhtantia l inc rc:is.- 111 mcmht:r, from there. 

\)Vich rhc formalities nvcr, rhc g:1rht:r111g a,lj.,urncd to 
rhc f111c o lJ hall for dinne r, wtt h thi: table, decurntcd a:, 
u,ual hy the iinc <.:ol leclion ol Lruph ic,, :,omc ,)f which 
had, plea:,int4I\, been won by newcr member,. 

Afrcr a splendid meal and cnJnyahlc even ing, rhc 
evening came to an end wtth memhn, dispersing o ur 
rhmugh the old cnurryard mrn the qu iet , t rct:t, .if ,, very 
mild wmtcr's cvcnmg. 

O 11r thanb ,1g:11n to C:livc C:>1 rt cr lor orµa n bi nis lhc 
cven l. 



ON THE RECORD 

The year in rev iew hns hccn <l1ffercm in its fcxus fro m 
chLre which wenr b.:fore it. For chose wi1 h a c:ir 10 re,1ure 

,>r prepare. with the deadline of the Alpmc swrring to 

loom on th e ho rimn, motoring has sometimes haJ to take 
,1 hack scat 111 !a,·our <if the 1993 requirement,. Fm those 

unaffected by the Alpine, there haw been ,I g,llxl sdcc­

tion of events m c lu<ling a Fre nch Tour. And fo r t h e 

expanding A u,tralian Chcipter. the first of wh,tt i~ ho ped 

to he man y successful events wa~ st.iged . 
The econo m ic sttua t ion has kcpc the m,1rkN very qu iet 

:ind res.1lc: prices a re st ill soft. The ha, the cffcct 1,f m:1king 
it ,trrrnc1ive for the genu ine enthusiast r,> enter t he mar­

ket with litt le competition from the spccularnr. It w<1u ld 

.ippcar that ,1 lrhough such an nn irnal m:iy n1>t h ave ever 
gon e for gooJ, it nwy he a l,mg time hcfor(' he cau,e, hig 

problems in the ,,Id Glr industry. 
One different effect that may l-,c fc·lr, howevcr, i~ the 

foct that I h e marker is now hack in ,1 , it11:tt ion where 

money spent on overhaul and resrorat ion can no1 necc,­

~anly 1-,e recouped hy fl c tmunensurmc mcrea,c 111 till! ~ale 
value nf the car. This has ha,I litde efkct 111 our pan lli 
the industry so iar; many resrnrarion pn1jl.'Lb w(!rc alrc,1cly 

c01nm i1 ted; many people who enrerc,I for rhc Alpine 
needed rn get their cars ready 1-,y ,1 deadlin1:, and m hn, 

who use their cars a Im al,u had been pbnning fur maj,)r 

\\'ork to he do ne . But there Sel.'lll> reaSLll1 to s11, p1:c1 that 

some ' hask\'I ca,e,' o r o t h er m:>J<>r re ,Lllrat ion~ of ca r, 

wh ich could he nice an<l u,able bm of n n part 11..uh1r exN­
ic mcri1 may lll) W rem,1111 u11rcadied for t he n1ad or he 

inure valual-,lc a, parts o nly, thus remov111g a110Lhcr pnrcn-

1 i,il c;ir frnm t h e lt.sr (Ii ~urvivors . A pity, h 111 ma ybe 

incvirahle. A result of this cou ld he a , hake up oi rhos1· in 
Lhe n:storat inn indu, try, for char is wh:11 it 1, t he, 1: days. 

While thi, may o nly caw,I.' 1 hc cowbu ys to gn ro I h e wall , 
a major rl.'ducriun in rhe :1v;11 l:ihili11· ,,f the gockl re,rorer, 

C<ll1ld he ,1 problem for us all. Perhaps on ly I he mo re ~1rdi ­

rn1ry mar4ues will be affected. We \\'ill nee,I rn wa il and 

sec hut rhc wait may no r be t,1,, l,mg. 
On the A !pine 91 from, t he realis,m on, a, the year 

pmgre,seJ , cha r the countdown t,> rhe event wa, now 

month~, rnther Lhan years, has helped tu CLlncenrrarc rh e 

mind somewhat, parricubrly when there' b hoth an event 
ro organise (or m leasr keep on cour,e) as well a, ..t major 

restoration project LO finish. A year ago it ,eemed char the 
Radley Ghost (2260E) would be finished ,mm:t ime <luring 

1992. But furth er research during the year h:1s hnn1ght 

more dernib to light a nd the , liscovery u f w me furthe r 

ph mographs of the c;ir has necess itated rhe search for 

mort' dernilcd items to ensure rh aL thc final rcswr:ll'lnn 
will be identic.il in <letail cu th e o n ginal of 80 ycar, aµo. 
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T he un i4ue priming an,1 c:irhurector tl,x,dint: device, 

have !,cen among the man y item, 1 hat t11<1k ,t large 

amount nf research time. Information for the.,e ha, c ,1111c 

from a variety o f sources. The fi r,t of rh,·,e ,1:1, t h e 

R1hliorhek in V ienna, source of many imere~ting item,, 
phocographs and frtcts on the Alpenfahn. The ,1rt iclc.: that 

descriheJ ~ome of che technical ' joke,' on varinu~ A lpi ne 

ca rs. showed the operatio n of the Roll,-Roycc Carhurercur 
Floo<ling De\' iCe and rhc RaJ iacor Exrcmin n T 11!-,e, which 

was not a Ro lls-Royce invention at all , h111 was u,cd first 

hy Fiat in the 19 12 Alpenfohn then takt:n up hy 111 ,1ny llf' 
the manufocwrer rhe following year. A rr,m, lariu n 11( rh" 

:irric lc i, p ubl ished in th is issut:. My rhanb 10 J11 h n 
A ltmann for this , wh ich was :1 grea t h e lp d 11 rmg t h e 

resturat iun of 2260E. 
Further rcs.::arch in the a rch ive, a t th ,· H11111 H ou,e 

1:-roughc to light some of th e o riginal drawi ngs and rhe,e, 
together with the di covery o t a l\11 4 S1 h ·c r G hn tin 

America that is still fitted with a ver, io n ut' rhe floodi ng 

Jev1ce have cn.iblcd rhc correct mec ha1m111 t<l he ftrtcd 
o n to 2260E o nce agam. Very ;,a risiying, hut the t in1'· 

taken to gee a ll rhese details righr make, me t:l:itl rh,11 rhe 

Jca<lline is June l993 after a ll. Even rh,11 \\i ll he c,1ugh 

en ough to meet! 

1 he Cm-lnmttwr Flnm Cluunbc!r l1J shvu·mJ! rht• -.;(>t.•.-i..il /looclm~ f,·n .. 'f u~d 11n 
the Al/>11h! 1..an du11 allou ~d cutn.•mum u•1t.huui o[k.'fU/1~ the.> h111mt·r 

As regar<ls the A lpi ne cvcnr ir,clf, I he nH>,t impL1rtanr 

piece of rourc news i, chat the S lovene,, ,tware u f the 

grc,1t a,,_,et they have in rhe Lu1bl P.1ss, ha,·c now derb red 

it a Technical Monumem ;ind pl,111 ro resture it w be (>pen 

for u ur use next July. The mad ha; been ck,sr,1 

for a hou t 30 yc',HS and will ,-venr11a lly he 
re,Lored to the orig inal ,rate it wa, 111 during 

the Llriginal A lpenf,1hrr ,·,·eni- Imm 1911 10 

l9l -t . We have a fu ll day a lloc1red to u,i ng 

th" great mount,iin rrn1,l \\'ith 11, ":,·ere gr.idi-

1.'lll.,. ti1du hairpin, and ,ecm inl!I\' <.'ndk.,., c :111 -

111,·eaux (drai nage ~11 ll ie,) ,111 th<.' de~u:111 un 

the Austrian ~ide. 

Airer rhc rrouhle, 111 1991, "hen it " '•" n(lt 
pn ,ihlc ro µo intc1 rhc new ,t,trc., , it' ::;111,·L·nia 

llr C rll..tri:1, ,1 l111u,t th,· entire rnure ha, h,·cn 

traversed t\\'ice durn1g 1992. Thb 111 cl11ded 
the S l,ivenia scctium a nd the' ,m,111 ~ecti, in 

,rn1th ni Tnc,1e ,111 the l,1 ri a11 l'Cl1in,uli1 in 

I ln·acska (Cro,1t ia), in ;111 arc.i mcrr 1t'i1lly ,<1111• 

p lc te ly free frrn11 Ll,c c.:thniL llm1hk-, pl.1guing 
n t her part, of t he forn1t· r Y11gu,l:ivi :1 - ln111 • 

dred, of kilometres further ca,t. 

For rhc m·cra ll nnllc.:. fina l t: hc.:cking fur 

the year was cnmplcted in Oc:whcr. A lrt•:1dy 

I he s11m1· line wa, J c,wn bel\111' 2000 111.:rrc, 

TJ1,• Petrol Pnml·r Cut~ mttd for (Old ~tallnl.(! and 1hc1 ud1a1.e111 ( >1lt·r )!» d11. Clutch Tnm1111111 Tl1i.~ m11tJlh.' 

di..·111..I.! htb ~wvc,J td1h thL· rnr sinn• llt'U'. 

;md there \\'as ,nmv on rhe P<1rclot P:ts, (22 Nm). Thrcc 
day, aftcr cm,sinl! rhe Dnlumitt·,. rhne \\'.1, hen,·y ,no\\' 

d<>\\'n r,, 500m and the I'"""' \\ere ,hu1 h\ the earlic,t 
\\'inrer falls for dec,1,k,. 

The drnll mule d1,cumc111 1, n,1w cumpktl' an,1 a Hnal 

niute check ll'ill he c,trried ,111t 11L'X t :-ipring, pnw1,k-. l d1l' 
he.i, \ ,now has th ,rned ,ufltLiently 111 permit th1. rn,1,I, r,, 

rc-npen . 

For t ho,e II ho,e car, were .i lrc:idy prl'parc.:d and ready 

hy I 992, there 1,·ere a couple of , hnncc< co tc'St h1rh rhc 

car and , lri\'l!t on ><•Ille denrnndtng hill roaJ,. First \\'as the 
1'c\\ Ze,1l.111d 1,n1r ,1fter the P.111 l'aufic r.illy, \\'h1ch two l•f 

rhc S1h-cr Gh,,,r, fr,1m b1gl,ind participated in . Then 

Lhere ll'a, the Cumhnan Dri,·ing \Xll'ekend in May, ;1LLl'nd­

eJ hy ne,irly tll'L'l11\' <>I rill' S iln·r C,hmrs wh1d1 will he 
,!riving thl' /\I pine rnutc a year later. l'>nth the cvcnrs ,m· 

re1'orted rn> i11 1hi, i»uc in ,<1111e detail. 

N,ir t<> h· rnird,me, tlw A11strali:111 C:haptcr .irc 

organ i;,111g ,111 .-\u,trn linn A lpine r.1lly 111 1'1,t rch, 
ju,r in 11111c f<1r fin.ii ,1d ju,1111ent~ (l>r engine 

rebuilds) :' h,·for,· l<1a,li11g inm n 111 r:1111cr, f,1r 

the ln ng journe\ 11., Eurnpc . W,· n-n,· 

,lc ligh1 e,I 1,1 he in Mclb,,111'11c in Mard1 

f< )I' the 111 :tul,!ur.>ci1m <1f rhe Ausrr:il i~n 

Clnq,Lc.: r 111' th.: 20-vho,t C lub. Our 
1hanb 1,1 :111 those presen t , e,pe.:i,dly 

the Altm,tnm. ti,r rl1,·1r hospir:d iry, p lus 

1 he c hance 1,1 try John\ S ilver v lwst. 
Thi' A lpinl' event , ,1,m 10 he c,m1111c111 -

o rnted wa, nt1t the ,mly ~ ilv.:r l,h,,,,r h i!.!h-

11.i.:ht of 1913. Ju,1 d,11, hclore 1he Alpenfohrt, 

R,11l,-Rnyc,· '"'n 1he Sr,111 i,h (,rand Pn,. An 
Prtl!inal a<:cllunt nf thi, triumph i, include,! 111 

eh" 1,,uc. Eric P l:11tord, \\'ho La111c thirJ in th1, 
c,·l'nt, rhcn cnml' l)\'1..•r fl) V,t~nn:1 Jll~r 111 t11n~ fl1r 

the Alpentahn. Pcrhap, th i, i, :111,11hc.:r c,-cnr wmrhy 

,,i a re-en,icmwnt. 

Fi1rnll1, tn .1II car 11\\ner,, wherh e r cc1111 1ng ,m rhc 
,'\!pine or 1101, m,-l} 1993 l,c ,1 1c.1r f,,r u~ing .ind enJ,)ying 

, ,u r f111e m,,rur c,1r,. 

}11/rn L. K('1m~d:, 



Technische Witze an den Alpenwagen 
Von Alexander Nicklitschek 

Source: Allgemeine Aucomobil-Zeirung, Wein 13 Juli 1913. 

Translated lry John Alcmann 

"The translation is quite difficulc due w the idiotic phrasing and old fashioned German used in che publication together with never 
ending sentences. The cranslation is therefore as correcc as possible so that it retains the German way of expressing something as 
complicaced as possible when ic could be said more simply. The outcome is 1ha1 some of the sentences are awful but this is what the 
Germans like and i:_veryone thinks how clever they are." 

Only minor changes have been made co the Altmann translation to remove possible ambiguities. 

Technical Jokes on the Alpine Cars. 

By Alexander Nicklitschek 

As at most automobile sport events and test drives 
at the present t ime, the main purpose of the 
Austrian Alpenfahrt is to test in severe conditions 
the performance efficiency of modem touring cars 
and of all their components, but also to ban special 
constructions which in any way show up a detail at 
the expense of general usage. In spite of this, one can 
see a small number of improvements and 

criQ, I. ltiib[crocrld>lul) bcr 1loll1• 1lO\!C<•Wlagcn. 

adaptations on the Alpine cars. However, these 
additions are not important changes in the 
construction and working of the whole machine, 
they are on ly serving to help to ease the most difficult 
proposition and to knock the top off and outwit the 
control book in a constructive way. 1r is nor the 
worry of failure of an important part which was the 
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aim of the designers to make the alterations but the 
will to preven t the" treachery of the object" of which 
automobilists and in particular Alpine drivers can 
tell much . (In other words, to prevent some of the 
awkward rules of the event from causing the contestants 
to lose points or be disqualified on a technicality.) 

In the previous year, when the harde'r ru les and 
rhe more difficult tour of the A lpine rally gave some 

/ 

0i9. 2. ltGblcrocrl.bluO bclm ,.Scat"•'llijlag,n bn berm &)l1111onh , 

drivers the horrors, one could find some of the 
"techn ical jokes" in all combinations and details. 
Today, when most of the drivers are aware of the 
difficulties of the driving route and the heavy 
proposition , one could notice only few but 
apparently practical executions. For the 
correctiveness of th is proposition is the realisation 

that some new adaptions from the previous year 
were adopted on this year's Alpine cars and are seen 
in different variations. 

There is for example the "famous" Fiat 
"Sugarcone" which today is seen on nearly all the 
cars from the factory, but firstly on the Fiat team of 
the Alpenfahrt from 1912. The aforesaid 
"Sugarcone" is a h igh cone shaped cooling water 
cower which takes in the lengthened exhaust steam 
pipe. Through this higher position obtained by the 
exhaust steam pipe in this construction , it prevents 
the cooling water being carried away with the excess 
steam. Today the cars of the Rolls-Royce team and 
the Horch team as well as the Scat car of Mr Piwonka 
display lengthened radiator caps. (Diagrams 1-3) 

Of the different pull arrangements to operate the 
carburettor floats, we show here the interesting 
details of the Rolls-Royce car (Diagram 4 ). In the 
hollow of the spring of the right front wheel is fixed a 
pull handle (Z) which is connected with a wirepull to 
rhe float. New also is the fixing of the horn on the 
spring support. Generally one could find many 
interesting details on this car which appear strange 
at first glance but they testified co the practical 
mindedness of the English. 
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The demand of the proposers for a speedometer 
for instance is nor as resolved as is usual by fixing to 
the firewall but is screwed to the right windscreen 
support, to enable the driver to always control the 
speed without turning his head. The speedometer 
also shows detail rarely seen locally. As the diagram 
makes apparent (Diagram 5), displays of three 
vertical dials, one on top of the other, the uppermost 

l}i3. 6. ~ cl>omctcr kr 11oli.. 
11 O'IC C-lllla f CII • 

A= Utr, 
e = lro~omctufr•I•, 
c =- 3 i lfcrbh l l bet e,lfl•aa•· 

10, lt<t. 
D = ,9clon fQr bit 1urlldadc9lc 

6 trcdt, 
O = Qlc[unllc1flu•e•1ciarr, 
r = ,9r~ntcl!lloDIClt<jCIRcr fUr bic 

1u rllcf9clratr E trccfc, 
E = IIIUcf~cltlnopf. 

(A) is a normal dial of a clock, the middle one (B) is 
the scale of the speedometer, calibrated in 
kilometers and English miles per hour. T he lowest 
part of the apparatus consists of a kilometer counter 
which not only shows the total performance on the 
small numberscale (G) but the big hand (D) which 
can be connected with a push on the button (E) to 
the counter, and shows the distance travelled from a 
fixed time started on its scale. The small hand (F) 
shows the tenth kilometer of this distance. In 
turning the button (E) all the hands can be returned 
to zero-position. 

One can therefore read off the scale of these 
instruments at a definite point of time the distance 
travelled and, if one is not adverse to a little 
calculation one can work out the average distance 
covered in an hour. 



7HE A UTOCAR ,June 28th, 19 / 3 . I.Jlfr 

The Spanish Grand Prix. 
A British Victory 1n this Road Race for Fully F.q&aipped Touring Cara. 

F]l{~T and 11,inl pl;wes were secured b;• 7<.olls ­
Rui,·•! i.:a rs in the Spanish Gran<l P ri~ R ace 
whidt w;i, hd,1 u, L' ' a most ilitlin dt course o f 

tL! n1 ilc~ nil J u11~ 1 5th. T he sc-n 11:<l car was a 
t.orrai11c• l l ic trid1 . 

Tiu: curnplPI c list uf <·rll rie, and 
l few <,1lhl·r pan ic-utu:,. \\' C.: re ~he11 

111 Thr . l 11fo ro ,· o f the 1-1- t h i11, 1. 
lhrl of a total ,·n ori .. r lWCl\1 1, 

,-1:H•11tcr 11 ~ra ncd and c..•lt·\<·11 
:111i,hL•d. T he re were..· rn1l' 11 r 1,,0 

,!:..:ht :wci, lt·r~1~. wh id1 t'< •ll~i1k·ri•.;; 
:li" diliit·lilr- ara..l in [•1,11 t•:-- ,-., mh:_. 
•,1,,:11 da11gc,_·1:.pth- 11,1t urc 1,t 1!tc 

ur--l i~ nut , o rpri~i11~. 1,u t f1>1 111 . 

· 11rly 11u1uuh ,, a~ ~eri11u!-- k hu n. 
~t.::il , who ,~·. iuld h:n'l' d rl, c•11 ~1 
"1111l•l'.1lll . , \ :i~ i11 j11r<'d \\liil~t 1•r:1:· 

, , 11~ . • 111• I l ie wa , <•nc C1( the ll 1r<'P 

• 111-,1;:rl t· 1~ . .\Ian ~ c, :m1 1l.1i111~ 
q •11 · 111.1 ,lr th at f•lr ~n nl<' 11 n k un•:, 11 
\ ,I'- 111 1111.; m1 ulc111 h i;.:h 'Ja·. d 
-~11:,· •.,.1s h.11 1div.1p p(·d ,111f:1irl \' . 

1111: rl' \L t , a mi11im11m ,\ l'ight l n r 
1d1 1 .lr .wrun li11g: co i i~ h n r'iC' 

\\11, ;11ul the J.1 11 e r w :1 ... a rri , t·d 

d usion that the race must become a n a nnual a lfair. 
T he .:oursE: was a most clill\cult aml tryi,:g 0 11<·, 

e m hra r ing as it tlitl the G uatlarrama Mr:unlains, which 
had 1,, I ,e negot iated twice on each of the three l'ir­
n1i1-.. 0 1wc r~.uml 1he <.:ourse was 64 miles, :11~d l s 

· !,, .1 l" rn111 b wh ich ind11d e,l the 
,, Ill. If Ilic e11gi11c ~If ii... lll.1,i. 

1111m p11w(·r. .-\~ a rc~ult of th is 

11 111.:w of the couru cv:, thr Gu.2.darrama Moania.ina approathint Madrid. 
Tiu< i1111slration ,Ji,,.,. th• hilly and for/,iddint natArt o/ lh• c,,Antry lhrauth whi<h 

~ rtl« 1PfZI run. 

T allu,t. fu r in~ta1we
1 

w a!\ 
1 ,·r,·l1 h:11ulica p pc-d. a , i, h ad 1,1 

1rr, 11c•.1rh· .1 -. much as t'ad, o f llw 
1:.,Jl, . I{, ,y,.; .. ,·., rs. Tlw H is pan, ,. 

""''·'· \ \ t• le:trn. " ,,, tl<J l cntcrt"• I 
.,·.,use .,f thi, liandi,·a p. 
Thrre is 1•\'ery ind i, a t ion u r t h, · 

~i-nt assum ing g:reatt. .. ·r impo rta.nn· 
·\I 1.·.,r. J.111 in m :111)' qu:1rte rs it 

,. '" ' nt.·d rh:11 th e formu la m u~l 
'""l n·rtainly he a lre n ·d l,d ure tl"· 
,·, t r.1cc if it is to 1,c .1 su<Tt<S, . 
!"he King of Spa in. who was pre·· 
will, t1 1o k a great inl t•r t'St i n nil 1b~• 
j1lr ,l'('Vd i11~,. :tnd .,;t:\t1·d J.t th e l..'.'0 11 · 

I 

l _ 
-----, 

Thr 1,immit of lh• Alto di l, ,on Pa,, {-1,980 /•d. abavt ,ta /n,rl), whtrt a ronlrol 
slalfon wo, tolabll,htu. 
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t hi s w:is co ,·e re,1 t hree times the 
iura l ,lis::mce was 192 mile.s . Hei:d s 
and sha rp ("urncrs we re the ruh.·, 
the only sa tisfacto ry f,·a lure from 1hc 
t·omperitors ' pnin1 or ,·icw bc i11~ 
rhe roa<l surfon·. which o n rh,· 
" hole II as ,·e ry i;110< l. 011c or the 
as.-ents of the I ;uad arrama :\10 1111-
1:tins ( a l the :\ava,·e rrnda P ass) 
meant climl,ing 1,886 ft-et in a dis• 
t :11a ·e o r e ight miles. and the s,·c-""' l 
d imlo me;tnt ris ing ~.~60 f1·1:l in 10), 
miles . .-\dJed 111 this, the heat w:is 
tc-rri lic. as when the race ,tarted :,1 
10 a m. it was alrcad \' C)o0 i 11 t l1c 

:,;h:-?clc; no 1wi1hs tt111di::i this. t \' rr :-. 
:1 p pel r to ha,·l · g i\'e ll n ,111p.1ratin.:ly 
n·ry litt le tn:uloh-. 

Compe titors h a,l t o ilri, c fnlh· 
C'Cj llippeJ fcur-st•:o tr tl lt:nring ,·,H, 
"irh hnod , lamps, :1nJ t1n1 •1':i r,· 
tncs. All h·i:111\'l, were •<'a l<'tl he•• 
l'u re the race, the p,·tr,,t n uried 
being p rc ,·inusly mc:asnrcd . Xu 
cooling wah·r r o nJ,l Le :iildt'tl ln 

the radiator when 11n.-c t he r:1n · 
h~,d lil"l,! ll1l, ns a cu nse<Jncnrc f I 
which . . ,ft.-r diml ,ing ;11 full , pc·t·d 
such )f." nr:thy ~ radic11U iu ,uf'h ,1 

hc;i t . 1; \'C'rh ealt'd engines Wl'." rc ,·<· 1, 
c o111111n n. :in,! llt)l mu re lha11 hall ,1 
~a llon of wate r remained in the 
rnd ia lor and pipes of one c-.ir whi, h 
linishc<l the course. 

T he Talbot a p pe:ir~ _tr: h:l\'C ,lone 
.-~rnarka\,ly wt:11 , in • (Jite of bcin~ 

, ,s~ 
Th, ,)'pa11;•.1, Grand l'n.c. 
su sl'vcrcl1• h:t1 11 li,· ·:l' l'etl , until it had tn re tire 0 11 in;; 
to enginii lul,,,· 1·.1ti11n t rnuli l,•. T he litt l,• H 11mhn 
n •urt.'tl owing. 11 is statt·d, 111 11ne o f t he 11·h,•L•ls_ l ,c. 
,·om ing luOS<,. t hough this rt:ason hardly seems crcd1l,I..-. 

T he fo li o" in~ was th e order of linishing and rh~ 
times nr the c.tr~ 1h.1t n.1mplc tn l t he w tal dis1.1n,·,· 11f 
19 z m iles , 

T ime. 
D rin•r :J ut.I cn r . Ii. Ill. e. 

D Cad•>• de Sa l•ma.,11•" (Holts Uny~• ) 3 34 12 
. \Jar~uc.o d e Au lcm·ia (Lorra iue-Dielri• hl . . . 3 3i 4 
n. 1'ric P h,t fnrtl (Hull•- Hnyce) . 3 39 56 
~lar<1 11e• de Ug,•ua Th. Sch11e11l,r) 4 7 51 
1 ·outle de Iii l'ut illn P l iuen·aJ ... 4 8 22 
~larque, de l'~e,1rln (T h. Schueide,·) 4 7 51 
l 'oude de la l'util la P l i11ei·,·u) . .. 4 8 22 
Jl. Angel 8 anlibann (Pn11ltard) 4 18 19 
lln~ue de Zur•Koza (~J.,, c .. d e.) 4 19 57 
D. J. Roma11 ~l a11zonR (Opd ) 4 55 42 
Jl. ,Juan t: . 0.-am, tflelR1111•y-U..ll1•villt) ... 5 2 26 

The time, do n11t in..tude the periods occupied in 
tra\'ersing the ne utralised p ortions of the course ; as 
t he clistanr c of t hese ~nntrols is u11kno\\'n , it is impos­
s ihle to gi" c th e n, ·c ra:,:e sp eed s . 

The d ri,·c-r (P l:t tforol) nf the t hi rd c nr is 
man. and will he rc,·ugnised hy many nf 
as the driver d , 11 ,c 11f th e R 11ll , . l{," .·e 
famm1s ~ .ooo rn il,·~ I ri, I u ( , 908. · 

an E nglish • 
•Jur read e rs 
,·Hs i:1 t h e 

THE A UTOCA R June 1;;,1,, ! 'J I J . 

T he rn lluwing ta l,le s hows thr ('11,;1nc ,ii,·, .. 1 ,1,.. 
, ·;1 rs en.te rcel. togethe r wit h the 1mmbcr .,1 rnni1111 , .. 

<:I t he e ngines at th e ir maximum IJ.h. p. .\ , ,,1 11 •• ,,,, 

menrionc<l, this w.1s taken lnto :tt'(·nunt in dt·ll·rn1111i11 
rite lo atl tu l,e <:arriet! l,y caeh •·a r, aml io !'ll',.,·d , 1.: 
h ard!~· npo11 the hi;:h sp-::c J c :·:·• . . ~ ; : 

'I ., 111.E ~HOW I S I; J-~'.S"GI~•: ~11.r.~ or l'.\RS E, "• ll •'U lo., 11 1 

til'A~ l s H G 1u:s u J ' RIX H.u ·•:. 
~ o . ~ o. Doi, 1:.1•. ) t ,, 

11i l";\f • ,1ake. o f c~·I• . a nd sl ro~e rn.,,. lq 1 
1. Sunb<>am 4 80 X 148,;, 2.4Cu 
2 . Th. &:h neider 4 "' 110 x l tiC l.&}1 .,. Holls -Roycc 6 .. 114 X 1~1 1.8'' 
4. Excelsior 6 85 X 13() 1.811) 
5. H umber 4 75 xlW ... ~.WJ 
6, T alho L 4 101.Sx 140 3.COO 
7.· Mercedea 4 l OO ,: 130 I :.tU 
8. P a n hard 4 1()() X [40 I.Ii(() 
9 . Opd 4 90 X 135 1.500 

10. IJclauna\'· D, 11 .. vitle . .. 6 8J x l :0 .. l.i11: 
11 . Pauharl 4 100 X 140 LOCO 
14. 1..orrainP-D it' t rid, " 4 125 x lbl' I .r.o 
15. S.t'. A.H. 4 85 X 140 2.00) 
16. lt " lls-1-tnyc:e 6 114 X 121 l.l:ioo 
17. lle Uion 8 94 X 140 1.fMJ 
18. IJe Uiun 8 75 X J;Q 1.6':0 
19. llt Dion 4 100 X 140 l.7()'J 
00. Min('r\"a 4 ... 124 X 15~ I .LOO 

~ OS. 1. 4 . and 15 were non-sta r t e rs. 

On lh• ltfj Don Carlo, dt Salamanca, lht winnir of 1/tt Spani•h Grand Prix, pa,srng over the Alto di Lton Pass 111 "" •econo/ 
:irruit on hi• Rolls-Roye, car. On lh• right tht Rolll-Royc, No. J, driven by Mr. G. E. Pia/ford inlo third plact. ov,rta,\in£ 

tht Srhntidtr No. 2 al a poinl about 160 yard• be/o,.. reaching the AUo di Leon Pou ronlrol station. 

(From Al(gem,in< Awoornolnl-Z,uung 
V tLnna - 19 Jun, 1913) 

~ ITRI~ 
ROLLS-ROYCE 

Der beste Wagen der Welt 
Preise der Wagen {loko London): 

~:~,:~:•:~;;:~"' L 9M. 0 0 K 21 M O j !.i;;~;;,:"~:~u:' : ! :~ ~-I~.: : ~:!!: 
, Ttpe Lo,,ikw u .. .,,.,,,., .. F 1087 10.0 K 2 6.100 f.un.:il,-· o J" 1240 0 .0 K 20.760 
Tt1rp,-!!o l"tla•••~,. ea. f 112~. 0.0 K 27.000 lJOO:JO:JCC000 0000:::lOO:::lr.lCQClJ00UUC.0C 

General -Reprasentanz fur Oesterreich - Ungarn: 
Wien. J. T eg,11hoffstra~• Nr. 4, 
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SYON PARK DRIVING TESTS 
Sunday 5 April 1992 

This year's venue proved to be an excellenr choice by 
Brian Wooccon, spurred on by the news thac che Motor 
Museum in che park was due to move north. The weather 
was kind, so the Paddock, or racher, in this eighceench 
cencury context, Grove, behind the Museum building 
provided an unusual, but nevertheless agreeable grass and 
rree course in a rural location in the heart of the western 
suburbs of London. Syon had everything for the 
enthusiasc - and for his passengers and family coo. 

The Museum h;is a varied, even curious, selection of 
machinery, including a handsome formal 20 hp, some 
significant and some expansive Edwardians and even 
some evocative 1960's classics. An excellent re-creation 
of a local village garage, not far removed from the 
blacksmith's shop, was a powerfully evocative reminder of 
hammer-and-screwdriver maintenance and a testimony 
ro rhe work of all the mechanics whose bread and butter 
efforts lie behind the apparent splendours ofbetween-the­
wars motoring. 

John Stutwrd in his 1934 20/25 (9GSFZ9) tries his skill on rhe long disrance 
esrimarion of width. 

By comparison, the extravagance of the Grear House 
seemed a bit over the top, bur rhe whole ensemble of 
house and park brought back the age of Thames-side 
palaces in whar was countryside and which we now all roo 
often miss as we roar down the Kingston by-pass. 

For those interested in Industrial Archaeology, rhe 
startling sight of masts rising above rhe Paddock wall 
revealed the Grand Union Canal on its way from 
Brencford to Birmingham, while for those who follow 
gender pursuits, rhe Pleasure Grounds were there co stroll 
in while admiring a conservatory which followed the 
shape and scale of Sc. Paul's Cathedral. The old stables 
and ancillary buildings have been converted into 
rescaurancs, craft shops and a garden centre so there was 
more than enough to sustain mind and body. 

The driving tests involved more natural hazards than 
usual; even parking on arrival meant avoiding armoured 
cars, and the manoeuvering test involved competitors 
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Head of Charw-house Motor Club tries his own figure-of-eight course in 1933 
20/25 GBA62 as owner Clive Carter sits alongside for a white knuckle ride. 

dodging large trees as they wove their way forwards and 
then, unkindly, backwards over a figure-of-eight course. 
The Charrerhouse Motor Club had produced their usual 
brand of cruel and unusual punishment including a height 
as well as width judgement in the through-the-narrows 
rest. drivers showed a great deal of gusto as well as 
expertise. 

Digby Wills, whose failing eyesight has banned him 
from highway driving, proved char judgement is more 
important than mere vision by yet again beating those half 
his age and winning the tests yet again. 

The number and interest of the various attractions 
meant that many stayed into the !are afternoon after the 
official luncheon and I, for one, was delighted co find so 
much unfamiliar around a House which I last visited fa r 
coo long ago. My thanks to Brian for his inspiration and 
for his negoriarions and to Simon Fielder and his pupils for 
rhe goodwill and charm of the velvet glove on rhe iron 
hand of trial. 

Clive Carter 

•wirh the aid of my'J{>ungassiswn1 I willnowarrempr the impossible.• Eoentual 
winner Digby Wills in his 1932 20/ 25 shou•5 how it is done. 

CLANDON PARK 
ANNUAL CONCOURS 

& SUMMER PICNIC 

Built in the early 17 30's forth~ second Lord Onslow by 
the Venetian architect Giacomo Leoni, Clandon Park 
provided the perfect setting for the Summer Picnic and 
Concours d'Ecat of the 20-Ghost Club on Sunday 21 June 
1992. 

The weather made a major contribution by providing a 
cloudless (no pun intended!) hor summer day; perfect for 
vintage motoring and picnicking. The cars, parked in a 
neat semi-circle facing the porte-cochere and elaborate 
seeps, ranged in age from John Kennedy's 1905 Light 20 
(26350) to Andrew Ayres' 1936 PIII (3AZ134). 

It was pleasing to welcome Australian members 
Malcolm Johns, John Milverton and Keith Wherry as 
well. A ll Alpine 93 participants, we hope co see them 
again next yea r with their own Silver Ghosts. 

Bryan Wootton & David Martin had agreed to the 
judging tasks, so for the second Sunday running ( the other 

being Castle Ashby the previous weekend) the judges 
crawled around under the cars while the o thers tucked 
into their picnic hampers. 

Winner of the Fred &Joan Warson Trophy for the best 
large horsepower car was Peter Collinson's 1925 Silver 
Ghost ( l35AU) and the 20 hp Hooper Tourer of Peter 
Price won the small car Messervy trophy. The ladies voted 
Michael Panter's 1921 Silver Ghost as their favourite. 

The house, with its Onslow family pictures, furniture , 
needlework and Gubbay collection of porcelain, provided 
a pleasant diversion before it was time for another 
meander through rhe leafy lanes of Surrey as everyone 
made for home. 

Congrarularions and thanks co C live Carrer for 
arranging the venue. 

David C. Martin 

T he u,mners at Clandon Hall f..,-om left u, right: 135AU. Peter Collinson, M,chael Panrer, 186AG. Dao,d Martin (orgamser). Bnan \Vootton ()luJge), 

Peter Price, GA!8I 
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IRISH GEORGIAN SOCIETY & 
20-GHOST CLUB TOUR OF NORTH WALES 
It r<:ally i, nor a ,·cry !!"od 1tka 1,, a llL1\\' ,111 lr i,h 

t~cl>rgi:rn h,·hinJ the whcel ,if an elJerly R,,lb-Rnyce. 
e,pecia lly if it i, ,\ mDsr elqpnt 1932 20/25 Scd:mc;i de 
Vilk rh:11 h;" been l,wingly 111:1in1a1ned hy 11ighy Wills. 

I( this unfortunarc combinati,1n is rh..-n c,,mpounded 
f11rt her hy gloriL1u, 11·c,nher .ind 750 mill', ul open road, 
then thL' s11nil:1ntie, hetll'een rhe " 11.I lri,I, (,eurgian ;md 
Tl,,ILI llf T<1.1,I Hall become- fr1ghtl'nin1.:l) n:al - p,1,1r poor, 
ponp p,w,p !1! The ;hecr rcm>r , ,( the lunch-t1rn<: drivinc 
le,,on - round 11\'d,· P:1rk Corner. up !'ark Lme to 1-.larHe 
:\rch, return thr,1ugh the pMI.. ,md rL·p,·;ir - w.i, quickly 
forgotten a~ on rhc morning ot 22nd M,1). in brilliant ,un­
., hine we sll'ung maj~,tically ,nr,, Kemingt,>n Gore swept 
pasr rlw Albert Hall and :,urge,I 1oward, Nnrth Waks, 
1 l)CJ2\ ,·enue fur the annun l rncenng , ,f fr iends frnrn bnrh 
tlrg:111i~,11 ion::-.. 

It ll'a, !GS members Tim ,111d Marylyn Ra..:un \\'ho 
11erc tuur k:1dcr, fur the fir~t rim,· :md despite their wor­
rie,. this 'h,1pt i,m by fire' w:11, a truly ,upcrb weekend. 
Twch·c cM, provided the most "l'l'f<ll'rtate transport pns­
,1l•le: Lenox Jamie,nn\ I 91-! Silver Gh,1,t Tourer (68RM) 
hc111g the , ,ldesr folln\\eJ hy St,lrrn111' N,mn,m Gardner 
( 1929 2l) hp (,E\J45) and Reg Marsden, the O'Dowds and 
eh,· Iker,, :di ll'llh 19~9 l'I, or rib. The C.mers, Colliers. 
Kcnrs :111d Watt, all Jrcwc Z0/25',, ,md Sue l',1)dnr's I 939 
Wr:111h fmd Jimmy \l:tlcntinc\ l. ':154 Si lver 11 1\\'11 cnm, 
pkLed the parry. Here, humagc mu~r h,· p:1id L,> lvbrgcry 
Wills for s,l ,nem:ly and patient ly Ulp111g with my driving 
(,md l)ighy', 11a,·iq,ni0n) for fi\'l· ,l:iy,. 

The Ro"eL I !all 11,n,•1, llll the Chester ,1d,· c>f 
\Vre'(h,1m \\ilS an cxcellem ha,,•, plca,ant :md friendly 
,, ith a ,hdtered c;1r p,trl... And - \\'h:n a ,urprisc ior you all 
- :1 garag.: :md petrol ,tat itin wcr,' ,•x,1,tl1 npJ'<hite for the 
repair of p,mctlire, and rnnk fi II 111g :I', :111 adJe,I b,mus. 

,'\s al\\';iy,, Saturday morning f,,unJ .ill rh c lri,h 
Cc,irgn1m eyeing up the c,1r, and 1nab..inµ imrnnt decision, 
:ihout chem hcfnrc the friendly much l(lv,:d 1<.,S ll'hi,tlc, 
'll gentk ,md dd icatc, ,.i(tl y cncnurag<'d a ll tci climh 
aho:ml for Erddig, our first ,rop, uml flagship Llf the 
N:ninmtl Tru,t in Waks. Ru ilt m 1683 it chringed hands 
in the early 18th Cemury, whcn it w;i, rcmodelkd and 
,u111ptu1,u,ly rcfurhishcd, including the ll'1mdcrful Srntc 
11:d ,1f 1721. The hou,e ll'a» c>.tcndcd hy James Wyall in 
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1772 fnr Philip Yorke wh,hc ch:,r,ictcr and t:1,1c ,till J,1111-
inme thm11l!h,111t. \Y/e '""' the ,cr,·:mr,' q11mtcr, and out­
buildings, :111 fascina t ing. including rlw ,lcLaying content 
.if thl' g,m,gc ,m elderly Rover and >1m1c ru,ting hicycle, 
:di left \,\' the l,1, t reclusive memht:r, of th,· family, who 
iimdly h,1nded the estate tn the N: ,i i,111.11 TnN in 197 3 
w1tl1 the lumls to repair all rhc d;unaue caused hy mining 
,uh,1d,·nce and neglect. It w,1, an upliftinc thrilling , t,Ht 
Lll tlw wl'.:kcnd. 

W,· clwn I ravelled to nearby l'ickhill 1-1,dl. ,,·here !CS 
mcmhl'r Rohin Dean occur1c., the t.e1H1·,1l r,11-ri.m llf 1hi, 
s1 11npt11uu, 1720, house ,ksi!a!1ll'il hy Richard Trub,h,11~ ft,r 
John Pule,wn, the rcmaindcr of the h,lu,c being ,eparate 
Oat~. Exotic can'1pcs and Pmm1> were km,11) provided for 
u, en enjoy while we were told thl' h1,111r1· ,,1 the h(>u,,· 
and the varic>u., families who have li,'l'd in it. We then 
d:mccd dnwn the loca l lane,, mi,led by h11rh Janet 
Valc1111ne anJ Sue T:1ylor, 111 Lh,· nc:irhy vi ll :-ig<! ,,t 
\Vonhenbury when the Emmi Arm, put 11n :1 wonderful 
lunch for us all. After\\'mds som,· poli,hcd tl-ieir radintnrs 
while other cm,.-,ed the road to ,cc thc finest Gc,1rgi.111 
Ch11rd1 in Wales, St Deminl\, rd•uilt in 1716-1:1 hy the 
,,1111c Richard Truhshaw .md ,t ill c11nca111ing :111 1t, orig1-
na I fi m ngs :md hox re",. 

Wc hc•aclcd off alnng the A494 row:, rd, Llangnllen hur 
,111 m1,~cd the , harp turn up to Trev,,r I-l.111 , <o ha,l ro 

carry 0111 U turn5 co the merriment ,,f the customers of rhc 
nearh\' pub. I crnshcJ rhe gc,11 , a, we lahnured up the nar­
row Lm,· r,1 rhe , loping field hcl,nv Mich,1c·l Trcc\ hand­
:,ome mid 16th house whtch lw hough1 i11 1987. /\gain. 
th1, 1,·,1, :m 1mpinnion w u, all , fnr Mr T re.: h,1> rescued ir 

from hcmg an aban,k1ned rnoflc" n11n, u,cd a, ;i lin:srn..:I.. 
,helter. The w,)rk, arc cxte1i-1ve ,md concmumg :md ha,-e 
revealed the altcr:nion, carried out in the 1740, ,1 hen 
al,o rhe cntr:mcl! fnmt wa, rebuilt . . A. 111\'cly tea ,1·;i, l,1 id 
,1ur in rhi: kitchen , Im~ ,,( d1tfrrcn1 ..:akc,, \Xldsh scones 
and g:dlom of lea. I l:1\·ing con,,1111e.I all nf th,tt we set ,iff 
fnr Re1ti,fidd Park near Whitchurch: ,1g,1 in we mis,ed the 
turn. th,inks to Norman Gardner sll llll>rc t hree point 
turn, were nee,k,I. Every tour seem~ to produce m lca,c 
one real ecccnrric and onic house rhar 1, :1 revelation. Mrs 
Rayky :1ml Rcni,field were this year, 'tind,. The house is 
m.1111ly .1hou1 !SOO hulr fnr the H.,mme1 family with high 

richly dc..:oratcd 111rerit,r, that h:i,·c a ,·cr) Irish feel l" 
them. In tact it c,1uld han· h.:,·n ,lcsigncd by th(' lri,h 
urchitcct RJCharJ :Vll1rrhnn. hut nc, douimenc, ,urVl\'l'. 
Mr, R<1yley. a real ach1('\'l'r, 1mmcdiarcl1 prnduccd lnr, ,if 
wine and glas,l', wh.:n ,he remt1,·ed thc ,piders frnm 
them. Then sitting cm" legged on the hall rahlc (one of 
the fcw pieces of t'urnil!lrc i11 the whole l1<1usd she told 11, 
of her dnerm incd .- , ruggle 10 restore the hrn1sc despi te 
,uch set b,1cb :1, thc theft uf , ·irtually a ll the c,n11crns and 
rhc rcfus:11 ,>f the ,1djnining ,m·ner to a llm1· clccLricity w 
he ,uppl ied :1cr,lM, his land. We \\'andercd t hrnugh rh,· 
grc}1t empty interinr, w11h their rich plaster ll'(IJI.., the l:u,· 
:1frcrnoon ,un pounng in thrn11gh the l'.IHJrn10u, 11·in,ln\\', -
,1 llHhL atmo,phenc ,·xp,·ncnt.:c. 

Frum chcrL' \\'c' made I hc ,h,,rr journey t,1 <m,· of the 
nwst perfect hu11,,·, ,,e ll'cre t(I ,ee. the mid ISrh C,•111ur) 
red brick bc,,y, l rark. We drm·e through the hc:11 11 ifully 
l:mdscq,e,I pa rk , p:1>t the cricket match hcmg pl:iyed hy 
the pa,·ilion (great cxc1t,·mcnr for the m:111 y cricket hull~ 
in the pan y) and pa, t h,·autif11I fl ,1wer hed, to the d egant 
fmnt facade. Rut to our surpnse tins q11in1e,si;,nt1,11ly 
English lw u,c, physic:illy in Wales, had llltS tif lri>h con­
necttom. Fnr 150 ycms 1t h..i, been owned by the (;,xl,:11 
family and M:iJllr & Mr, GcJ:,al fi rst \\'elc,1med w, \\'it h 

L.·rwx }amiigm 1 < ~ilwr l J/11,.,[ 
"'P/..i., T,g 

champagne in thi:ir 
i1r~t flour drawing 
ruom. I Ii , g reat 
gran,lfother l\' ,1' I h e 
l'hi lip Codsal ca rriage 
maker of Lonclon wh,1 
h)1d 1m1clc in I 790 rht· 
State CarriilgL' f, lr , lw 
Earl of C lare, Lord 
Chancellm of lrchmd, 
which h:i, r<!cc ndy 
been rc,wreJ f,,r the 
lri,h Go\'ernment ,m,I 

L,,-u ,..,J H«II 
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i, 11011' ,m p11l•l1c di,rlay ,ll :-le\\'bridg.: l-ln11,,· north ul 
Dublin. \Xlnh thi, h.iLkgn,und they ,,·,· re pan irnl:,rly 
intcre,tcd 111 hotl1 lll our ,ocietie:, and \\'ere cntr,11\<.cd h) 
thc c:-1r, a, we \\crc h1 then an,1 dwir hnu,e. J,111c Can.:r 
demon~trated the llH>de,ty that a 2L /25 pruvick~ ,1, a 
changing nh1ms and dinner was sen·cd - :i 111m1 deliµhtlul 
evening. 

On Sunday we tl':lvellcd n0rth west to ,cc a gwup of 
ninetel;'nth century rat her than Georgian h,n1ses. Tl1l' 
firs t , Nnnclys. 1, a \'L'ry n1m plcte example of :111 
Eli:abechan ,tylc h,HM' h11ild in rhc 1870', by T 11 Wy:n t 
for rhc Pcnn,mt f,11nily whmt· desccmlanb ,till ll\·e there. 
S.-1.lly Nlr Pcnn:1111 \\'as in ho,p1t,1 l hut ;\lrs Perm:m1 g,11·c 
u, one of Lhe ll1ll>t enten.iinmg tuurs p,1ssibk :m,I prn\'id­
c,l JCed cnflet: and hi,cuit; l\ir us co enjoy while ,,e wan­
dered r,,und the rh,,dodendron gardens. We then m(>t0rcd 



ro the nexl esrnte , Rrynbell:1 , Ln sec rhc magically p11si­
twncd hou,e built in 18 14 by Joh n Pio:zi; h e wa, the 
nephew and ad<iptcd son <lf Dr Jnhmon\ fr iend Mr 
Thr.i le and her •crnnd hu~ha nd. G,il1ri<!I Pio::i and ;he 
h:id given John rhe estate nfrer she had bui lt pan nf the 
hou,e. Now mv11ed by Mrs G h1:ehrouk th b elegant hLlU:,c 
ha, moH eleg;m1 interior, ,111d content,. 

Dr Johnson had al,o known Bodrhydd:in :ilrhough he 
would nm h,ive recognised it after the hri ll,anr and cxu1-
ing remodelling of rhc 1870s by Nesf1<:ld fur the Conwy 
family. l11herite,I in I 69 by Ch;1rlorrc 1hc ,life of Richar,1 
Conwy whmc gr,mdfarhcr and uncle were rhc L1rl nf 
Rcct ive and ~-brq uess nf l lc,11 lforr, the house had h<'l'n 
built in the fifi ecn1h century dr,•1'tically ,1lrcrl.'d twKe in 
the seven teenth ar1,,d aga in i11 I 840 hcforc rhe dcligh1 ful 
m.msfonm, tion from I 87 1 to 1875 in the Queen Anne <'r 
' Ponr Street Durch' sryl..:. Nc~tield. ~on of one nf the m1.1sr 
~11ccc"ful landscape gardeners of the ti111e,, also laid nur 
rhe wonderful formal garLlem. We wen: told all th1,, and 
"' much more hy the presen t descenJanr ,,f C h:,rlune 
Conwy, Lord Langford, wlw regaled u, over lunch 1\"ILh 
t ht· fu n niest srnries abo11 1 111, sparran chtldh ,10,I, the 
cn11nship of h is wife and var ious orhcr c.,capaJc,. r:rum 
Rll(lrhyddan we went LU anmhcr ho11,e hy Nesfield and 
one designed ,11 1 he ,ame rime ( 187 1--1 ) Ki n mcl l',trk 
a lthough rhc wurd ' pa lace' rn,ghr he more apprnpriale. 
This v:i, r tm111,ion, ,1 sort o ( FrenchifieJ I l:impron Cu11rt, 
,1·.is ht11 IL fur an :ipparcnr ly quiet and rd:1rivdy Pb,cure 
fa mily called I lughe~ who had made a huge fortune from 
their copper mmc, on Anglesey. Sadly, the house 1, no 
lonf.(er in privaH' hands, and it, present u,e as a C hristian 
confrrl'nce cent re i arc.hnecn,rally inappr1.1priare. 11111 it 
w;is an enjoyabk cxr eriencc tu ,ee the v;iq room, and 
wa11dcr through the ground,, with r t·cracular vie\\', ,wcr 
die ,ea. But stor111 cluuds \\ere gc1thering and thunder and 
ligh ten ing lwrnlded our depnrrurl' fru111 Nurth Wa le; 
resp1.1nse to L11dwig ,)f Bavari,1. 

T he , ultry nrmo,phcre l:t,rcJ al l e,·eni ng ,rnd 1hcre 
were more firewnrks of a Jiffcre nc sort rlw next morning 
in tlw form of Mr, l1ayley again when we vi,i ted her mhcr 
country house, Pia, Teg, 1hc survi v,i l of which is littk 
sh,irt of <1 mirnc le. T,) fi nd an ec,cmric house or owner <111 
(ine of our Lour, i always a honus; to find <uch an owncr 
w1th two extremely fine h,>u,e, is unprcce,lem ed. Mrs 
Bayle\' is rornlly he~om:d wi1 h historic h11tld ings thm need 
re~cumg and her purse is lll terly com111i11eJ a ' wel l. !'la, 
T eg is a w011t lerfu l example nf what can be done wllh 
sheer derermination and fbi r. It wa, built ,1bout 1610 for 
S ir John Trevor in the 'C:hi v,ilry' sryk popuLu m the 
t imt:, utterly different ro the great prod igy houses of the 
Jacobean penod and is romantic and ,·xotic with fou r 
squ,1re comer tower~ with their ogcc dome,. Only u~cd by 
tenants from 1641 until earlier rl11s century it has survived 
rel:1tivd y unscmhed although a derelic t white clepham in 
constant danger of demolition fo r much of its life. Mr 
B,1yley has h::id rhr hou,c rL'pa, red and redecorated with 
great pan,,che and her colt1ur scheme, and choice of fm-
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nbhing, me just sn111ning. 
Our next npp,11 nn11em wa, thL· 11earhy Ncrqui, 11:il l 

where :Vtr and Mrs Fur,e welcomed 11, wH h coffoc ,md let 
m explore the h1111se, 30 year, younger alrho11gh much 
mon· t raditionall\' El i:aht!than thc111 Pia, Tcg hu r 1111 le,, 
deligh tful. The house wa, substanri,illy a ltered i111 emally 
dming the eighrC'enth century when the> G rl';Jt C hamher 
was elegantly p,melled hut rhc 1797 Gothic exLensiPns 
were removed 2 5 years agti when ir w;i , re,wrcLI. The 
charming gardens were explored ,11.1, I revealed n rui ned 
fnlly anLI a c-1,arming cast iron ucrnJ.(,)11:il Orangt' ry pf 
1R14. Rut we had to pu h nn thwugh 1he narrc)\\" lnnc, tu 
lunch a nd we rhen re,tl bcd why D.1vid C,ill ie r ha,I 
rl'pa inted I la rrict red - "' the spl,i11ered hlo(id sta in, 
w11uld not he ,<l noticeable . 

The great Whi te Gares of 1726 rrium phanrly 
ann111111ced our impe nding arrival a t Lel·,w,1ml ,1 fully 
q11:1r1cr of a mile ,1way and we :il l ground tn a hair in front 
of the magn ificent housl' :ilso of 1726, huilr for (.,c.,rge 
\Xlynne (who,c fortune w:i, from lead) hy Fwnci, S111 uh 
tlf \Xiarwick and now owned f,y Tim Racc1n's ,1s1er ,·111LI 
hrorhcr-111-law, the Ban lc rrs. T hey arc 111 the r r,x:e,, ,if 
rl.',rmi11g the hou,e, somewhar reduced ,m,I imem ally rc­
mmlelled soon after 1800 h111 , topprd work ll1ng Cllllllgh 
10 produce rhc mnsr sumplu()LIS lunch for us all. We tuok 
the opporrun1ty to pre,enl Tim and Marylyn wirh " " ne 
recent bonbon lri, h arch itec ture :i, a , mall token lif our 
appreciario11 for all their cxcellen1 organi,ation and then 
~pillcLI our inw rhe sunshine to wander r<>und what ,ur­
, 1vcs c,£ the 1720s ple:b11re grounds and ,,·,1ll.:d gardt·m. 

From he rt· ,r was a ,hort d rive 10 Gws,1ncy wh<: re 
Captain Peter r),1v ies-Cooke and h ,s wife.: were wnirmg 10 
welcome u, 10 Lht: final J;1cnhcan hou,c uf rhc r1111r. Built 
m 160.3 for the Davies f:nn ily it is a wll ,ronc hou~e ,,lam 
\\' ith mull ioned wmdmv, but sec on ,1 600 ft high ndge 
with exccn, ivc views across the De,' ro rhe \Virral pcnm­
sul:i r an<I hcyond . Su near t he edge of the ridge is the 
h,imc rha1 the part nearl'st to it had w be removed in 
182 l. The materials from 1h i, pro,·1dcd srorw fur an 
ex tension of the 1860, and variou, garden fl.'>11 ure,. T he 
~arden is Mrs Dav ie,-Crn>ke's forte ,md we w<.:re nhle rn 
fu rther enjoy it after seeing rhe inrcriur of the hou~t· wuh 
1r, fa,cinaring content, hy h,1ving tea, of \Xlclsh ,n,nes 
:ind cakes on the terrace. Here we bid fo rcwcll r,> each 
other fo r anllthcr yc: ,r and d isperse,! h11nw ; ,,lmv<.: r fu r 
~ome than nd1ers. GX88 made hC'r >1arcly progrt:!" that 
evening ro \Vurce,,ter with Sue's \Vr,iith prm·iclinµ an 
e,cnrr . From there the follnwing lei~urc.: ly day incl11,lcd 
lunch at the Lygon Arms 111 Broadway, :mLI a hlissf11I dri ve 
in the blaz ing sunshin<: :,cn"s Lhe Cutswokb, fin:,lly :,rriv­
ing hack in Lindon in 1 he carly evening. \Xlh~r would the 
lri~h Georgian Society do without 1l1l' 20-Ghost C luh? 
O ur mo~r , incer<.: thanks for all rht· pleasure you g~ve us 
and we hope you will jtiin us in Kenl in 1993. Oh, did ynu 
gc1 1 he gear hox replaced Dighy ! 

Jolin J< R..:dmi/1 /GS 

U,·,mf,dd Park 
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THE GENESIS OF THE AUSTRALIAN CHAPTER 
OF THE 20--GHOST CLUB 

1\usrr:il m, t hac it \\'as nmv appro­
priatl' that an Amrralian Chapt,·r 
of th e 20-Gh osr Clul, be eswf-­
lishcJ , which wa, unanimuu,lv 
agrl·cd . Malcnl 111 Jo h n s , rh ;, 
Alpine 93 c o -md in;iw r , wa, 
clcctd C hairm:111 aml Dr Rynin 
Dnbo n was ckcte,I Sccrc1 a ry/ 
T re a , u rcr, hod, a ppn inrn1cn 1, 
heing una ni mnu,. 

ll'.-C :111 ,,;r Club n11.m1h,.·n f,r,•~,•111 w d1L• mt•dm~ m 5 Smum Sm.:~, J', ~ 1ml<. \'icwrw on I (nit ,\ forch 199 2 From ll.!jr 111 

YiR}u ll;vmu fJ,)h.\on. f~m· l<~mh:d,, (l J\J. Atuln:, l)ck\im, Dr1to! llrnicau•, ;\fok1~m fohm, JnJ111 .\11l1•t'f10l1. UuHill 
Roll, 11,:hui.O. 10h11 1<01111,,h It ·1<1. 0111 ,d ]ou,s, 11,·,uh,.,. Roll, t ;"" D11h<,i,, . .:,•11/i \'i'h.m:,, Jn/111 Ahmann, Pei,.,. 

Fur s,1mc rime it h :i.l been di-. 
cu»ed pri\-.1Lcly th,tt II wa, ;i Pit\' 
that Ausi ralia n Members 1m1,rl\' 
m issed o u1 on tlw e,·cnc, whil: h 
were ,o brilliantly p rganisl•,1 111 

Brirnin ,rnd EurorL· ,md It w:i- fch 
desirable for e,·em , w he mgan ­
ised in ./\usrral ia. It is rhe i111e11-
t inn of M:,lco lm Jo hn, and Byrun 
Dobson 1haL th is , hould happen 
;ind pl :1m a re alrcad} under w,1y 
for rhc first of such e vents. 

Forn no te: NexL day, IC' nwm­
hcr, turned up :ll John an d J,111 
A lLmann'; farm 'K,rngcrong', 
where Jnhn and R;1e were enier­

\\'1/k!,' ( hchmJJ. Rc~·rr J\kl )cm1ntt, 1cm lru m I \,i.U\. t'o!UT \\ 1/ki.t .1,,·,! Lu,.., m !~ <,;.:,rr I 

A meeti ng, urg:m iseJ hy Russell R,,11~. John A lnmm n 
and \-l alco lm Jo hm at rhe h o me ,,f Joh n and Ja n 
A ILmann , wa, ca llee! on rhc 16 /\ l arc h 1992, a nd 
Ausrrali an 111C.:11 ,hers of th l' 20-Ghu~t C l11h ;ind e1Hrnnt, of 
/\!pine 91 \,ere im· itcd. The meeti ng dare ..:oincicled with 
;i , · i,1t ro Mdhourne of Jo h n 
Kenned y, l-fonmarv SeLreL:ir} of 
rhe 20-Uh,,~r Club ,md Evcn r, 
Direc Lnr n f Alpine 93, who , 
ltlgethcr wnh h i, wife, R:ll', were 
en roure bad. lll Engl:1nd ,if1er 
the Pan -Pac ifi c Ra ll y in New 
Zl·al:ind . 

A very good ro ll ur o f 18 
memhers ;ind partner, turned up 
Lu hear a dcra i h.:d pr,)grc;, report 
by John of rhc re-run o t' t he I 913 
/\!pine Rall y, scheduled 1,, take 
ro tlw m ad ,tarri n11 111 Vienna o n 
rhc 80th A n n1ver,:1r} in June 
1993. Over 70 no mi rnu iun~ have 
been received (n,111 ma ny d iffe r­
ent cnunrrie , includ ing 7 from 
Australia, all wiLh vetc r~•n Pr, 111-
tagl' S ilver Ghnsrs. 

A l the c lose nf rhc mee ti ng, 
John Kennedy announced, in 
re,ponse t u reque,t, fr n m 

l'how~,r~f•• lry j,111 !\lmwm, 

L~inccl a r nn Australian barbecue ,mJ John\ I 9 I > S ilver 
Ghosr (2 HOE) w;1s i:i,·cn a pre-A lpi n e r rv11 ut by Juhn 
Kenned} ,mJ prono unced fir fnr t he mrn1111 ,1111 passl'~ n f 
Europe. 

Oinf>c.•n4e lunch 111 'Kangeron;,(, f)rumtmll 1•n Ji1h March 199.!. Fwm left w rr1Jtt. B~mm Dofoun, John t\lr111,111n . 
1<11'1'-l'll l{olb , Mu/"'·n/n, )(Ihm, H~,.ltltl'l Rulls, },)Im 1't·nn,•dy . Ra~ Kr1111cd'1', Ion 1nm1. Audrc)' /)i>/,(im, )(111 A lrmwm. 
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CUMBRIAN DRIVING WEEKEND 
8~ 1 I May 1992 

Bille,! .1, a weekend o f dri\·inu cspeLia ll \ ,uirnble fnr 
Silver Uh(N d river, goi ng nn the Alpme 93 evcnr the- fol­
illwing year, rhis tour li: ,,I a ll Lhc 111gr,·J 1cnr, m·ce"ary for 
:in id<!a l warm-up for n1<>1m1c1m 111utu ring. 

The Car, & Driver, 

T lw ruu1c, , upcrbly re,earched by Manin & Juli,1 
l),nl'snn, rnven:cl some o l the- mosr ,cenic anJ a r rhe ,;une 
Lime rhc mo.sr demand ing r,)utcs in C umhri.1, with n m1x-
1 ure ,)f na rr,1w w:id,. very steep gr,1d1cn ts .md ,harp cur­
ner, ll' i rh n few \'Cry ri ghL hairpin hends a, wel l. Sn 
,lc111:111Jmg w~re parts ot' rhe n ,ute thm ~omc ,)!' the dri\·er, 
were relieved lO know th,1t rhc AIJ'tne 93 routl' die! nor 
conta in any sect ion, as n>11Tow, , re,·p ,111d irregu lar as rhe 
rcno wnc,I I I.ml Kn1111 P," ' mute. 

The Friday rm1r.:, fr,11n th.: ba,c ,1t the N1.:1hern ood 
Hrnel , Grange-Ovcr-S,111<!,, head ed l.'.1>t (wh ich ,il lo\\'ed 
p.irric ipant:, LO drive up nn rhe day and connl'Ct with du: 
w11r) an d fl\ llowed rhe rn11tc ,,,- tin: fm1wu, Settle a nd 
Carlisle l!l1Jun1ain rail\\'a)' for mud, of 1L,, llll),t dramatic 
;,cct1,)n . Tlw wc,1Lher, ,1 ill'ays likely 111 be v igon•us in rh1, 
wild rcg i,,n , p rndnced ,1 fore run n er nt wh:11 m igh t he 
expected in rhc Al p,. S1n,ng wind, and hli:::ird condi-
1 mm wnh h ai l a nd r:t111. followed hy brilli:inr ,um h1nc 
g.l\'e e,·eryon.: ,111 llppnrtunity 10 l<.::,t thei r cold wca1hcr 
mntoring gear. Besides hrav ing rhl· weathe r and f.)I knl'lng 
the mute 111:ip; ancl dct,1ilc,I i.nsrn1c 1 iom ,upplied, n:1\'ig.i­
to r~ ::ind pa»L·ngers recel\·cd a tea,int! ,e1 11f llh,l.'n·an n n 
qui:,tions ro answer. 

Sacurd,1y, m ;,rnnl'wh :11 heu er w,:,1thcr, s;11v a rout<: ovi: r 
1 he Hard Kn,,tt ;ind Wrynnse P"""'· Nor parricul:HI ) high 
hut \'cry ,tecp a nd irrq111 larl y gr,1dcd, rhq• pro\·idcd a 
,evcre tc,t fur rhc ,ln\'c r, ,md produced smile, in th i: 
l'vcn ing when the nnll' mo re con fidcm dri\'crs n.'counr,·,1 
rhcir cxploi1s , II Lhe bar. In ,1dd 11 io11 , I here we re a senc, o f 
p h orngr:iph l11caLit>1h to idcnrit\ hl'fore reaching rhe 
Ste:11nbo,1t l\111scnm 1111 \X/ inJ ermc'l'l' in m id-,1fternmm. 

Sunday w:i, rmmng with :1 difkrcnce. It w:1, nece,sary 
Ill 'co ll <.: ct' lncarwrn, fro lll clue~ prov ided and an 
O rdnance Survey m,1p. T lw fun lu.: r :·,way, thl' tnnre point :, 
each c lue \\'," worth, ,o 1r req111rc,I a , kilful C11mhm,m1111 
of l,Kat1011,. Fonun,nd1, a numbe r of I he loc,1t inns wcr,' 
puhs, a lthnu~h rhis d iJ ,nmct imc, ,·:11 N: add iLin nal dch y, 
and mn ke ir more di ll ictil t tll rc•:1d1 L,:ve n , I !all , rlw 
National TnM rl'nde:\ mh p,,inr, hy rhe required attcr-
11oon J1:.id l111e. 

T he Ai1'111l' mutonng 111ude u111t inucd in rlw ,·venings, 
\\'irh prl',l'ntat i11ns un rhc hi>1ory 11f t he A lpi ne l'\'en1 , 
and ,lh,· ussH>11, ,m rh c rcquiremc111, for the n,·xt ye:-ir', 
t<1ur. A ., rho,e ('re,ent n:prccnrl·,1 al least a dl>:cn of rhe 
S ilver U ho,t, pl:11111 111g to makl' tlw trip in 1993, thc d1,­
Lu,siuns wi:re a u~cful p rl'ludc ru rh1, (' vc-nr. 

Our Lh:1nb agai n 11 , Man in & Julia D:1w,lln for their 
lurd \\'llrk and thor,)ugh n~·,~ m pr, .. lucing tlw, \\'1•1111rg<1n-
1,cd and \\'d l-prep,ircd tnur. 

JLK 
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191 2 "'lJ Tourer 

1912;o;GR,11Jll 

P>~l' "'\li T,,lm·r 

192l't~(1T,1urcr 

19~0 l..;(..i Tour1.:r 

JlJ.!1 SC Toun.·r 

192-t SU .. , , 1urcr 

1924 "-i("j T,,1m~r 

19.!• SLj T \1un.·r 

l\>l5 PI Tnnrcr 

IYZ~ PI T1.1urt:r 

N,1111~ 

T 1111 & Sue Forrl'M 

l{1d1."J IS.. bn I k n,h· 

( ,'r.1h,1m ~ Gill Adam~ 

l",,lmCr;1hh,: 

h·n ... & Anne Ptl,) 

Rt,n lX"'n-1r & John h•da 

\1.irtin & Juli.1 D:m~,>n 

l'ct,.:1 G.1lhn ... .,,1n 

I l.1rrv & P 11 W ,1~i,n 

1\11.111 & In W , \ 11 11 1111 

l,1hn & K:1,· ~f.1r,h 

( l1;~ Rl·cn No 

2 I 54 R-14~7 

1~~8 llS-W~6 

SlnX/ Xt'-'i'-95 

71t:W XE-7\Jl'i 

S~UE XF i0..17 

27R(~ T~-3714 

ssn1 l'X-777 

1 l5/\ll Yl..-8181 

HEU i.;1. -!k69 

,,~u~,c TD-1214 
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\m1(,·, oJ ~w1sj(1crion (l~ rat·lu.ml H.:!m11'y ,emltt!) 1lt1.· ~1munit Ii/ I liml Kn11tr r{.L\~ wnh \OH 

H,d1,od (b n<n'i.1Zmor 

( )wr rlti:· fm.'.nf)1ct! Jt'1l.) l'tlv af,,ouc t11 ll'U hi~ i.?•'c1n mtd /..,,..iJ..l,., m1 thi.. -:.,1nm1e.·h ~ll'l'f) I J1ml 
!(uo U dl.!':'!,L~lll 

l'hvco;:mph h, Jen, P,lo 
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o,~( . .' 11} dtc. Ji)IY(t.:1/HII\ ,m rh,· lvtrk 1'1Nkh J\•,1(, P1lo1 ubour f(, 1-t.·\H ~ (h\· lmd~nr Rk'Jcl..mith \ 
;\nm . Rem Botl1ff h.i\ n,, q 1lh pl.,111.1 

Brr..'ln \\':nmwn attl!mJ)t~ the HarJ 1'."nou hmrpin u•hili· n,u 1.t~J1Wr Dcrt!k Ju Tou v/Ji!1~ ,~ll'ICl' 

cmJ lo Jrt.!e~.t:) m the /XlCk 

17 



A SCOTTISH TEST RUN 

Afte r hav ing vis ircd John O 'Groats and Dunnet Head o n 
t he l 991 Scottish T o ur, G ill anJ J dec ided m go bac k rn 
t he oth e r end and v isit La nds End and the Liza rd. T his 
sho wed up rwo parricubr problems with rhe ca r. 

1) W e cuuld not keep t he coi l po ints work ing for 
more tha n about 200 m iles and 
2 ) we co nsum ed oil :i t rh e rare o f I pint per 75 
mi les. 

Th i nking about r h c 19 9 3 A lp in e whic h we h ad 
ente red , we dcc1cle,I to have a c lose look ,11 everything, 
which resulrc,I in a nrnjnr work p ro~ra111me. We w uk I he 
car off th e road in January and were pleased t,1 have it 
wo rkm g aga in by May, ,-) we cuuld participate in th e 
C umhrian wecken~I. 

The coil trouble was a c,1mbinaric1n of we:1r and a fo il­
ing ballast re isror. We f,)tmd 3 hig ends wirh la rge pit•cc~ 
missing. se ,·c ra l p iston nng, hroken . :m d exec,, hu rc we..ir 
(co mpress io n test s h ,m cd 62 lh~ each c yllllde r • h e 
wa m ed 1 ) . TI1e c ranb haft and main bearing, wen.' a, IW \\, 

hu r plc nry o i sludge had bu ili up in t h e u il war, T he 
engine w gear box coupling needed ove rhauling and the 
clutch cnn e was bad ly sco red. T h e mag neto drive was 
sl,1ppy and the brake needed re-lini ng. For g,JOd measure 
we decided to have the rnrhurc ttor overk 1ulcd. We d kl 
nor w;mc to look any furthe r if we were to hl' on rh<' road 
hy the end of April. 

\Y/e sent rh e cyli nd e r h ead, a nd con rod, Lo Jnh n 
Cock,1yne whn b,ired and , leeved them , , upplieJ u, wi th 
n ew riston s , r ings, a nd wh ite me talled a ll the b ig and 
sma ll ends. I le a lso recondi tion ed the ca rburet tor. 

\Ve had ;i ll the r art5 back hy nm l /\pril, rea~~mhled 
cveryrhine , a nd we re runn ing in rune ro com ple te 1500 
m ile, ,md two o il ch,mge;, by May 6th for Lh e C um hn an 
weekend. Our ,ml1 prub ll"m was carhurerrnr adjust ment 
and a puo r n eedle v a h· e whic h pla12ue d u s un t il 
N o vember. 

During the Cumh ian weekend we i,,_1 fi r, r gear .i 0 111• 
pie o f ti m es o n very ,recr hilk \Y/hcn we gor th e u 1r 
h ome we d,d " hir mme fme tuning and two u r th ree dub 
meerings. \Y/e J ec1dl"d Lhat anmher p r.1c r1Ce long run was 
needed to te,t th e ca r for Al p ine 93, so off we went in 
N ovember, fu llr laden, four o f us wtth luggage, m L1n,l, 
En d; dcsrinmio n John O' Gmars. O ur a mhitHm wa, 
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I . Not to use the se lf ;,rarrer 
2. Nm to o pen the ho nnn (mh c r 1h:1 n ,1 pre· 
arranged meeting with John C:nck:1ynl' tor ilH.: ne ,·­
dle va lvr ). 
3. N or w wash thL· car (C il l, i,k :11) . 

W e :J re p leased r,1 rcpnrr rh :ll ,d i I hrce were ac hieved ; 
we d i.I open th t: hon ner for admirer, wh" wan ted tl\ ,c.:l' 
rlw cngm c, hur no ;idjw.rmc111, were nrnde. W e Inst our 
, pecd,, dri ve ;i t1er 736 mi le.,. 

T he 1->ta l m ileage fn r Lhe trip was 2388 mi les ca lculat · 
ed from the petru l u, ed aftc·r th..: speedo b rok..:. a cora l of 
t hirteen , b ys with on e day nff fo r rhe cnrhurl.'rmr g i\'mg 
an ;l \'Cragc ,1i I 'JI.) m ile, rrr d:iy. We u,;ed 2.2 5 pin t, o( oi l, 
chi, \ \ ',1s :Kcur:irely chrc ke,I hy mr;m1r ing o ff rhc oil i11 1hc 
r ngilll' .ir rhe end nf rhc 1rip, ,m d rc·cord ing th e ,iii p11L in 
from the '1de rnnk whic h rn,w h,is i1, ,nvn d ip , tick. 

By f.t r Liw \\'o r, L Jri\' in g l\' l.' cn'-uumcred wa, o n th e 
A l (M) wh ich we could nor ..J\'llld , however, most of the 
t ime \l'C u,ed mi no r road, . Our i ,1urney m ok in l\ irl,Kk 
I lil l. Lyn mo u Lh , the Pc.i i,, D1&tric t N ,mnnal l\ 1rk, Ha rd 
Kno tt Pass nnd W rynn, e Pa." G:i llm rny, G lcn,·,i<'. Fnr1 
Wil liam, fnvcrne,s, J,,h n O 'Urnars :ind re 111 m ing ,n•,:r 

Teesdn lc , tn Sheffield ,md hack 10 Ltmdon. 
W e h :ivr now ,h,cnv .. rcd ,1 l11tlc 111ore work ,111d h,ivc 

rcpl~ccd the h,1ll joinh ,m I h e , I rag link, re li ned rhc hrakc, 
remo\'cd I he ge..rr ho l\ l ,> all end t,> fir, t gea r a nd we .trL' 
removing the ,phcre tll c heck it for \\·c,1r. \Xie h,l\'L' fm..:d 
four new t yre, and wi ll ha ve rwo new , r :1rc,. \'(ft- no \\' 
ha,·e a fuel filte r in ca~e ,>f dirty fuel :rhr,1:1d, n , pare 111ag­
new, coil ,md condenser. , i ring, \\'1re :ind t:-1pe a ll frn the 
A lpm c run in 1993. 

Pan iupam, ,m I h e A lpine ma1• he intc rc,tcd in th e 
recomrnendau,m we.: have 1ece1ved from 11ur oil supplier. 
T hey ,., y the sample, we h ,1\'c sent rh l.'m h,1,·c hcen cnn­
si,rc nt wi rh an cn gin,.: rh:it h:1., lllllk rgon e m:tJor work. 
l-l mvt·,·e r . w e ha\'e h,·c n p1c k111g u p , il ic n n from 1hc 
.,rmn,phcr,· \\ h icl1 \\011ld norma ll ~ he fih e red 0111 by tl,e 
.11 r filler. Apraren tly. , ili con \\"c.:.trs an c-11g ine ,·cry q u ick­
ly. and th ey therd,He rccllm me nJ changing o il ,11 a maxi­
m um of 2000 mi le , . T h a t \\'ill m c:1n at lea,t ,,nc o il 
d1angc 11n the A lpine. 

A numbl'r of 20-Ghn~t mcmbcl's shipped I heir cc1rs ll> J\l'W Ze.di1nd fnr lhe 111ajnr 1nle rnational rally in February 1992 .. A ftl'r this .rally, Bill and 
f\.t>r,1 I l,111l·1,r J.. ,,nd Juhn And Rae Kenned y took thl'ir Silw r Ghosts (2018 & 1001 IG) on a tour or the South Island before returning to Auckland to 
.;hip l lH·, ,,r~ h.1rk Li , Brit(1in. Thb is their lour. 

r_------r 
-'ANew Zealand TOUR 

THE PAN PACI FlC RALLY & SOUTI I ISLAN D TOUR 

Knowing rh: 11 N ew Z..:abnd po,,c,-sed wme ,,f the hr,r 
road, f" r t h e d rivi n l! o ( v in t,igt.: c :ir, pnwided t h e L'Xt rn 
, pur to dec ide t.o tour the cnunrry ,·arly in 1992, wh ile it 
\\':1' ,t ill m1, lll'inte r in 1hc rn ,rrhcrn he m1, phcre. T h e loca l 
Vmta)!l' C :ir (;tub, we re , 1;iging :1 large ra lly in l\il m..: rsmn 
N, ,nh, in the , ourlw rn p:i rr of th e Nur1 h 1, 1,md , m,ik in)! it 
,:on, ..:nicnl w cn1s~ 1wer t,1 rlw S, ,111h !, land :1fter\\';lr,l,. 

ln~rl'll ih l\, t h e;,c r,d lies ,lttr:1<: t ahm 11 one I hou,an d 
cnr r,mt,, h111 hi u, ing a r,Kcc,,ur,c a, t he rally lw :idquar­
tl·rs :ind Oj'l'nt l m g :1 huh l ype rn lli t he re atl' fc \\' rr,1ffic 
delay, and lttt lc· cong,·,no n . The ra lly \\''" ,pre:id lwc r I 0 
day,, with ft \'e tourin.l! d :11·, t,1 fi\'e d1ffere n1 l()(.a ti<1n, , tll 

whi ch e .1d1 car went on one ncc;1s1o n , "' that c.:\'ervo nc 
\\'l'nt 10 a ll o f I hem. 

Tht· 11n i\·c rs:d Iheme wa, the p1,111ecrin1-t d ,iy~ aml the 
,·cnut:, we re e irher o ld to\\'lb o r h i, tn ric h,m ,es, so rlw 
add itio n of LIP w 20( o ld ,ar, gave ,1 re,11 pe riud atm,1-­
('herc lll Lhe , rnp~. Tiw k,cal pcop k c:nrered intu I he spirit 
of I hi ng, a nd d re,M:d 111 apprnpria te cosrn mc an.I provided 
varinus fond, and e11Le r1 a i11111ent to the ir \'isirors. A fter :m 
e xhaust ing day rh,·y rhcn Im.I t>ne da)' l.O recover hdnrc 
,moth,•r ilwa, io n n( ahour 'iOO people ai.:am ! 

:\ftt:r a ,wpL1ve r wit h family :ind friends m Wellington 
an,l the , Lernc fe rry c rn~sing to Pictnn \\'e \\'e re ready t<' 
hcg in n ur figure-u f-eighr w ur o f thL' S11uth Islan d. W i1h 
:m ;ire,1 :1hn111 1 \\'1>•th1rd, the ,i:e of 13ri r,1in and a popula­
tio n nf le,~ rhan :1 million , t h t: road, are .,,.en mo re traffic 
frcl.' than tht' Norrh l, laml. 

T he r,)Ut<' \\"C tlll,k contai m:d :i m1x1urc uf Oa t C0lll1try, 
undulaung Cl,un rry , river go rge,, drnm:iric co:1Stl inc \\'h e re 
d 1..: T a,111an Sea c ra,hcd inw the hc:1, hc, :ilong,idc, c rea t• 
in11 :i , a lr-1:iden h a: L' , p lu, ,1 v,1nc ty ,,f mountam rome,, 
rnnginl! from , 1cc j' p;1"e' 10 roc k strC'\\'n l!lac i:tl ,·a llc.:1s 
\\'here the nigg,·,I l:1nd<,.;,1pe, ,c-em to he <ti ll under con­
, t ruCtllm. 

A li hough ,wernll di, t,HlCL's :ire not l:m.;e. the , ·,11 icry of 
1 hing, to ,et· and d,1 made for very ful l d:iy, o f mo toring ,lf 
,igh 1~et: 111g. A lt e r p,rnni ng for g,, ld ( s11cc <'" fu ll 1 ) a t 
S h a n t yt o wn o n I he \Y/e ~t Co.is t \\'e ht'aLk d :1t: ro» 
A rthur\ Pa" rn C hn, tch1m:h u n the , ame ,l.,y. A lthough 
,mly a fo1etio n umkr I 00l) metre, m he ight, the foct th:H 
u nc-'s j<,urtll'\ ,cam, nt st'a k Vl'I m;ike, d u, a Lha llcnging 
:ind , 1cej' rout.:, p.uticu lmly th,, ten kilometre, fro m O tira 
ro 1hc " 111,m ll 1h,1t indud..:d a steep gprge \\"i th ,heer \'Cr• 
n cal \\';111, rhen Lu11tinued un w n steep irregularly grad,,J 
fmal climh w1rh , harp h <1 irpin,. A great road m dn ve up 
in S il\'Cr ( , host$ an,I a gn,>d trial for the A lpine e\'cnt the 
ncl\l )t:ar; o ne llll1$t , ho,\T \T r, h .1,·,.: weat adm iration for 
1 he early l'io ncer, and espec ia lly the drin:rs of th t' Cobb 
& C:n. c ,1,1cl1e,, lor t hi, was t h e main ro11 te h ..:tween 
Chn$rch urch :ind We,tlanJ. 

The d ri n ' d1n111gh rhc red hlrn11n of the Raca forcsr i, 

further rewarded m rhe ,1 11111111t hy the ;intic, ()( the local 
inhah it,111 t,. T h e ken, an a lpi n e parmt , , ,:em to M~nse 
, o me fu11 o r some mi,ch id as sLx ,n as nnc , mp, to admire 
the n ew. Perhap, 11 w,1, t he ncw c lry ot c,rn S iln·r Gho, t, 
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10 itwc,tigate; we h ad h:ircly " nppeJ when rhc local gang 
s11·oopcd in ,md tnnk m·cr. Seem ingly fearless, a lt ho ugh 
a lways kei:ping jusr ,nit of reach, they in vt:stigared en :ry· 
thmg t h a t \\'a, bright m sh in y, and S ilver G h osts ha, ·e 
, uch it ems aplenty. A~ ma n y as a do: en kca , ai a t ime 
\\'e re o n e ach o f t h e c .i r, ,m d rhcy wue pa rr ic 11 la rl y 
,11 rractcd hy items such as ronneau turn buckles whic h 
they co uld rum with thei r , t ro ng ~harp hcHks. G iven time, 
I am sure chm rhcy would have had the ton neau remo ved, 
the wind,creen d i.mantled an, I Oo wn off wit h rhe ma,co t 
• w-:ll maybe nul , hut I h e y ccrwinly Look over in no rime, 
hut \\'Crc Sll del ightfu l to \\'a rc h , th ,rt one h ad to balance 
thei r enterr:11nmcn t , ·,1 lue with the f:ic t thm wi th the ir 
,·,•ry , harp claw~, rhc ir harha:ard land ings nn th e mud­
gua rds and ho nners were un li kely ro imprLl\'l' rhe pa int 
Wllrk . 

A rth ur\ Pa» i, o n t h e m a in di vide of the Southern 
A lps, a cha in of moumains th ,ll runs Lhe entire length of 
the SLiurh lsl:in, I, a t a h cigh r of I 500 rn 3000 metres or 
11H1re fo r its e ntire lcngrh uf 800 kil ometre.,. Thi, has the 
effc.:c1 o f producing an enrirely di ffe rent cl imate o n the 
c,1~rcm , ide of th~ mountains - low r,1infall and few tree, 
compared w11 h t h e h igh ra infall a n d sub rrn p ica l ra m 
forests on rh c \\'c., r coa~t. \\' ith the two dist inc t area, only 
a few k ilometres ap:irt. \Y/e were m aking full u e of th is 
fea ture. as a 1•ery strong ~ourherly stn nn was blnwin g up 
frum Antarc tica and wi th luc k we would an,id the rain by 
hcing to the ea,c o f th e mo unta ins. Our nisc worked well. 
for alrhough we d ro\'e in w strnn i;! and very cold wi nds, 
t h e \\"Cath e r rem,i in ed fine a, we h eaded sou rh from 
C hristchurch :d un g t he b il l i,ircl rnhle-fl a r C a ntcrhury 
Pla ins. 

When fin.illy we h,·:i,lcd inland into the (1,mh ills and 
c11Lounte red roa,ls wit h corni:r;; "g,i in. we ,o o n reach ed 
1 he 1111 riguing 111l111umcnr to o ne of Ne\\' Ze:rl:md', lcs.,,e r 
krnm n h ernc,, R icha rd \Xiill1am Pea rse. A rather unsuc ­
cc,sful i;irnw r from \Va ito h1 , Pear,c wa, a pio neer :n·i;iror 
whose fc:1t, if an ything outrank th,i,e of t he immorta l 
\Y/ righ t L,ro t h c rs a nd h e w..i, ,ilmthl certa inly ai rbo rne 
nin.:: mo nths hefnre rlwm. H is ex r c.:riments wit h tlyin!! 
1m1chm..:s in the i irst year, of th is ccnrury ea rned h im t he 
n;pura1 io n of ;:,n eccentric fro m t he more ch :r rit;ible of h is 
neigh hour, in l hi, Lhen rather isL1la rcd community. 

lr :.-. nou· l.!•'Tlt.>r,ill:-•i tlC.:LC:/•Ii:d l") rnahoruio, md1uLn,g rfu..~ Ednnr of J,.ml' -1; All 
rhl· \\ orkJ ( Am_,aft til.llt un a dat"' pmlx1bi:,, 3 1 March J9CiJ, rhi" ,01u1e /anner 
«-lw ... ·1-.•J h,, homc~nuuL-&..,.o,,lim.? o,u ,nltll ,~ rood (lYkl bt.for~ a s..·..:ptical group 
oJ locals , Jm?por.:d J,JT wkerojf In rrwn,· (~c.·hrnc::1l r~sp,..·..:c.s f'c?arsi!'s pkin(' l t'dS 

)·uns ,Jtcad of 11s i1m.:- Th,,UJ.!h i:.1 /lmt,')' om.,n-uctum hudt "} h1mboo, b1k'n (Ind 
"4.TlJfHfh.wl. u ~w cul..•m11,,; , a ',lt.'£'rc:JHI! m9de im,k..,,,.-\eiTTMg< and (I home ,ruuU' 
.. ·nl!rntt uuli dired dritt• wan a...l1murbli=,1Jiu:h 1Ttttal /JTVf\!lle-T. \X"1th thii pwn~ir• 
mi J t:t U.t. ltc. w , 1~d d<IU"J1 1h,, rn(td an,l u.m airhomi fur ttl'<1ut 1 Jt..1 metres , 
lk!for..! 1."ful1t1R 111{!.lon·o1<.sl)' in t1 h11{h ~on '-~ hedgt> H .. ~ u'.:h ~J,f!hd:,· 111Jurt.'d . l"tJu 
m11.Jl' ~.tl'1..'fc.il more 'J11ghts' m his (arc .. "", hoch m \\:"a1cohi and. lat....,r, m 0WJ:!"J 

In cl,, 1930' 1, m Chrim ltur<"h . he bwlr a p/.1n,, d.,si/;>1cd frrr ,·mrrn! wke•uff 
and h"m:mual Jl1t!ht. 1um~ tl rnurt' (">tt·c"Yf11l anJ h1Wlh ori,:irUtl ulrahl.:. ~n.1,:1ru 

(Ind n rmf ... m ror w nm ... '(L WTl{lh!. Alrhvu~h he 1t,1!!1larly nm {hi- '-•n~nc he nen!"T 

llC!t'm{lrt•d rn th· rlu-... Jm!Clff''"' tu i·•mh the hel1L·optt!"r cmd thl! l forri.._-.y Jump }'-'t . 

J>0~~1/,l" prot lllJ:IHIZ h,,. ~f~ u11ul 1953 ll" ,1 usulc 



Pum~eT dt1~ tu ,\ lcm(_!t1u•eki 

' 

\ ·1111ag, m•,aum1 - the u-orld's f,rsr /ly,ng machuie. Richard Pears.- mc1nvnal m 
\X'mmhi. 

Cbmbm~ w thr summit (In r.he. Croo . .rn RanJ!e T<k:i.d. 

D,mng 1hrough the ra111forrn """ Ham1 

20 

Tu.·o of a kmd. 1912 Sih·a Glim,z~ 47i'G and IOOHG ut PL&lrncr.\lUfl ,\'or'11. 

lnmmr u.•ak"T'{al.l( m,~r .!i..\' m,•rr.:.,;; hiJ:h ru Homl'T Tmmd rm tlti· ~1rljord Sound 
r· a.J 

1\lt.,unr Cvuk swnmu ( 1u.u J763rn, nou. iSI J7.5l1m) Tltt! hln~k St.t.rr s~ow~ 
u1hl.'rl.' zh'-• tuJJ fdl off, ,-owrirtt! the ,nr,tt' w c>1L• lou,,'1' lc!j[ u[ Ul.! flh.Cl<Ti! 

/ 'i·(1r,i' h,ui no h'fhrt11"ti/ 11ahu11~ mul onl:-• r14tfmhmf<0)' / trlllWY'\' l'J111~,ui11n 
und lttiJ w 11wki: (Ill J11, 11tl'll ''"'' ' mid 1•,·,wjmh.'111 /nnn Jc1rrn SL1tt/1~ml•rtil I h· 11J-.o 

l <JlhlflHl~d wuti111,L·dfun11 ~t{Wfmwnt, 1i }r>Jdrn t•l,·cmc g~111...,rati11 ll fJUH L'l C!rll' 

(nr Im ou-n 11se , t.1 r,cd11I i.:~clc 1l llh a 1mi,11h' rrcnhm1,s1un 11, uidl .:.1~ ~01md 

r1'f(lrdmg 1•17w{m1~•11t. t l1t't!J1 <I l"Jttrld ,1w 1 in l,f~ ond fit lllR in fl l1.•:e, Ti'lJHllt.' u 1111• 

mwur,, h1.· U\tl'Y hm1• h..-t:n tllll" 11[ il\t' 1:r,.,m uw~11wr~ 1mtl 1.•n~ilL't'Y~ uf rlw 10th 
c.:~nturv I Jis 'l-L'fllC"(lf u,k,•-t,ff J!Um,· mul ,unnrng /w~ml!nb oj Ju.( un,c:iruJ pl.-1111• 
ure llU11' d1~p/tl)!!d Ill tht· r ,,m<f>nrt mul To!d11tt1lOJ..') ?v111,r1m1 m t\mk_ltmcl: (1 {,r, 
111-ix rnL'lmmul ro a man ulio<~ f,nr /muvrctl J11,zh1 /11ttc!o!,kd On·1U1! \\Jr,~IH S bcr­
H'T kn, 1wn /l1xlu h~ 11ml! nwmlis. 

A f1e r a ,uiu1ble k)llk at thc model of h 1, origina l plane, 
mrn1n1ed at the spot l\'hcrl' hi, h broric ilight took place, 
plu, a chat to the illc:i l fo rmer who c;1me ,,Jung ~vith the 
ine \' itab lc fl ock nf , h ecp, we hcadeJ furtl1l·r m ro t he 
I urn hilb and spenr ,, cnkl nigh r a l L ike T d ,apo. 

Al tho ugh rh1 , wa, st ill l,1te , umm c r, t hc• rc wa , 
(Wcrn ight ~n11w on rlw h igh peab ju, t a few kilo metres tll 

the cH~t of 11~, hur we , c1 off thrnugh th<: t~-cck~~ russnck 
country co MulllH C:ook. The , t n1ng wind:, tro m rhe ,rnirh 
hrnud u the , 11<1w , l1<m cr, 0 1110 the mounta ins, hur (Inly a 
(,'\\' ·~·sc:1ped' overt,, the C:'a, l s1, le, su for most of the time 
we were 111 hrilli;ini , urn,h ine and intemc hl11e ski.-, wi1h 
l()ng ha:c frc:e horizon, t hat we nnl y d ream nf m l:umpc_! 

.After a quick tri p inlll MLninr Cm,k, where the h igh 
mounta in, and gl.1cicr~ parred il ceringly wi rh thei r h igh 
c lu ud con: r , tt w a~ rim e rn rontinuc ;outh to 
Q ueenstO\l'n, warmly wr:1pped in winter drivmg g<:'ar a we 
pmc,•c•dcJ d,,wn chi: 1rc,·les, pl,1 1c:,1 u country 1he n over 
the Lindi~ Pa,-,, dcxlging '" hest we could the snow show­
er~ which were vi,1hly chdnging to whi te, the colour of 
rhc d isr:1111 11u1u11tain, w uur \1 Csl. 

O n I hc deep glacial Lake \Vak:.itipu, Q uccnsrnwn 1;, a 
p11p11h1r ha,e 1<1r a v:u iety of activi tic,, with some _,ccnic 
anJ verv cha llcng ing motori ng tours for rhe experienced 
!l1()l0n , ~s as we ll. T he- hc,t :1nracr i11n for rhn,e who e njoy 
,·intagc machmcry, however, 1s T SS Earns/au•, il qcamcr 
pri:t,, hricated m rluncdin, ,em by rail to the lakcheml in 
19 12 and assemhleJ ;111J 1hd o n t he lake ever , mcc., o 
c lc,1r and pollut 10 11 free ,s the lake wa ter, t hat th i, 5 1 
nu·rre long ve"cl has ne\·er needed :i hnd!'r washout 111 
lwr e1ll 1rc 80 wafo of serv ice; fm m()~r (If her yc:-u., ,he was 
thl! ,mly ml!,111> of access t,,r the rnnholder.. 1111 the far ide 
of th is SO kilome tre l;ikc. Now, with rn,,d access, she 
:- p,mds a slightly mnre sc,k·n tary lt fi: ,1, a bo,H for rhc 
wurists. I lcr m fonm1rio 11 , igm in Engli,h and Japanese 
ane,t co clw ir orig1m. 

For ,hl·er tlr:1 11u111c J ri v1 ng rnures, few anywhcrl' c m 
cqu,11 rh<' mp w Milfr,rJ Sciund , the only one of the ,c,lrl! 
or more fior,b in thi~ area thar i, accessible hy road . IL 1s 
d iffic;uli 111 de,cribc this journt·y w,rhout usmg up tou many 
,upc:rlat ive-. T he journey i, th rough j'rimeval hcech forc.;t, 
huL wi th mountains ri, mg vemc:-1 11 ) 10 Lmver more eh.in a 
kil11metrc from the ro.,d , rhe 1all trees seem carccly more 
than a dark WL'c'n l,l\m . Nut hing urn add to the awe cl th,s 
ro urc mnr.- t han recent nun, anJ as we set off, so 1t r:rnicJ • 
n,1t 1111comn1em in tlw, rcginn where the avcrnge rn infa ll is 

over o n<' inc h per J ,,y! T he entire rL,ute is in glacial valleys 
where the forces of nature arc srill hdrJ at work. Build ing a 
road in such a location and , indeed , ke<.!pmg it open arc 
J ifficuli ta,ks. Dri\·ing the route , p:1nicularly in a S iln·r 
G h,1s1, is challcngin!! and rcw;mling e,·en if the scenery is 
H1 J1stract1ng. and rhc un lined l-himer Tunnel, mor<: rh,m 
o ki lometre in lt.:ngrh aml un a 10% grad ient, require, :-1 

Im!!<.: amot1nt nf care ,md cum.cncraricm. The w in proJucc, 
111,wn t waterf:111,, hunJrcJs ,,f them, fall ing down e, t'r) 
roc k f:-1ce 11111 ii ,mm alter the ra in :-tops, producing ,111 

:11n;d ng , 1gh1 whenever it happc-m. 
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.Afrcr returning from M ilford , i1 was tu ne lll head h,1c k 
up co tlw wc:,t c,x1st rnad vi,1 t he H;ia:,t Pass m ute . T ei 
reach o ur ohject ive there were two romes, one rdari vely 
flat ,m,I c:1sy, the orhcr climbin!! ,,ver I he h ighest main 
road in t he country. W e c hose the la1te r. The C ro wn 
R,mg(; rrn1d cl imhs , tecply through a series of swircl~ backs 
hcfmc hecoming a dusty dirt road rh:11 con tinues c limbmg 
steeply r11 :, he igh t nf 11 19 metre~. The v iew fro m the 
summit wa, ~pectacu lar, to say the le:1st. In the clear afrcr­
noun ligh t rhc panorama inc luded Lake W a huipu ,md 
Q uecn;,iown, mme rhan 20 kil omerrc, away, ond hch1 nd 
rhcm, ran i!C upon r:mgc ,_,f the mountains of the Southern 
Alps, :,i rc: tc hing more th ,m a hunJ reJ kilo metres to the 
,li,1a 11t horizon. 

If the Llimb pn:scmcd :-1 rea l motoring challenge , the 
Jesc<:'n t w,i, e,·en toughe r. .A rat her narrow d11s1 y rnaJ 
with la rge round s1,1m:, ,m it made b raking some what 
haph,1:md, even without the de lights of S il ver Ghosts 
wi th no fro nt wheel brakes. The road was barely wide 
enough to pass oncoming veh ides and the bridges, fo rtu­
nately rnther infreque nt , were alwa ys set at right angles to 
the scream bed , requ ir ing a skil fu l m:rnneuvre , as th.:y 
were defin itely one-way only, and ineviLab ly see1;1cJ_ to he 
where we mer traffic . The reward al Lhe end ot this dry, 
d usty, difficu lt srrctch w:-is th e CarJro na l lo tc l, dari ng 
back to the 18 70s and an om,b to us a it had heen to the 
early gnlJ miner, anJ m he r p ioneers who rrudgcJ through 
a ccmury or more before. . 

Crossing the 1 Jaast Pass m;i in d ivide, we once agam 
chan12ed from dry treeless land ro lush rnin forest within 
the space of a few kilo metres ;i, we moveJ acr~ss w _ the 
\\'CStcm s,de of rhe mo unta in, whe re the preYmlmg wmds 
depm tt ,ill their rai n . Cont inuo us drama tic mornri ng 
down w the cna,;r at I Jaasr townsh ip, then easy moronng 
:dong dw \Vesr C0ast r,i;id, with scenes ch,mging fro m the 
crn h ing w,wes of the Tasm,m Sea, t<> \' iew, ea,t wards 
t h rough the r,1in forc.sr to the mouma in tors only about 
20 k ilo metres away. Fre4uen t fas t fl owing rive rs a n d 
arrractive l,1kc, nu ke up st>lllt: 11111r<:' of th1 wild a nd hcau­
tifi.il drive. 

Our main de,tination was Fox Glacier, which. in con­
junct ion with the Franz Josc-f G lacier 25 kilo metre, fur­
l h~·r nonh, are the only g'8c1ers in the worlJ tha t descend 
fwm mountam wps mtn lush green forest. \Ve abando ned 
our cars here for a spectacular he licupter flight o\·er the 
glacie rs and inro th e moun ta in; . .Alth o ug h by_road, 
M,nmr C1x1k i, hunJreJ ~ nf kilometres away, by :m it 1s 
quit\.' clo,e hy, ,o our ,hort fligh t included a close up look 
:n rhc muum ain, and an exce llent view of the peak , t he 
higln:,l in Ne\\ Zealand, bur reducecl in height o nly weeb 
earl ier when the top of the mountain literall\' fell off! A 
landing on the upper reache, of the Fram Josef G lac ier 
was the final highligh t of rhi, mn,t scenic of fl ights. 

T he return journey wa, over the Lewis Pass - a less dra­
matic m ute th rough beech forest , but this mean t t hat we 
had maJe all four crossings of the main divide. A ltho ugh 
we ~rnppeJ overn ight at Ka iknura, we d id nm have the 
t ime w go whale wotchin!! this time, as we h:iJ a ferry w 
catc h co return co \Xlell ingtun. That will have tn wait 
until next time. However t here i, a plan for a major rally 
in C hristchurh in 1996 10 celebrate the fi ft ieth anniver­
sary of chc Vmrngc Car Club, so th is could be a good time 
co renew tikl ac,1ua imances anJ Jo some of the th mgs left 
over from rh i, trip. 
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On 6 No,·c•mhn 1992, ,c, cral nH·mhl'r, ol the 
/\u<tr,1lian Ch:ipl.:r ,•emu red L,, Lhc· hca,11 iful Jennlan 
C.n·e~ for our fiN 20-(,ho,r Cluh ral ly. 

Jen,11,111 C,n'l', Hrnhe daL<:, frnm I 89 and remain, one 
of the fr1,· sun t\'lng Rlue t-.h1unc,1in, gu,·,r h,1u,,·, ,o popu­
lc1r in rhe lat.: Vicr,,rian o:rn. ~et 111 1h..: n:11ural Au,tr-.tl ian 
hu:-h brn,1 nf 1\..:-w S011rh \'(!,,le,, C1\'..:, I lou:-c i, p,•accful. 
eh..:- ,crcniry on h I,e 111g broken by the ,.,und of n:it i,·e 
h1 rd,. vi,it ing wallahic,, \\'<lmh,11,, pos,11m., ,111J R,,11,­
R,,ycc mnwr car~. 

T he Gl\·c, were: J 1,.:,wc:r,·d in I ~ }8, :1c111,dl y by 
h11.,hranger,, ,in,I suh,cqu,·nrly hy 1 he Coloni:il C11nswh11-
lm)'- T h(' rcm:1rk,1hl.., heaut y of J.,nolan CHvc, h,1s ,,rou,eJ 
the :i11·c cl 1·1>iL,,r, frum all <)\"CJ' the \\',1rld. 

T\\'cnty-f,,ur mcmhers an,I fr i,·nJ, ,t1 1cndo:d the r:ill y, 
and chn~,· whmc· pn11•cr 111nL11r car, \\'l'rc ready \\'illing ,md 
,1hk t,1 1 rd\'c:r,.: rhc mountain, 11\·re: 

John :111<I Li: Mi lve1tun - 191-l SC., 6TR 
!.1lc.,lm and l)('hb1,· John, - 192 3 SG 22NK 

Terry Rrncc• • 1916 20hp GYK47 
Ge,,rge Fu1h:, and h,,n,1 R:uky - 191I Pll 14SMY 

Laurie Ogk and Coralie R,," - 1938 25/30 CGR45 
oamc ,1nd M,1rg'1ret (.,il11ng, - 1930 I'll 14701',: 

Other mcm her, I\ lw 
,1cr..:ndcJ \\'e re Dick and 
Joy D,~nndlcy, J im ,md 
Dor,)thy K('bo, J1111 ,1 ml 
,A. ngc l:i Redm,111, ,rnd 
Ke rry anJ Keith Wherry. 

Fri d:i y el'en i ng 11·c 
cnjo)CU drinks in the h:tr, 
fo llnwcd hy a convi,· ial 
dinne r in Lhc l,,vdy din-
111g room an,1 more dnnb 
,H rhc har. O u Saturday 
morn in~ tht? gt\lUp to11rc-d 

LO rhc nca rhy rown of 

Oheron, surpri,inl! a few 
locals and rh e1 r ,hc•t-p. 
Lunch w,1s i,lllmn:d h1 a 
t<lur of one of the C,I\·,•,;, 

and arurd,1y n ight's for­
tn~ r wa:-, rh l~ ~,,n1 e a:, 
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Friday's. wirh the ad,liti,rn of a few nf ,1ur Ch: 11 nnan\ 
joke, rhroll"n in! 

unday morning we »1id fan:wdl t,1 Cave, I lc1t1>t' ,1nd 
visited rhc hi,toric car races (held hy the \linragc Spnn, 
C::ir C lub) a1 C,1r,1l111,1 Park , 1n KaLnnmh,1 1n the Rlue 
Mountains. The car, fr,1111 ,1ur Club were r.ikcn ,,n a cnu­

plc of laps hy ,1 ,re,1dy pace c;1r, the Roy R,Kcr, hcing ,ur­
presscd hy Lhe cauuon ol the power, that he. \Ve then 
Lr,1vcllcJ co chc beaut ifu l village elf M,1unr \Vi l,un, famcH1s 
for 1cs g:1rden,. Lunch \\'a, ,·nioyed a t 'T he 0 1,1 Pu:,t 
O ffice', f11 ll,1wcd by n vi,i1 Lo 'LinJficld l':irk' and it, nrng­

ntfkcnc garden. 

Mosr of m Lhcn re1u rned home, havi ng enjoyed a 
sple11J i,I \1cckL·nd, and nur rhanh g,, tn Dick Dnnnelky 
for hb org;1nis;1ri, H1. 

The ne>.t C\'cnr f,, r th i, Cluh will he' rhe A11,t ralinn 
Alpine Fblly , :, rc, 1ing tour through the Ne\\' Snurh 
\Vales an,1 \11ctllri:111 Alp,. which will rake· plan· 111 early 
Fcl'ruary 1993, 



Fol/owing his rnmncn1011s drive from /.{mdo11 w Bcijin/! (Pel<in!!) 111 /990, '.>ydn~y 111e111her Neil Col/in.1 i/1cn com/1/e1ed a jo11mey 
arc11 md rhe world b)' dn ioing acrnss ilic USA in 1991. Who else rnn claim !ll Jim,,· dri-vcn m1~• <.:(IT cm l l comp/ere ill{) of ilie glvbe! 

COAST TO COAST BY GHOST 
The Final Lap of Big Red's Round the World Journey 

In 1919, when L. M . Bergen o rdered 9 4 F\X/, i r 1, 
unlikdy th,1t he c,)uld haH' imaeine,I that O\'er 70 ye:-irs 
later it would be dri\'en around t he 
\\'1irld. H ,1ving completed the d r i\·e 
frn111 London tu Peking in 1990, i r 
sl!emeJ I hat the 1991 Great 1-Z:Kc aero,;., 
i\111en ca \\'a, an ideal opportuntty r,, 
c,1mplete the mun,I the world jnunwy. 

D ue to husines, commitmenrs 1n 
Srdne\. I arri,·ed at the swmng p,Hnr 
in \l,,rt,,Ik, Virgini,1, nnly t1\·,, d.1y., 
h:fore the ,tare ,o it ll'as not pms1hlc- t <> 

,penJ much time pracci,in /! nnw,l nm, 
in the car. 

I 1\·a, fortunate to han: a, my n,n·i­
gawr, Jack Chrisci;m,on fmm Chk,1go. 
Jack ,pem the ,by hcforc rhe r.ill\' "ith 
me prnccising ,1Ccelcr:1t1,m ,md deceler­
ation time, on the hac k r,1.1d, o f 
\lorfolk. \Y,/ e were tnld rh.n rh 1, was th e 
lca:,t amnum ,if p rcp,ir:ni,m 1.1ken by 
an y (1t the cnm1ncs. Apan from a hnef 
trip l>I 100 mdcs h1sr Scpremhcr in 
Au,tralia, I hr1d nor ,ln,Tn 'Rig RcJ' /\. .. n .\,/nil/.. /,.,rrhCrn,,lm" 

oincc the end nf May 1990 in Peking. 
/\ \\'tlrm-up r.illy 11':ts org:-i n 1sed tor Frida\ 21 June. 

After ,·isiti n g the 1 ,,rfolk Na\'al Ba,e t h e rai l \ ra n 
through rhe countrys1dt: ,m the ,1ut,kins uf N11rfr1lk. 1v/e 
managed ro come 4th in our chi,-, which came a, ,ome­
what uf a ,urpnsc ,on sidering limiteJ ,lecp and minimal 
prepatarinn. 

The ohjcct of the G reat Race 1, t1> arri,·e at ,·arim1, 
dcstinatiim p,11nr, at prcci.,e time, h\ following the daily 

is,11cd insrniction shcc,ts Ill 1t1dinta in varinu, speeds with 
nnly :1 ,rnp w:-11 ch :1nd 1h1: ,peed,,mcter en as,1,t. 
N:l\' ig:1t i11n \\':1s \\' irhou r th l'. he n d it ni a n ,,dnmeter. 
C:ilculawr, were :ilso p r<>h1hi1eJ ,o an .:m,rmou, amDunr 
,11 m<·n ra l :i r irh meric was required hy the na\'igntnr 1n 
,·nahle rh,· \·:irilll tS :1\'cragc speed , 10 be calculated. Tn 
111:iinrnin rh,· spc,·ds ir w:i, n<:cc,,m y tll dri\'l! the G H vny 
har,I at rime,. 'Rig Red' mok 11 111 iis , 1 ri,le. The nwrc I 
dr ive C.ihn,rs rhe rnme I 1t1 ,1n·el :11 1 h e c ng m c,·ri ng ol 
the.c fantn,rK cars. 

T he race starred ,m 22 June 199 1 frum Norfolk. \Y./e 
crn,,,·d the srurring l11w ,11 I 0: 30 ,1.111. .1, t h ,• hc,wcn, 
,1pc1«·d. Th<· minal run ,1lonc rhe freeway tt> link up wnh 
the h,Kk rn,ids wa~ quire ea,y; hm\<.:\'cr we "ere ,oon tn 

hetl\'ily \\·node,I cnunrry m h lmclmg rain. Latc1 \\'e I\ etc 
told thnt (i.,ur inc hes of ram fell in fnur hnur,. F,, n un:1tely. 
by the time we re,iched rhe fm,1 ,1011 :11 Ruanuke Rapid, 

in North C:1mlin:1, the rnin ,ub,1Jcd . Thi, ,m,1II cn111111u• 
n1 ry runw,I ,m :-i gr,llld ll'ekome fur the entrant,. 

T he aftem oun ru11 to Ralcii;h . 1h1: capita l nf ,,nh 
C:1rolim1. wa, rc la1 i\'ely u11<.'\'e11tlul ,1ltlwugh hy tl\l\\' I h(IJ 
learned 1hat in 1111 even l like th i, yul1 do not ha\·c much 
ch:mce lll llh,er\' ing th,· ,Lener\. Fnr rhe ncxt rw,-lvt' day, 
:md 4, mo mile, the ,ccnery u,mi,te,l ,,J I he ,pcednmeter 
.md rh e nMd • prd~rahly une eye• 1111 cad1! 

lr ,hrndd he ex pl .i ini.:d th nt th is race 
h:1s ~c\'n :il c:11eg,1rie, , e,,ent ially lllll' 
for pr,·-1920 n·h iLlc, :uid ano ther for 
1920-1940 ,·ch kks. T hc rc wc1e 100 
n·h iclc, in tntal. T h ere 1, a win ne r al 

the c n , I oi e,,ch , lay l<1 r I he ,ariom 
cla""' ,111d an ,wer:tll wrnncr h,tM!,1 11n 
1 he cnmhined final rn·" , l:iy,' r111al,. T o 
),e chgib l1: lor the fi11:1I rwo d .1y, run, 
t \\'11 'Did N111 Fin i,h' (DNF) arc a l"llln l 
in dic J'f<: - 1920 t:L,,., .ind Pne DNF 111 
1h1: 1920-1940 da,,. In fact, ,Im· tn clw 
hi.:11,·y r:iin :ind ,,1 he1 f.1cwr-, 1;,ur c:u-, 
"1)1d l\!111 F1 n i,h" on I he fiist day. 

lln our ,eu,nd day ll'l' dep:lrtc,I Imm 
Raleigh a nd j'r11ceedc,I t,1 1\,hev il lc 
'-JC. I ,\•,1, a,,me,I h1 the 11,wig,1tm rh,1t 
the ,ccnery \1·.1, hea1 ll 1lul. \Y/e mad<.' a 
hie-( , rnl' ,n 1hc C h ;1rlottc Fai r C.irllun,I, 
for l11nch tln-n 1,1 SJ',11 1,111hurg lnr :1 tur­
dwr hncfHop. h111 lHl le.1vi ng, 'Bit: Kcd' Inch, llnckre<N'u,,11( :0/,,rru:L,SJ,m>i!'<llldFrc<rn 

h:d .1 tl u lw1ery. The lrien,lly lllc:i l rl':,• 
idt·n 1, ku1dly J.!,l\'c' 11, ;1 pu,h ,tart . /1. tomcms :1ftn we h:1d 
le-fr. rhe h,•,1,·em opcned ,1g,1in. \YJ.- arri\'t'd at A~h e\·i llc in 
,111c p1cc,·, hu1 louk u1g l ikl' ii l'ai r d drtn1·neJ rnt,. \Y./e 
c:111w ,e,·ond 111 our c l:1,, ,1nd ll'e \I ere in rhc t,1p twenty 
,wl'rall, ha,·111g un·erl!,l 370 mile, in tl1.:' day. 

l.e,n·ing A,he\'1lle ,11 6 a.m., ll'e ,t,lrtl.'d t,1 c limh , l i,1irly 
,1,·,-r mrn1111:1111 i:11,i.:red m log. /\tone ,rage \\'e could 1u,r 
,cc thl' r:1di,11or. It rt:111i11-led me u l a ,11nil:ir l'rob lem m 
·1 urkey rill' rre\ 1nu, ye:ir, hut ,H least th1, tune we h,id 
i;u,m l r:111'. \Xie .:l1mbnl 1,1 ahour 5,0\.10 fel't and I wa~ reli ­
ahly mf11nucd 1 h:iL \\ e p.i,,ed ,omc magnificent scenery. 
Cum1ng ,l,,wn 1hc 01hi.:r ,1dc nt the mountain w;1, ,1 lit tl e 
11111rc· l'xn1111g a, 1he b1 ,1ke, became hot. A lrhouch \\'e 
de,cen,bl ,a(clv, .i 1907 Buick ha,I its hr.1ke, ,o hot it 
i::nN·,1 ;i fire, dc,1n11ing the t11nhcr wheel ,pllkes. 

\'(/" .,topJ'l'd for lun.::h at Ch:1ttano11µ,1. Tenne,>1.:e. 

After a quick look at the famous train we devoured fried 
ch icken ;1nd coles l,1w before trave ll ing on ll1 the 
T cnne,,ee capita l. The hi12 h l1ght ,,f Nash v ille was the 
higgc,t ,teak and steak kn ife l have ever ,een. T he knife. 
b ig enough to kill a dinosaur, I managed tu purchase from 
the rc,rnurntcur as a souvenir of the South. No time im 
coumr1· music • \I'(' had trn\'ellcd -1-40 miles in the day. 

T he next ,ra.11e wa, a~h,·illc Lu St. Charles, M1ssrn1ri . 
In the three days ,n far we haJ h ad no mechanical prnh­
lcm,, mere ly a tlat h-nrer\. The ,pare 11 heels c1n 'Rie Red' 
\\ere ch,1innl tn ,1ecl •uppon brackets. T he keys ha,·ing 
been mislu1d in 1r:1 miL. I decided. b.-fo re lc ,1,·ing 
1'-:a,h,·ille, rhar n would be a gu,,d id,·a if I hroke the lock 
hL,lding one 11f I he wheeb ju,t ll1 c.i,e ll'C had a tbr ryrc . 
l lnw lucky cm you I,c? Shortly rifter le.wing the hnrcl. 
rravcllin!! rn rhe ,tart ,tl 55 mph thl' rear tne wcnr hang. I 

m:inaged to ger 'Big Red' off rhe h iru­
mcn ,,nd ,,n w the ,lire. \V1th rhe ass1~-
1 ance c,f my muscul:1r na,·ig,irnr we 
chance~! the tyre and m,1dc rhe ,care on 
time. 

The rtllHe tu Sr. Ch,irlcs \\':h quite 
llltere,tinr;. /\ lor l'f tw1sr111!! count ry 
road, and u n dulattnµ lo n g ,tretc h e; 
thn,ugh the plams of M i,,uuri. 
M emorable motoring. St. Charle; is ,1 

w,,nderful old fur miding town. It ha, 
been heautifully m ,1inr,1im:d with in te r­
e,ting craft and gift shop,. Next time I 
hope w n,i t them. \Y./e came 5th nn 
this day in our chi,,, h,1ving tra\elled 
380 miles . 

At 6:30 a.m. we departed St. Charles 
011 the way through Rrnmnlle MO. tLl 

Independence fnr lunch. It , h ould be 
noted th,t t tn commence ,l t 6:30 am 
mean, ~ctting up hetween 4:30 and 5 
a .m. to :i ll, ,w t ime for a calihratiun run 



to warm rhe t yre, and check the , pceclo merer accuracy for 
the day's run. (A spec ial specdo mncr h:id hcen filled 
specifically fo r the Race.) 

The organisers of 1his race co-ordinate tnwns r1lung the 
way for pit stops e::ic h morning an,I afternoon as well as 
lunch stops. A prize i, g iven to the town pro\·id ing the 
besL hosp irality and the organisers have a travelling cara­
van ,elling p rogrnmme,, T -,hirts and orhe r souvenirs of 
Lhe Race. lt is a lirt le like a Lravell ing c ircus with the fin­
ish line arch , mcdi~ van and t he en LOurage moving from 
Lo wn to cown each d a y. Th e cars a nd crew were 
announced as they c;,me through 1.he lini, h arch. I gue,;, 
we were the circus pcrformcrs. 

B~mc>~1 fn~u, 1.ntJ Lt!lkiull.:. G l11uul,, 

From I ndepen ,l..: n ce we h eadccl t<l\\ arcl, T ,,peLl, 
Kama, for rhe :ifrem,K>n ,Lnp, then un tu Salina. It wa, 
mcredihly hnr (h il!h 90, F), l,mg ,rretche, of ro.1J - a ver\ 
long d:iy co\·ermg some 450 miles. 

'<I.le were me r m S:tl ina hi R,,ger Murri,on who had 
bccn con tacted on my heblf h' Elaine anJ Rudy Rosales 
:ifrer my S .O.S. call fnr a , plit rim. Ruger l inJly loa ned 
mc a spare wheel and I yre a, L•ne o f the split ri ms Jisap­
pear.;d into th e d.;,cn during one ,,four uther flaL Lyre 
episodes. 

T he next day we lefr a t th e almo,t civili ,ed ti me of 
7: 30 a.m. for a 450 mile drive to C.,loradn Springs. Again 
long flat road, into a , m mg head-wind with the tempera­
ture in t he h igh 90s. Unfortunately we miscalculated our 
rue! comumpt inn ancl ran o u t. We were carrying jerry 
cans, hut rcfuellim: caused u, to lose time and put us out 
of elln lention for the J a~. It i, interest ing hnw compeci­
Li ve you c;in become in events l ike this. W hen I left 
Norfolk I Ll10ught tu my,eli. •'ju,L to fin ish will be enough 
- l won 't worry too much about eh.: comrecitinn, the other 
c rew, have practised rngether ,1ncl know tlw ropes , I'll 
just take it easy". Now here I am kicking myself for not 
,Lopping lll refud sooner, rn,ting u, a place fin ish 011 the 
day. 

AfLe r a lunch , L,,p al Oakley, Kan,as it was ,111 rn 
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C heyenne We ll, , Coluradu. More long, straight roads. 11<1 

duulit beauti fu l ll'he,1t count ry huL ,omcwhat dangerous as 
we had I o dodge scvernl t racwrs o n the rund as 1t was 
coming 0,1 rn harve,t M:;1,- 111. \Xie 11·,, uld <.t1me <)\'Cr a rise 
and sec road disappearing into the distance. Very t ir ing 
t1 ml mo n ,1r,mrn1, driv ing. C:o l,1r:1do 3 prnn;s w,1, ,I we l, 
come sigh t . nt only i, it ,1 he:1111 1f1il rn1s i,, 11 :1ls,1 allowed 
the ,mly day off un rhc whok r:icc. 

\Xl hen my n,1v1g:1ror relcph,ined me ,·:1rl y 1h.; nex t 
morning to suggest prncnsmg (checking rhe· , pc·,·d ,, :ind 
doi ng some calibrncmn run-;) I su1.me,te,I rh :1r he m igh r 
like a game o f golf as I was going rn , lccp :di J ,1y. (I :11 11 

nut 1/1a1 competitive.) 
We resrartcd ar ti ,1.m. ,m 29 June 

after the very wclcnmc hrcak. The rourc 
went through the A ir Force /\c,1dcmy 
1 he n through beau ti ful rinc rrcc c,1\·­
cred h il l, which I nc>riccd our uf thl.' 
comer ,,f my eve. We started w cltmh 
over Lh e Rncl1 M nu n ta111> (up r,1 
11 ,000 k ct). The car ran like a w p . 
T he l.'n l(inc tcmperaLure d id not gL, 1.J\'cr 
85°C. AL 0 11l1 unc sragc cliJ I h,ivc tc) 
go inL,l :,eumd gl'ar. I lo,r CLlUnt of th1.· 
numhl'r ,1( mudcrn cars a nd truck~ "n 
the , id<' ul the road wiLh h,1nnets ,,pen 
c,,,l ling ,,ff u\'crhcace,I eng111cs. A, I 
have ,aiJ hetme, these Uho,ts a rc \\'clJ1-

dertul cars. 
There wa, ,till snuw on d11.' m,1un • 

rain tops. This is picture po<ccard coun• 
tr\. I wuuld l01·e r,1 tr,n-el in chi, area 
when I cl,l m •L ha\'e to spend all my 
Lime watch ing Lhe speed,,. A r thl' tclp of 
the climl, rhc hea\•en, 1.,pcned and ir 

wa, a lm,l,t like Lrop ical rain. It was a bit l1,1i ry coming 
J own the mounrn ,n particu larly a< '13ig ReJ' ha, only cwo 
whed brake;,. 131 the time we reached the lunch srop ,H 
Fri,c1.1 the rain had scoppl.'d. We devoured n mag111 iicenr 
chicken ancl rib lunch. le might ,ouncl a, though I nm 
obsessed wi th food , howe,·er aiccr driving for cwo monrh 
in Ru,sia and China, food ha.:. bccume more menningful. 

From Frisco we encountered some twist ing se:-s1ons on 
very narrow roaJ;, particularly dangerous whcn it srarrcd 
en rain again . \Ve managed ro kept ,·cry cln&· rn ou r ri mes 
de,pite rhe cond itions. Remarkably we won our cla s fnr 
t h is day. 

Next morning we left the hotel at Glcnw1.,od Spring, 
at 5:30 for a 6:30 ta rt. We drove through very pretty 
countryside with long rLJm Jown the mounr.iin rh i, time 
without the rain. \Xlich rhi5 event, not all of rhe cl:ty c,1m­
prise, time ,ection,, there arc transit ZLlncs. Thio was th t 
o nly t ime we really had t he cipporrunicy of enjoying rhc 
scenery a lthough we found we ha,I co average more rhnn 
50 mile rer hour on m1.1st rrnnsi t srcrions. O n rh(· fir,t 
two srages we were going extrcmcly well hu t lrn,t another 
tyre on the th ird cage. C hanging ryrcs lost u, l. m murcs 
o n the leg and we ended up 5th o n the clay. T he 1.wern ighr 
scop was at Ogden , Ucah where we' received the mosr 
ama: ing wdc,)me frLlm 'L'vernl thousand pcnpll'. W htie 

nut as large :1' U rumq i in C hma, 11 wa, 
nnnethck s, rn•erwh<: lmmg. 

A, prev inusly t11ent inrH·,I. ro he l' liµ,­
hle for Lh e fina l ~c rie, (ca lled 'The 
Gra11d C hampion,hip Run') cw<> DNFs 
were ,dl, ,wcd. ,A., we had becn hav ing a 
l111 le trn11hle with the clutch hr:1kl' c111 

the l:11 rcr , r:igc i111 0 Ogdc:n , I dec ided to 
1,1ke :1 DNF u11 1hi, ,t:LL1(1n. \Xie wok a 

le 1H1r,- ly d r1 \·e 11p th e l n ter,ta te 10 
I·l.,i,,·. Idaho, :1rri1·inµ :11 I. 30 p. 11>. T he 
counrry,tLk wa,; f:1irly 11h >1101onut1, bro­
ken hy LH.:C :1 '11111: ,I rock uu tcrop, 
rcmtn,lt ng nw ,if t he <1ld Jnh n \X/ayne 
nwv ie,. l wa, l.'X f' l'ct ing lnd1: 111, to 
,1rr,1ck ,1t any rime. R,·:il cnwhoy cll11n­
Lr\ t,t vast tipen p h1i m. 

rrorn Bois<: we e n joyed 1he la te• t 
,tart of the entirL' IZ,Kl.', , lepart inµ :11 10 
a.m., ,1s it wa, nn l \' 3 I O 111ilc, 10 
R ichland. \Ve ,ropp,·,1 :tt Raker C:11 y 011 ll.t11wr1 Frn, .,""J l<<1J11II<, c ,,/vradn 

tl1<' old O rcgL,n Tra il, for lunch ur ,1e11· 
,,ncl ,alad (wagg,111 trai l fnod ). T h l' pcnpk· 11ere in p inneer 
d re,, cnt11plerc wtth \1·a~gllm and hor,c,. l'lc,piLe t1nly 20-
30 mi nute, .i llmwcl for lunch ,r11p,. each crew h,td a ho,t 
assignee! from the local c,,mnrnniry. O m hmt ,H t hi,; par­
r icu l:u stop wa, the mnsr remarkable. A delight iul girl m 
hcr early 20\ whnsc haml,h,1ke m:inagcd 10 c ru,h my 
h:1n,l a, well a; thc n,1vi)latL>r'>. Dd m ircly a wo,,d-chopper 
grip; I'm sure eh 1, girl wou ld have hccn capahle of pu, hi ng 
'Big Rt:'d' tL1 the m·xt ,wp! · 

We .1rrived in R ic h l:md, Washmgron State, hot and 
tired , at 6 p.m. tn sixth p l:ice. ,1frer mt))oing a huge detour 
sign. Thts w,1s the· fina l d:1y of gencrn l cmnpet iuon hefore 
the Grand Ch:unpi<,n, h ip two d:iy fin ishmg run for " h ich 
we had now qu:1ltf1cd. 

Grand C hampionship Run 

Aro,e at 4: 30 a.Ill. for the first stage from Richland to 

O lympia, W,hhington . 
A~,1in I w:1, told II <' t r,wclleJ rhwu11h some of rhe 

prcnie-1 coun try tn America. Some very steep h il l, with 
, \1 nchhack ru,1cb. O n one or cwo <Kc:1sion, I did peck 
uvcr 1he ,iJc to ,cc fiw or six cars :ig:ag down the h il l,. 
After th1' it w:i, hack in flat cc,uncry, through forest, with 
wind ing road~ :ind a N,1tional Park. Somed:iy I would ltl c 
ro re\·1, 11 th1, ;i rea when I Jo 11,1c ha,·e tll keep my eye, ,u1 
1h e mad. Aft<' r a t wen t y m in u te lunc h , t,>p to eat 
'dmosa ur rih,' from an extremely l:ir11e heasr, t he aftcr­
rnKm run wa, an ah,olure pnrpourn of dri\·ing, from fa,t 
,ect 1nm, hlmd turns. ,w1tchback rll.td, through forc,r,; 
qu ire cuniu,ing wiLh car, going in all d irrctinns - proh,ibly 
the 1110,t exc,ung hut dangen,us d,1y's d ri\'ing apart from 
1he r,1i11y d ,11, through wooded ;ireas early in the rnl ly. 

On arrin1I in O lympi,1 WL' were in 3rd po,11ion in our 
cla", ju, 1 :1 fract ion hch ind 2ncl place ;ind I ~rh m·cra ll. A 
litt le drnma then e nsued , as a spare rytc I hHd forwarded 
had gone mi,smg. Ju,t Lhe smt of t hing I d id not need the 
111ght hefore the final day. \Ve• retired at m1d nighr w ari~e 
ar 4.30 :1.m. 
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Afrn a qu ick coffee in the c:ir park ll'C headed off for 
what w:1s cxpec red tu he :i very hard day. The pre\'ic)US 
Jay had hcen the mo,r inreme of the trip. T he last cfay 
turned our to be ,m ,mti-clim;ix. 17,e stage, were th rough 
1\·1101.lcd areas wirho11r ,m y nf the ma:e-l ike cour e of rhc 
prel'ious day. ll1e whole th in.ll wa, over in three h1.iurs. 
We fc lr confidcnr rh :1t we had done we ll. A fte r be ing 
w ken to rhc , caging area we were directed ro the Myrck 
Edward, Park o n the waterfront in Seattle. U nfortunately 
our rc~ulL on the la,t day was n,)t as we had cxpecte,l and 
w~ ended up coming sixth in our class. 

0l'ernll it wa, a fantast ic ackemurc but .1 lor ha rder 
wurk Lhan I had envisaged. T he event was well ml!an"ed, 
ho \,•ever the nature of the e\·ent was such char very little 
time wa, available w meet many of the ,1rher c,,mper itor,. 
A L n1ghc, most crew, were ,o tired chat after a quick bite 
tu cm they went off w bed. Most mnrn mgs ir wa, nece,­
,my to 1,e up hy 4.30 - 5.30 a.m. For ,nmeonc consid~nng 
the event, it would nLlt he recommended for rhme wanti, 
nc LO enjoy the scencry or camaraderie of ,i group of peo­
ple, huL a, a test nf a c:ir (or inure parricul.~rl y the crew) it 
hi a great event. 

A wi th t he L<,ndun ro Peking C ha llenge, Big Red 
came through with flying colour> :drhough I am nt)t ,ure 
Lhe dnver ll'i ll e\·c r re· the same aga in . I wore out a brand 
new pair of dnvinµ glo\·c, in the 12 day, uf driving, hut 
apart frl,m a few hlisrcrs. no mhcr damage. 

Big Reel is nl.)W onc ,if rhe few if 1101 the Lmly Sih-er G host 
LO hm·e been driven nrrnmd rhe world in one piece. She is 
now safely back m Sydney and after a wa:,h and ,ervice and a 
new ,et of ryres wi ll he re,1dy f,ir it, next adventure. 

FrnHnute: Neil and 9-IFW uae to be a ,wr parmcr,hip ,m 
Alpine 93 . Regrwah/y. i\'d hlt~ now had w wiriulraw fmm 1/1e et ,>nt 
- nut fvr mcchamcal rea.1nn 1. • Ed 



1992 FRENCH TOUR 
by 

Graham Ashley-Carter and Ly11 11 A. Brun 

Our 1992 overseas rour took us to the Nnrm,rndy nnd 
C h ampagne- regi,m, llf N o rthern France iuring late June 
and early Ju ly. The cnur \\':JS mericulou,ly nrgan ised by 
Muriel and Ron Skerman ,wer a pcricxl oi I 8 months. It 
would be h ;,rd tll find anyone bet ter qualiiied to put 
togeLhcr this particular e\·cnr heca11sl! they have been 
dividin g L11eir time between living in Surrey an,! Forges 
le Eaux in Normandy· for a good many years and kn,w, 
every part of the l'.'crritory 11·e vi,i1ed. 

Our parcy made up in qual ity what it lacked m qu:mti• 
rv, rh ere hei ni_: only four cars ,111d e ight pcopk in rhe 
gioup. Murie l arnl Ron 11·er<' in their 1913 S ilver Ghost 
(2582), along with Jane :rnd Gn,h:1111 A,hley-C:1rter in 
their 1927 Phantom I (26EF), Ann :rnd John Barber in 
their 1910 Phanwm II (84GY) and tvlidge and Lynn Brua 
with their l 932 Phanrom 11 (16MS). 

The main parry as emblcd at Ahhnrr\ Ln,lgc Hore! on 
Thur,Jay evening in read iness for an early icrry frnm 

ewh;,ven ro Oiepp<'. A l'l'ry ulJ town , Dieppe has due 
air of refined neelect th,lt makes so many French rown, 
interesting and attractive 
with f,1r fewer 'carbun­
cle,' than in Englan,I. 

As Normandy h:id ,ui­
f ered from t wo wee b 
conrinuous ra,n until the 
prcdn11s J.1y ,,> we were 
lucky to he offered the 
hut , unshine which goes 
:,o well with open muLor­
ing nn empty roads. The 
countryside h:i, every­
thing co offer, from ma!:!­
n i fi cc11L beech \\ood:, 
heaut1fully main tameJ, 
to 1\·idc open c1gricu lrural 
land, some ilac, o mc 
hill y . a ll i11tc rspcn,ed Chti,caud«Tmr< 

wirh ,irtrac;tive village, 
and elegant chatcaux. 

Eventually we arrived at Bar Bugatti in f-or~es le, Eaux. 
with the RugaLLi trade mark proudly displayed over the 
fr,mr d,mr. Ther<' 11·e mer M. G,1h y Lebret wh u will go 
down in motoring history ,1s the man who hu1lr, fr,im an 
engine, a complete Type 41 Bugatti Roya le' The French 
;ire gcnerou:, in the prai:,e ul uur car, and we were able w 
exercise our inadequate grammar ovl!r some s uitab le 
refreshment. From there, another warm drive in cvenine 
sunshine to our hocel at Lyons la Fnrcc fo r French cook­
ing, French wine ,mJ hcJ. 

:--lext d.iy was ,·cry \\·,mn ,md we set out thmugh h<!,lll-
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r if11l fores1 10 1 he vii Lige fllr piu1ic prcw i,inn:,. Ly,Hi.- la 
Foro:t 1s an 1n1t,t.1ndingly :mr:ic1iv(' v ill.1ge w11h a Lirge 
ce ntral c,)\'ered marker ,quare with loc.1 1 prnduce t1f 
un-louhted whole,01111.:nc,., L1iJ ,iut o n long \\'lh>Lkn 
benche,. The nak and tile,[ market alone woulcl ,urcly 
qualify for Grade I , tmu:, in Hrirnin. 

\Ve p11rchased a , umptuow, picnic ,inJ proceeded tu 

Ahhey Mortimer, :in ,,kl 11Hm;h 1cry wi 1h a waLer mi ll. 
Although wo earl y for the guide, It \\'.1> c:1,1 10 Sl'C the• 
tra11quilliLy and natural heauty ol the pl :icc before \\' L· 
mad<· a tou r of 1ypic .1 l Nm111:111d1 llll\m, a ll 1\ith d1c ir 
indiv1du,1 I charm, including R(1squcnnn, 8 (·:u, Neuf­
Marche, Roul(e Marc, Mainnc\·illc and N,•ufch,1r,·I 
(f.i11w11s for d1c:c,c). l'icniLking in a cnmhin aHc rnads1, lc 
l,1e:,r,,m with gr:i,s verge ,1nd 1\'i:lc,>111c shade, :, pa»ing 

wedding adJcJ enrcrwinml'nt m rhe pl'rll'n >('fling; 1 he 
oprcmu11i1y wa, al,o taken for sume mim>r engine adjust­
ment,. m:iinly in 1he in1ere, 1, llf iud ci.:onomy. It i, ,a!t1-
rnry to find th,1r an impr,1\·erncn1 of I mpg can make :1 

10% reduction in ,,ne, fuel hill ,m,l \\'l' ,ill rnn k : II\ 

un,eernly interest ,n each 
01 her\ c011>umpt iun. 

W1rh l l'111pn:1-
cures nnw ,wcr 80° F, the 
rc, t ol the afLcrn,111n wa, 
spi:nr in :, lcb11n.: l\ drive, 
, mpping r,1 ~t•c: , hop, :in,! 
w l't<it a rnfc in the pr,>p­
er Frcnd1 ,11le. The car, 
wc:rc: 111e1·11 :1hl y the LCll• 

tre o t interc·,r :in,! :dw,11, 
f!u,1rnnleed fmmdly nnd 
gcne-n1u~ ~ervict'. 

S umlay \\ ,1' ,I very 
different day ,md :ifrcr :i 
warm nii.:ht it wa, ,1lri::1cly 
h,>I h1 hrcak la,t time. 
Fir,r , top \\·:1, fhr Ruga11 i 
whcri: drink, wi:n· r:,ki:n 

:md a11 Engl i.,h rock hand had been rnwideJ which ,,per­
atcd <'llt,idc with powerful a111plil1er,. Thi, 111<1de FrcnLh 
conversation imrL)ss1hle. ro rh c relict of ,nme, hur 0111'cd 
an enormou, crowd and we were SL)On joined hy m hcr 
elderly car,, 111cluding a l1re,cia Bugani and a Ddage. 
Eventually ;1 mi:s,enger :innounced rh:11 we were requi red 
at the l 16tel de Ville and the w111·11y pmcccdc,l, f1r,r v1,­
iting the Mu,ee de Re,i,rance, o l which there a number in 
Norn1Jn,l1l:. Thi, one w:i., J',lrl ic11 l:1rl r authoritatil'e, ht!ing 
run lw an ex-R,·si•mmce offJCL'r who g:ivt• us many i111er­
est ing anec,..lntc, through an interpreter, t--1. Jean-Paul 
Lef-,1·ro.:, who al,o m1 ncd d1t: Dd,1ge. 

We were w,lwn::cl ,n10 the Htncl de Vi lle m he c nrcr-
1,1i11ed by the Mayo r, M. mot, 1hcn given 111cmentues nt 
our vi~it. t<lf!C I her ll'il h genl:l'lll1:, rcfreshme nr. Lyn n Rru:1 
w;,s th,•n called 11pl1n :md did h i, hit for the rntenre cor­
Jialc in:, very pre tt y , peech . 

With the for111 ,di1 ic, llVcr w.: c11ntinue,l rn the 1m1•11 
squMe where the whole populmi llll :1pp-,ared to he having 
lunch 111 the , t rect and ,1 mecb,mical nrg,111 w;i, providing 
music . After snm,· fun he r rcfn:,hmcnt the M.iyor c:il lcd 
the parry t<> order and to nur surprise. our lcader M. Kon 
Sker111,m wa, pn.:,emcd with the Frei:drnn of F,1rges le:, 
Eaux! I lr rq,lied in e legant Fn:nch w this great h,mour 
,1nd we e<,ukl Lk1 nt1th111g hm b:i sk i11 rerlected g lory. 
Ph,11 ogr:iph, in and around the c:1r, follmved and the 
whole cavalc;,de ,k·parted for lunch rtt Maison Ron, wlH'rc 
Murie l h ,1d laid nn n ,r..tggcring feast. Some of us nnw 
regre1 ted I he 1empcarinm of the tnwn h:ill. but iL i, sur­
pri ~i ng h ow the hu1n:in frame can adj u~t w rhcsc occa­
:,itm, .iml th L· honour nf I h e C lub wa:, upheld. 

Fnlloll'ing lu nch, the ,iwner of the Buga t ti, M. 
fkrrlwlrn, , ugge:,tc:d we joined him nr hi~ homo.: for (tea)? 
which s.:emL·d ;1 go<1d ido.:,1 aL the t ime so off we went and 
, pem a pleas,1111 Cl'llpk nf hn11r., !nuking around h is rather 
dcg,11H XIV Century home and lnu ngi ng hy h" lake, 
wh<'rL' :i p:m of "''an, clearly lhought we 111t,·nded ro 11111r­

der Lhe1 r youn11, c:111sing '" to retre;iL tn ,afecy. 
Evenwally "'~ departed and wcrc adv1,cd rhc1L 1\e were 

c•xpe<·1cd 10 dn>p in on M. Claude Lamirand which we 
duly did. i-11, hou,e w;,, :, lf1rn1 hui!JinJ.( convened wirh 
exquisite tllste 1nm a period family home with few 
am1chroni,m, and must qualify ILlr 9 out of I O for original­
ity. Drinks h;id been prepared in the ga rden w1rh home 
made Calv;1dm >1ml we continued t)ur afternoon in like 
mannl'r. Our hosts were channing and gencmus but the 
gateway~ were gctung narrower and our leader wa:, becom­
ing concerned ,1hout dinner, so we made our farewells and 
returned to t h e hn1cl where, to our ,urpri,e, ou r French 
friend, had alrt·a,ly Mril'l'd :ind had organised refresh­
mcnh 111 the garden. The hnrcl kindly opened the ball­
room ,md laid table, for t hi, party withouc demur and we;: 

sat dnwn t, > a riorrn1, ,!inner. 
\Y/e a,;umed rhat this was :1 typical French Sl\nclay! 
In rhe muminJ.( we headd c.-ist, dest mc,l for Epernay in 

rhc lwarr ,if rhe Ch:11npagne region. The journey took us 
through s uch nnrihern Fn:nch cn ies llS Rca11nli~. 
Compii:gne and !:,L)iSS(ll1S. The highl ight of dw day was 
1111r p1c11ic he.,ide a quiet lake in che For.'.'t Ut'. Comp1egne 
fr,llmwd hy :, visit I here to the famous railw:-1y carriage 
where thr German, ,urrcndcri:d in 1918 :rnd Hitler 
:1ccepLed tht French surrcn,lcr in I 940. Near t he end of 
t he day w..: , rPrpeJ al the first ot a numhcr oi champagne 
h,iu;cs. Thb wa, 1'•1.iilly. nc.ir Epernay, where we had a 
tour nf thc cellars and a generous sampl ing of the product. 
For rhe m,x1 t wn nights \\'e stayed .ir the H<"itel le C heval 
E\lanc wlwre "' :ih,·:1y~ (111 the wur we w,ned and dined Ill 

,tyle . 
The folluwing day we proceeded Ill Reims to the 

fomou, Vcul'e Cl iqu,>t c hampagne esrnhli,h111ent. First 
there wa:, :1 t<iur of ,heir large ccll,trs and chc ra,ring, fol-
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lowed by " splendid lun ch at Lhc comp,rny's I 8 rh century 
ch.1teau on t he outski rts o t the rown. After lunch we vi~it-
1.:d Lhe ch a teau ,,f t h e Comte de Domp1crre fo r more 
ch :1mp:1gne :md to see h is collection of vintage c:-ir,. 

Wednesday morn ing we h eaded wesr ;igain to return t,) 

ou r fir,t h,Hel, Lyons-la-Foret. T he one org,rn iscd event of 
I he day was the last champagne hou,e , top, at the chateau 
ot H enri Gcrm.im ac Rilly-la-Monragne for our final 
c/J,[!1lSllHion. 

The wu r then hel1decl roward wcsrcm Normandy hy a 
route r:iki ng us t h rough t h e hills to Les Andelys with a 
wonderful 1·iew tJver the Sein e fln<l a castle on ce occupied 
[,y Richard Lhc Lilln-hcart. T he desrination was Fal;,i,e, a 

tnwn made fon1<1us dur ing ch e Norman dy invasion in 
1944. Our ho tel was the C h ::lteau de T ertre which turned 
out LO be a very spec ial adventure. \Vhen the fi rst of our 
p:irry arri ved bt1· th;,r afte rnoon at " la rge edifice in 
extensive grounds the place seemed devoid of any staff, 
hut disuint hammering and awing could be heard. In due 
cour~c :1 young bdy appeared and announced rhar o ur 
rooms 1,•c·re not quite ready and would 11·e like co cake a 
, troll in che gardens or tour the rown. T h is we declined in 
iavom of coffee or a hecr, the latter being served in a 
teacup with an ice cuhe on the ~auccr. Such hosp italiry 
wm, intersper ed with frequent d isappearnnce, to ee how 
thl! rooms were gel ting on. 

An h our or so later , 1--y which time a ll of w, h ad 
arrived, the owner rut in a n <1ppearance with apologic;, 
accompanied by oysters o n the half ,hell and champagne. 
He turned o uL to be a prosperous Engli ,h investment 
hankt>r rrrnrricd to a French ll'Oman. I le had :m ambition 
ro develop this property imo a luxury ho te l but h,1d no 
prior experience. This had become apparent by the time 
we were , hown to our rooms at I O p.m. :md were w ld to 

hurry Ln the <lining r0om fo r a deluxe dinner. Om ho,t 
announced rhm we were Lhc only guests in rhe place and 
that he was not going to cha rge us for Lhe rooms bur o nly 
for the gala dinner. 13y the time we had complered the 
seven-cnur,c meal we all agreed that the 28-ye,:1r-old chef 
(whose wife wm, Engli,h) migh t well achieve the accolade 
of the best chef in France ch ar our ho,t pred icted for him. 
RrcaktaH the next morning ranh·d ga,rron omic:-illy in it 
own w;.iy with the dinner. Before departure l\'C were pho­
rngrnphed and inren·icwcd hy Lhe local press and congrat­
ulated for heing the first guest~ nf Lhc C h ateau de Tcrtre. 
We reached Ba1eux by midday and ,pent the rai ny after­
nuon viPwing the famous tapestty which commemorates 
William the Conqueror\ i1wa,ion of Eng land in 1066. 

Our last full d a\' was mainly occupied with a drive 
alung the Normandy landing beaches, wirh a ,LOp at one 
of the m11,eum, of the event. V;/./e also p;,ssed rh rough 
fo · hionable Dcauv1llc ;,nd had tea by the picturesque ha r­
bour of Ho nfleur, before ,pending the night at the l lotel 
Relic ble , ur Risle on an i hmd not fo r fro m Rouen. 

In the morning, Ron led th e way to Dieppe through 
narrow lanes, to avoid the ruad blocks se t up on the mam 
ruad, by striking French lorry driver,, Lhus gett ing us to 
the ferry 111 gucxl time for th e return cros,ing to England. 
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RilleJ a~ an llpporru ni ty rn spend a weekend driving 
Lhruugh che ro ll ing Suffolk counrrys1<lc ,111d inc lude visits 
Lo olJ. houses. local muscums and carhccktls, hut dlso ha\'(' 
a scatter rnlly :rnJ a photo quiz, this c,-cnt ccrr:iin ly h:1,I 
all thcs(· ingrcdicms, plu, I he cxtrn hcnefits of sniyin!,! ,11 

'The Sw:in' in Lavcnham, a 500 vem old inn siL11<1tcd in 
one of England's rnusL beautifu l m~Jieval vi llages. 

Arriving ac Lavcnham in the clea r afternm,n light for 
which ·uffolk 1:; noted, ga,·c time w pend the remainder 
of Friday explciri ng-rhc village, with its ancient G uildhall 
in the Marker Square· ,1round I 529, an<l hu ge church lll Sc 
f'etcr :ind Sr P:111I, h,1rh hui lr when rhe wc,1l rh ,,f chc 
region from wool was c11 i1., zenith. 

Jen~ Pi lo, the urgani,er, lrnd link,x l the Sat11rd:1y m urc 
to a phnco qu i:, and this nwst scenic run, wh ich included 
the ~ems such as Kersey, another mcclic,·al ,·ill ,1gc uf rirn­
her irnmed houses, with the River Bren running th rough a 

ford at the hoccom of che main street. This vi llage alone 

H11..Sh Hv111 m J,.;,cH~":•· Briml & )1J \\"1outtim n-:~utw.ti: rh,., u·rna .'ipl.:1~/i of tl11.• 
Riwr /Jr,:r, in ,heir 192.> ~iltw( ihosr lC4£L,, follow.-J lry /912 S,lwr Ghust 
ll5-J, .. ln·1l!nlryT11n Forri.:'Slllnd 192.:; l(\(/rit·l•nh~ \u:-il•F11rrl'H 'lJ 'T\V, 
/ ,X'l lG w,J 5/ll'E ar.· 1/ie J•wked Uho,c-

\ 'imnRt! li1w1tJJ m Col-.lh.1m f-lldl. Fm .. ~ Silt..-r ( IJioq'i tmJ one> •1} l'a .. h nf 2Q, 
1,1/25 P/. I'll , PI 11 
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makes a trip ro S ufft,lk w,xth,1 hi le, particularly i11 mid­
mo rning when we had the place a lmosL to nursdve,. 
Continu ing rhrnugh S ud bury and Long Mc lfo rcl , \\'c 
arr ived ar Coldharn I !all, the r'ilo 's elegant home, where 
we were hosted by Jens and Anne to a magnificem ban­
quet which Anne had prepared for everyone. 

\'i/e then had rime fm a guide,[ tour of the l lall and :in 
i11spect ion of Jens's Rnlb-Rnycc collection before ,ecting 
nf u, vi,iL Ely CathcJr;i l. 

W h ilst some of 1he group headed bck on Su nd.iy 
morning, the hard ier ,oub risked 1hrearen i11g m.:arhcr ru 
drive• on a scenic roure to nurLh Nuriulk Lo visit Bl ick li11g 
I hi ll, a l'alladian mans ion built in the 17th cemury. The 
rain kept off umil ,.ifte r arriva l t ime, pw duc ing ,1 wet drive 
home hue a fine weekend nevertheless. 

O ur speci,1 l t hanks co Jens Pilt1 for organis ing eh ~ 
we1.:kend and ro Anne for the w,;ndcrful bnnqucr which 
wa, much apprcciared hy :ill. 

\ri,ie Funt\! :,.Car1:,.11a 19J 2 Stb.~r Gho.~t 215-l and {!l!r" rhe .,'1011' ,m eh,• nit1d 

J'rrnn El, Cmh,•dral 

Sdt'L'T' Gi11N lrr1l!/) w Blwklin~ Hnlf . 

RECORD TOKENS 

Caveat Emptor - or Watch for Fakes 

The T une:, of L<>n,l,,n in Nn\'emher 1991 rep,1rrcd that an 
American c.1r collccmr haJ hccn awarded £60,000 LLun ,,gcs in 
the 1-ligh court against Coys of Ken, i11gtu11, for ,clling him a fokc 
I 91 l Silver Cihnst. It was rcporrcd tha t rhc collecror succcs.fully 
sued Coys for fraudulem 11mrcprcsen1.1uun ,1ftcr he ,h, covcrcd, 
" ' ye,11 s :1ite1 h11ying the car in 1983, that it wa~ a 1922 mo,Jel 
worth hall rhe amuum he pa1J tor it. The u1ur1 was tnld rh.11 :1 

ph11e wnh the 19 1 l chassis number 25 13 had 1-ccn fi xed on rbe 
cnr anJ the real m1111ber file,! nff the frnnt cr,,,.i memher. Wha t 
,eems wors" is rh ar rh" judge srared rhat Coys knew ahout its 
dubious past, having hecn fon;eJ Lll rnkt: it h.ick from c.1 Surrey 
purcht1~rr n yc;H hcfor~. afrer a lcg:..\ I :1cth)n was starred chen for 
the s:-ime reas1J11. Oocumcn~ had <::ven hci.:n 1concoct1"\I' ,1t thar 
1 im~ 1n help make rhc second sale. 

A second c,1sc: of" 'fake' n 1r wa.:; also rc"Veale ... l la ll2' in 199 1 nr 
c1 fin ,nk:-- aurr inn in Lon ... k-.n. T h is was ;-l 'birscr1 in the gut~t· of 
chasm 2678 with engine 970, being nffen,,I a, '1 ruly splcnd iJ 
Edw:1rdi.rn-period mowring'. RLlhcrr McDerm,,u of Mt'lb,>urne, 
o wner of the gl'nuine- 1678, Wtb lHll' of ;_1 number nf Silv~t (Jho~t 
nwncrs nr cxpcrrs whu :1Jv isc ... l Brooks. whL, withdrew the car. 

Thi~ n~r)1 pnipt'r actiun contrasts with some of il1c other his• 
rory ,if rh is cnr, wh ich is o ne of a number of Ausm1li,111 Stiver 
G host, with a chequered h1st,1ry that pass,·,1 th rough 1he hnnJs of 
early Gh,ist collecttirs who nfrcn , lism,1mlcd rhc cars or mixed o r 
:,wc1rpt·d pa rt~, making <Htrihutiun of such cars 1;1ther difficult. In 
some other cases, the lack of Cl'idence ,>fa chassis number wm, 
alle~e,..lly ~w1..·rcorne hy 'h.Jrn1wi1 1g' the cha~:_..i~ nu mber frl)ITI n gen# 
uine G h,ist known w h,ive been sent to A ustralia but whose 
wli1:1e;1ll<1111:_.. w ;1s 11 nknown, presumed \lcsrrt)ycd. 

The fake that masqueraded,., 2678 ,ipparenrly fi tte,I tl,b l" t · 
ter ca1i.:gllry, hu1 ir~ posirinn ns an 1n1posrcr wns revealed w hen 
rhe real 26 78 mid, sub equentl y, the real engme 97D were tound. 
I, 1s knnwn t,, h:1vc been ,,,IJ m Australia some time m the mkl 
1970s with the true fon, kn.,w11, hut ,uh,equ~ndy rh is h'lg11s 
nnrihunnn :'.Is :'l vcccrn n G hnst :-ccms co have been aprlied to it 
L\llCt' aga in, po~s1bly when i l w ;:1!). ~l1ippt:d lo Eng l:1nd in the 
1980s. As ;\ car with /)arr ,if the chassis (at least) believed lu be 
from 26PE ( l 920), the ge«rhnx from 58LE ( 1921 ) and the J iffor­
cnri:11 frnm l 14AE ( 1920) 1r was certainly nu1 a ,·etera11 Ghnst. 

With th,· , ,dd 11cnuinc disc,wcry of a lnng Inst Silve r G host 
srill happening now anJ then, pro,pective buyer,, panicularly nf 
vc terL11 1 S1h-t'r Cihn!-itS, rnw,r r-akc p:uricu la r care. Remember, 
these cwt) cars mcntioncJ alx,ve remam in existence, ~,n.._l f11nhcr 
,·cten111 cx-A usrnili,111 (:m, I mayhe m her) Silver Ghosrs may still 
be rhere to haunr us. 

T he Federation of Brit ish Historic Vehicle Clubs 

T he 20 Ghost Cluh 1s a 111embcr 111 the Federnrinn, rhc main 
f'llff"l).,e nf which is ro ensure rh:ir hisc0ric vehicles, such ati our~, 
can stil l be used in public roaJ,, without onernu, restrictions, 
pnwi,hl nf course char rhc vehicles a re r roperly mainwind. In 
Lhis country t he Feck-rat ion c>1-opern1es with rhe Dcpamncnr oi 
T r:1nspt1rr ro ensure chat rhe c,·cr~increasing requiremt11t:-.. (1( the 
MOT test, often urged on by the safe ty :ind en vironmcnca I pl'<l· 
tccrinn h)bbies, J o not put our \'chicles off t he ro.id. 

Corrcsp1,1J1di 11gly, in the EC d 10 Fcrlrrminn is acrivc within 
f-lVA which liaise, successfully with Brussels which ,, heginnin~ 
tu •1rnnnlH11sc' Vt· l1ide t1..·sling 1h nu1ghrn11 1hc Community. 
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Fuel 

Tht: Vintage Sports Car C luh has been domg m,isr v,1lu:1blc 
wllrk 111 researching prnhlrn1, r,11sed hy 1he 11sc of modern fuels in 
oklcr car,. T wo reports have heen puhlished, and are availahlc 
lr(1m them rcspecri,·cly on unle<1ded petrol ,,nd vaporisatim1. 

T h,. m" i" prohle m posed by unleaded fuel 1s 'VJ!v,· Scar 
Ero,ion'. The lead c1)rn p,"1ent in leaded fuel iomis a r r,ltective 
la)(;'f nt\ val\'t' St'c:ll:> (in a<ldirion re, discouraging \.letonatinn' nr 
'pinking'). In engines 11mning ,1t h igh speed .iml their maximum 
uul put, ern~iun uf u.tst~ iron valve ~cats c;:in be rapid. Luckily. few 
,,f our c:irs run unrler ,uch stress(ul condiuons ,111d rhc problem 
ha, ,,pparently n(lt so far raised its head . Some consider th:1r an 
occasional filling wirh leaded fuel can form a va l"c scat cuating 
which will lc1~1 i"ur ,urne tune. 

In Norrh Arne.rim where lenJcd fuel ha, hcen una,·ailJblc for 
, cve f<1l ye,,rs, nu problem, h a\'e been reported. Recently, (ucl has 
hccn much more vobrile than wht:n 011 r cars were huilr. We tend 
lu hke tn u,e I hem 011 h<ll days in summer and to park rhen with 
their exposed ranks in full sunlight, nn he:ncJ tarmac. 

Anything you c ;:1r1 du to rt'duce c1cc~~s of h1..:at fr~)m the 
exh:iust or engine ttl t he fuel will help, as will ensunng ;tca,ltly 
inclined pipe run~ tu ensurt' th(.1t vap(.1Lir can escape hack into the 
Auwvac rnnk ( where fittc<l). lt is hclieved that the Government 
i::i requiring du:: oil c::nmpc.111 ie.-, lll nwkc fuel le"-~ volatile ro pTl>tecr 
rhc atmosphere. but also doinq us a good rum. 

Australian Inaugural Meeting 

T lw newly i'orme,I A ustrali,rn Ch,1pter 1)f rhc 20-Gh,)St Cluh 
held it, inaugura l meeting at the Ristorante Bu011 R,car,lo , 
Palkli11.~1n n, Sydney on Th uisday 6 /\ugusr 1992. T his was an 
appropriate venue as it has been found that most of tlte 111e mh~r­
ship of the new C:haptcr arc inre rcsr"d in pr"•wiu· Rolls-Royce 
mot1.lr ous ,1nd alsn frx1J. 

l-hJirman Malcolm Johns welcomed s,1mc rhirty members 
,111,I friends pre,-;,11t nnd S['ok" bridly uf the C luh and it, English 
m,1ts and emphasised 1har it is in no way competin g with exi ·cmg 
cluh. 

An elect ion was held fl' pnwidc supr mr f,ir the Chairrmm 
cm ... I St>crct:r.iry(rr~<1:.-.urt·r and Oick Donnel ley w,h clccreJ Evcnrs 
Caprain. supported hy Kerry \Vherry ,md J im RcdmHn. Ji111 Kcl,11 
w ;._b c l~cted A 11!'!1r:1l ian N t"\V~lcirer Editor 

Ghost Seminar 

At short n11t icc, 1he A 11'1rnlian Ch:1prc r C hairman. Malctilm 
Johns 1.,rg:,niseJ a S1h-er Chost ttd111iec1l ~e11u11~1r in Sydney nn 
We,lnesday 2 December 1992.Thc purpose of rhc seminar w:is to 

examine ,Jnd di;')cu.ss the Tt'lech:r.111 ic~ ..iru..l restorat ion t1f 1he S il \'er 
G hnsr d isrrihurnr rnwcr, a ir pressure ~' ump, advance anJ rernr,I 
mec hanism, govt·n1<..1r HnJ nil pump. Actu;1l i1erns from 22NK 
and 6TB were uscJ rn reveal many of tht· asrcccs of S ir Henry's 
enginet'ring ,·xct'llence ,111,l " useful ccclrnical hand,)ut was alrn 
, 11ppl icd. 

Overseas Vis itors 

As :1lw.1ys, overseas visitors are welcome ar events . this invita ... 
cion 11, now cxtende,l by the A1J,tr:dian chap1er tn UK anJ 1)thcr 
rncrn b"rs. in the s,une wav char it is t'xtcnded from the UK w 
Ausmili,11 1 and all 111h<'r m;,mhers. Dohring ca rs if possible, espe­
ci:1lly for the longer tour . 



RECENT NEW MEMBERS 

A welcome is excended co 

Keith Beers, Hinton St George, Somerser 
1929 Pll 8001 Tail Road.s1er 34WJ 
1937 Pll Conrinenwl Touring Limousine 3BU30 

Peter Briggs, Ciry Beach, Western Australia 
1914 Silver Ghost Barker Landaulet 54AB 
1925 20 Reeves Sedancalem GSK35 

Bob Brod. Wallingford , Pennsylvania, USA 
1923 S/)ringfield Silver Gho51 RRCCW Pall Mall Tourer 357HH 

Terry Bruce, Carrum, Victoria. Australia 
1926 20 Park Ward Saloon-L1moU.!inc GYK47 

Richard Bunning, LiQdfield, West Sussex 
1919 Silver Ghost Barker Open Drive LimoU.!ine 35PP 
1910 20 Gurney Nuuing Drop Hwd Coup, GUS72 

David Corben, Southampton, Hampshire 
1920 Silc'er Gholl \'iloodhaU Nicholwn Tourer 60AE 

Colin Crabbe, Stamford, Lincolnshire 
1920 S,lwr Ghost Barker Tourer 7ICW 

Pacnck Daniell. Winchester. Hampshire 
1930 PII HJ MuUmer Sedanca ck Ville 35GX 

David Davis, Cremorne, NSW, Australia 
1922 20 Diskon & Molyneux Tourer 4ZGI 

Dick Donnelley, Newport Beach, NSW, Australia 
1925 Pl Barker Sedanca Coupe 31 HC 

Keith Edwards, Turramurra, NSW. Ausrralia 
191 I Silver Ghost Replica Balloon Car 1730 
1914 20 Cheetham & Borw,ck Saloon GAK57 

Michael Elliott, Warmbad-Villach, Austria 
1933 Pll Barker Cominenral Drop Head Coupe 80MY 

George Forbes, South Melbourne, Victoria. Australia 
1926 20 British Mowr Reswra1ions SkiffGOK74 
1927 20 Manin & Kmg Coupe GUJ62 
1933 Pll Hooper Landaulet 148MY 

Robert Gaines Cooper, Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire 
1912 Silt-er Ghost Hooper Tourer Z211 

Barrit> Gillings, Turramurra, NSW, Australia 
1910 Silt-er Ghos1 Landaule1 1492 

Peter Golding, Barner, Herefordshire 
1935 20125 James Young Sedanca Coupe GPG38 

Richard Goode. London 
1921 Silver Ghosr Tourer 42SG 
1930 Pll Barker Conrinenwl Col,riole1 54GX 
1933 PI l Barker Continenwl Sports Saloon 130MY 

Ben Grew, Wesrcliffe on Sea, Essex 
1923 20 Barker Tourer 66H9 
1929 20 Page & Hunt Saloon G\1O40 

Richard Hensby, Wakefield, Yorkshire 
1912 Silver Ghost Roi cks Belges 1888 

Richard Hipkiss, High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire 
1933 20125 Gurney Nu11111g Drop Head Sedanca GTZ9 

Max Houston, Cenrral Mangrove. NSW, Ausrralia 
1934 Pll Park Ward Continenwl Touring Saloon 173RY 

Lawrence James, Omaha, Nebraska, USA 
1922 Springfield Silver Ghost RRCCW Pall Mall Tourer 85BG 
1925 20 Park Ward Tourer GLKB1 
1929 Springfield PI Brewster Derby Tourer S 154FR 

James Kelso, Pymble, NSW, Australia 
1929 PI Hooper Landa«kt ORSO 
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Con Keogh, Canning Vale, Western Australia 
1921 Sil11er Gholl Brit,sh Moror Restorations Tourer 106AG 
1927 l'I Bri11sh Mo1or Reswrations Tourer 4BUF 
1929 Pll HJ Mulliner W'eymann Saloon 98W] 

Richard Knight, Glen Iris, Victoria. Australia 
1923 Sil,-er Ghost Waring Bras To1mr 97LK 

John Marsh, Stourbridge, West Midlands 
1928 PI Tourer 55CL 

William Maunsell, Sydney, NSW, Australia 
1927 PI Jackson. Jones & Collins Umousine 57LI' 

Ian ~1cKay. Rolls-Royce Marketing Director, Crewe, Cheshire 
David Neely, Croydon, NSW, Australia 

19291'11 Jackson, Jones & Collins Limousine l20XJ 
Laurie Ogle, Su therland. NSW, Australia 

1926 PI Boat Tail Sports SC 102 
1938 25130 Molyneux Sedance ~ Ville GGR45 

Henry Petronis, Easton, MMylanJ, USA 
1912 Silver Gholl Barker Tourer 1921 
1914 Siloer Ghost Por1holme Tourer J7RB 
1924 Springfield Silver Ghost RRCCW Pall Mall Tourer 195KF 

Peter Price, Woldingham, Surrey 
1927 20 Hooper Tourer GA]81 

Jeffre1 Priddle, Kenmore, Queensland, Auscralia 
1921 Solver Ghost Tourer 142LG 
1933 20125 Hooper Sports Saloon GLZ67 

James Redman, Paddington, NSW, Australia 
1922 Silt-er Ghost Tourer 2ZG 

Ham1Sh Scott, London 
1937 25130 R,ppo,1 Sporu Saloon GLP9 

John Smith, Ferny Creek, Victoria, Australia 
1924 Silt-er Ghost Tourer 58™ 
1937 25130 Hooper LimoU.!ine GUN26 

Terry Spilsbury, Huntington, New York, USA 
1926 Springfield Silver Ghost Tourer S207ML 

DeNean Stafford , Tifton, Georgia, USA 
1921 Siloer Ghost Bari= Tourer 50UG 
1925 Springfield Siltoer Ghost RRCCW Pall Mall Toum S 175MK 
1937 25130 HJ Mulliner Sedanca ck Vilk GMP38 

Johannes Stefels, Nieuwersluts, Holland 
1923 Silver Ghost Pininfanna Open Drive Limousint ck Viii, !OEM 

Christopher Tubbs, Stroud, Gloucesterslurc 
1914 Silver Ghost Tourer 27PB 
1922 S/)ringfield Silver Ghost RRCC\V Oxford Tourer 5BG 

Peter Vacher, Abingdon, Oxfordshire 
1922 Sils"'r Ghost Barker Calmok1 ck Ville 35TG 
1926 ZO Windowri Allu•ea1her Tourer GSK15 
1928 20 Docwr•s Coupe GYL67 
1928 20 Chasm GYL68 

William Vincent, Castle Hlll, NSW, Australia 
1923 Sil,..,, Ghost Chassis 17GH 

Christopher Wares, Robercsbndge, Eas1 Sussex 
1932 20125 Freeswne & Wtbb Sports Saloon GMU59 

Beth Wilkie, Turramurra, NSW, Australia 
1912 Silt-er Ghost Tourer 2139 

Ashley Will.!, Penn, Buckinghamshire 
1932 20125 Barker Sedanca ~ Ville GBT81 

Events Calendar 1993 
AGM & Dinner, Charrerhouse, City ofLondon 

Auscralian Alpine Rally - Beechworrh, Viccoria 

Spring Luncheon & Driving Tests - Brooklands 

Irish Georgian Tour - Kent 

Cocswolds pre-Alpine Tour 

Annual Picnic & Concours - Hanbury Hall , Droicwich, Worcescershire 

Alpine 93 - Re-enactment of the 1913 Austrian Alpine Mocor Concest 

Isle of Wight Tour 

29 January 

6- 10 February 

25 April 

28-31 May 

3-5 June 

6June 

17 June/5 July 

24-27 September 

Beyond 1993 
AGM & Dinner, House of Lords, London 

3 I's Tour - Ireland, Islay & Iceland 

GHOST 

Trophy Winners 
1992 

Alpine: Graham Adams 

Woodmansee: John Kennedy 

Harding-Rolls: Bill Handcock 

Fred & Joan Watson: Peter Collinson 

Messervy: Peter Price 

Dymock-Maunsell: Digby Wills 

Stanley Sears: Ron Skerman 

Phoenix: Tim & Sue Forresc 

Fergusson-Wood: Ashley Wills 

F-W Phocographic: Jens Pilo 

Ladies: Michael Panter 

28 January 1994 

Spring 1994 

Club Shop 

Car Badges 

The Club has uperb car badges, red enamel on brass co 
march brass radiators, or chrome for nickel or chrome 
radiators. £2 5 each. 

New 33x5 Tyres 

Original 1920s rread pattern. Suicable for Silver Ghoscs 
and New Phantoms. Available from che Club ac 
compecitive prices. (Other sizes also possibly available). 

Back Copies of the Record 

These include a few early numbers. Mose recenc edicions 
also available. £2.50 each. 

All above items available from the Honorary Secretary 

Rear Co,er. 
A scene from ,he classic motoring days of the 1920s! Nor exacd). fn 
fact a classic scene~ 1he 1990s, on 1he Settle & Carl,sle ra,1«-a~ 
- on 1he route of 1he Cuml,r,an Drit•1ng Weekend cour. 
Phowgraph b) John I.. Kennedy 




