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t.ORD HIV-ES: AN APPRECIATION 

With the death of Lord Hives, we have lost one of the 
greatest men of our generation. Suitable tributes have 
been paid to him elsewhere, but I feel that some 
personal reminiscences would not be out of place, 
especially as I was privileged to know him very well 
indeed 

1 Hs', as he was known to all, was a man of very strong 
character and had the rare asset of imbuing his 
enthusiasm for hard work into his team, even if it meant 
continuing to exhaustion. On the other hand, he had an 
extremely kind and sensitive nature and was full of 
impish fun. 

I well remember the first time he came to lunch at 
Bolney to see the cars, and particularly the 1912 Silver 
Ghost limousine (1721) which had just been fully 
restored. Mr. A. G. Elliott (E) came with him and after 
lunch we started off on a test run. I drove for a few 
miles, then handed over to Hs, who had noted the 
requisite pauses between the gear changes, and although 
he had not handled a gearbox of that type for very many 
years, he changed with absolute precision and silence, 
double declutching up and down at varying speeds. 

E was then sitting beside him and the two of them were 
reminiscing about the old days and thoroughly enjoying 
themselves. After a few miles Hs pulled up and offered 
the wheel to E, challenging him to make silent gear 
changes, which he did with almost the same precision. 
When we got back they both had expressions like 
delighted schoolboys and said they had not enjoyed 
themselves so much for years. 

Editor:lan S Hallows,34 Hayne Road,Beckenham,Kent. BEC 6113 



The following is an extract from the story I wrote for 
C. W. Morton, which is included in his book "History
of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars".

When I had finished the restoration of the 1905 20 hp 
4-cyl Rolls-Royce (26350), I took it up to Derby in May
1956 for inspection at the works. My wife and I were 
guests at Duffield Bank House and Hs and Lady Hives 
were to be our hosts for dinner. The 20 was standing 
outside when they arrived. Hs insisted on examining 
the car before dinner and, after a preliminary scrutiny, 
sat in the driver's seat casting a knowing look over the 
dashboard and controls. Next he casually flicked on the battery 
switch, the trembler coil buzzed, and the engine started 
immediately. "Damned good"he said, "That's what they 
always used to do-let's go for a run. 11 

We all piled in-Mr. (now Sir Denning)Pearson, Mr. Dorey, 
Mr. Kelley and myself. We went down the drive, Hs changing 
up through the gears without a sound and steering a perfectly 
straight course. Here was the hand of the master unspoilt by 
the passing years. He had just driven in on the latest model 
Rolls-Royce with automatic gear box and power steering 
giving 4¾ turns from lock to lock. He jumped back to 1905 with 
the very tricky crash gearbox, and steering with only ¾ of a 
turn between full locks. 

We thought that he was only going to take us to the 
end of the drive and back, but we reckoned without 
Hs. His face assumed the expression of a delighted 
schoolboy and he sailed with full confidence out on 
the road to Duffield. After a couple of miles he 
turned to one of the passengers (who shall be name­
less) "Now you have a go and let us see what you 
make of it. "Unfortunately, the gentleman in question 
was not able to adapt himself so readily to the old 
art of driving. At first we snaked through over­
correction of the high geared steering and the gear 
changing could not be classed as inaudible! 

After much pleasant banter from Lord Hives we 
were soon back at Duffield Bank House, and enjoyed 
a splendid dinner. - SES 
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CONCOURS MARKING 

It is felt that many members will be interes�ed to know h_ow 
morks ore ollocated in club concours according to the guide 
issued to judges . 

In general terms, judges should award 50'% for what r� Rolls­
Royce and 5()0/4, for what is constructed by the 6?dy-burlder. 
When it is necessary to compare two body functions (say a 
limousine and a drop-head coupe) judges should compare 
merits of the body in question with others of that type and age 
whether present or not. In other words, it_ is. possible f?r any . body function to gain 100% if, in the opinion of the 1udges, it 
is designed ideally for the desired function. 

iV.arks should be awarded as follows: 
A Interior cleanliness and smartness. 
B Exterior cleanliness and smartness. 
C Under-bonnet cleanliness, smartness. 
D Chassis clean I iness. 
E Originality. 
F /v\echanical state. 

100 
100 
100 
100 
150 
250 

(For concours d'elegance only,an extra 100 morks 800 are awarded For elegance of design) 
A INTERIOR CLEANLINESS AND SMARTNESS 

State of carpets and cleanliness. 
ii State of upholstery and cleanliness. 

iii State of woodwork. 
iv Ease of window winding. 
v Interior fitments working 

(Lights, Ii ghters, blind, springs). 
vi Steering wheel controls, gear levers, brake handles 

B EXTERIOR CLEANLINESS AND SMARTNESS 
State and cleanliness of paintwori<. 

ii State and cleanliness of nickel,chromium. 
iii State of paintwork under wings. 
iv State of cleanliness and non-yellowness of 

windows and windscreen. 
v State and cleanliness of hood or roof. 

vi State and cleanliness of running-boards. 

C UNDER-BONNET CLEANLINESS AND SMARTNESS 
Cleanliness of bulkhead and surrounds. 

ii Cleanliness of inside of bonnet cover. 
iii Cleanliness and smartness of engine block and 

tappet covers. . . iv Cleanliness and smartness of miscellaneous units, 
carburettor, outovac, magneto, etc. 

v Cleanliness and state of wiring and covers. 
vi Cleanliness and smartness of pipes and rods. 

vii State of radiator block 9nd fan blades. 

D CHASSIS CLEANLINESS 
Cleanliness of tyres, state and cleanliness of 

wheels and wheelhubs. 
ii State and cleanliness of broke covers. 

iii State and cleanliness of spring gaiters. 
iv State and cleanliness of front axle and rear 

axle units. 

20 

20 

20 

10 

20 

10 

100 

35 

20 

10 

15 
10 

10 

100 

15 
10 

20 

25 
10 

10 

10 

100 

30 

10 

10 

10 

v State and cleanliness of radiator shell exterior. 
vi State and cleanliness of grease nipples and

covers. 
vii State and cleanliness of items that cannot normally 

be got at without lying under the car 

10 

10 

20 
100 

E ORIGINALITY 
,',!,arks should not be deducted from the maximum available 

(150) for: . . . . . 
A part that has been replaced and 1s md1stmgu1shable from
the original. . . 

ii New paintwork as For on_g,.nal.
iii New upholstery as for ong1nol.
iv New windows/windscreen replacing those gone Y':llow: 
v A non-original component recommended as a mod1ficat1on 

by R-R Ltd. 
vi New hood as for original. 

The fol lowing maximum marks may be deducted from total (150) 
i A non -ori gi no I type of windscreen • 15 

ii Non-original types of wings. 40 
iii A non-original type of mechanical components not 

recommended by R-R Ltd. 40 
iv Any extra or modification to body work or chassis 

that could not hove been original,except those 
required by law or by modern traffic conditions up to 40 

each 

Note - A grading of less than zero for originality is not 
permitted. 

150 

F MECHANICAL STATE 
,',!,arks should be deducted from the total (250) subject to the 

following maxima: 
If engine is noisy. 

ii If exhaust is noisy. 
iii Petrol gauge not working. 
iv Dynamo not charging. 

50 
40 
10 

25 
v Leaking water-pump, gearbox, back axle or 

other oi I/water component. 25 
vi Coil or magneto not working. 25 

vii Tyre wear shows signs of incorrect alignment. 30 
viii Lights do not work . . 30 

ix Windscreen wipers do not function correctly. 15 
Note - A grading of less than zero for mechanical state is not 

permitted. 
G ELEGANCE OF DESIGN 

i General lines of the car. 
ii Comfort of seats in design. 

iii Ease of entry and exit. 
iv Accessibility of tools. 
v Accessibility of spare wheels. 

vi Additional features, vanity mirrors, foot-rests, 
cigar lighters, mascots. 

vii Accessibility of battery. 
viii Colour scheme exterior. 

ix Colour scheme interior. 
x Type of wood used. 

xi Lack of ostentation. 

20 
10 

10 

10 

10 

5 
5 

10 

5 
5 

10 

100 



THE WELSH TOUR' 

FINE weather marked almost the whole of the Welsh tour 
in which about 30 cars took part from 29 May to 5 June, but 
the sun was outshone by the princely hospitality extended to 
members by Mr. and Mrs Henry Wilkins, Mr John Wilkins, 
Mr and Mrs Frank Hellings and Col. and Mrs Harding-Rolls. 
No one who was on the trip will forget the way in which they 
were so hospitably entertained. Since space would not permit 
a full description of all events, it is felt to be preferable to 
publish a fairly extensive selection of photographs of the tour 
and a brief note on some of the highlights. Four Silver Ghosts, 
a PI, two PH's, three Pill's, four 20 1 s, seven 20/25's, five 
25 / 30 's and four Wraiths were scheduled to take part in the 
majority of the tour, and other cars joined in for occasional 
events. A competition was held during the tour, consisting of 
three parts - mileage from starting point to Brockton House, 
Shifnal, multiplied by age of car; time on hill climb at Little 
Haven; and exterior cleanliness at Monmouth, the three parts 
being graded so that the winner in each section got 100 marks 
and other participants in proportion .. The winner of the 
competition was Mr WAL Cook with his 1912 SG 1895E 
detailed results being given on pp 22 and 23. 
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Brockton House, Mr and Mrs Henry Wilkins' home. 

Most members made an early start on Saturday 
29 May so as to arrive at Mr and Mrs Henry 
Wilkins' home, Brockton House, by noon, where 
the drive was soon lined with cars. 

On arrival, some investigated the swimming 
pool and other Henry Wilkins' collection of cars 
(one observer was particularly struck with the 
neatness of the Hispano-Suiza V-12 engine com­
pared with a· PIII) and were then entertained to 
an excellent lunch. During the afternoon, members 
drove to the Dolgelley area, and the next afternoon 
met at John Wilkins' F airbourne Miniature Rail­
way and took trips on the coast by Barmouth Bay, 
followed by a magnificent buffet supper. at his 
home, Borth Wynog. 

BELOW, LEFT- Members at Port Meirion. RIGHT- Pembroke Castle. 



Next morning members visited Caernarvon 
Castle, '.vhere they were joined by Mr D Z de 
Ferranti with two Silver Ghosts (formerly in the 
Sword Collection) and a PIII, who afterwards 
entertained some members in his home nearby 
Mr and Mrs George Clegg also joined the tour at 
this stage, though returning home later that day. 
Lunch was taken at Beaumaris across the Menai 
Straits, and members then drove back to the 
Dolgelley area for the night. 

The only event arranged for Tuesday, the next 
day, was a visit to Portmeirion, but Wednesday was 
a full day, starting at 10. 20 am at Dovey Bridge, 

LEFT - Some of the cars at 
St David's. 

R B Honnywi 11 1 s PI 11 at Pembroke. 

.. 
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HILL CLIMB 
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JI Yates' Wraith. 

WA L Cook's S G. 

W F Watson's S G. 9 

Machynlleth, from where a police motor cycle 
escort took members in convoy to Aberystwyth. A 
special train had been organised for a trip on the 
miniature railway to Devils 'Bridge and lunch, 
after which members dispersed to Haverfordwest 
and other night stops. On Thursday morning, 
members met at Pembroke Castle and had lunch 
at the Lion Hotel, then driving to Little Haven for 
a hill climb, where the hairpin at the start of the 
climb proved not to be so much a handicap to the 
larger cars as might have been expected : some 
quite good times were recorded (both by the cars 
and by the timekeepers carried in the cars who 
had to return rapidly on foot to the bottom of the 
hill after each climb). Any shaken nerves were 
quickly restored by the excellent cocktail party 
which followed at Mr and Mrs Frank Hellings' 
home and by the magnificent though peaceful views. 

On Friday, members visited St. David's Cathedral 
and the Bishop's Palace in the morning and then set 
off after lunch for the Monmouth area. Saturday, the 
last day of the tour, started with members 'arrival 
at Castle Square, Monmouth and a buffet lunch in the 
Castle provided by the military. Before the cars 
moved off to the Hendre, the former home of the 
Llangattock family, some members were able to 
visit the local history centre, where there are 
many photographs and press cuttings about CSR. 

Near the end of the 

hill climb at Little Haven. 



ABOVE -Hosts to the club on the tour i'ncluded (left fo right) Mr Frank Hellings Lt-Col and 
Mrs J EC Harding-Rolls and Mr and Mrs Henry Wilkins. 

' 

1 

LEFT -The Hendre, former home of the Rolls fomi ly. 

After visiting the Hendre; which is now used as a school, memb�rs were taken to 
L_langattock C�urch to see the Rolls family memorials. A most enjoyable cocktail party
given at Rockf1eld House by Col. and Mrs Harding-Rolls then made a most fitting end 
to a memorable tour. 

BELOW-Rolls' family i::1raves (left) in the churchyard at Llangattock (right). 
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STARTING ON THE SWITCH 

It would be most interesting, I feel, if members could 
write in with their experiences, and the technical 
experts could throw some light on what are the ideal 
requirements for starting on the switch. I will relate 
my experiences in the hope that this will promote 
discussion, and conclude by throwing in one or two 
questions which may or may not be relevant. 
First, as I see it, there is a mathematical chance with 
certain models that on occasion they cannot start on 
the switch at all. What this mathematical chance of 
starting is I do not know, but I imagine it is somewhere 
between 60% for the later six-cylinder cars and 100% 
for the earlier Silver Ghosts with trembler coil. 
However, it is quite easy to see if the mathematical 
chance exists at all by noting whether the ammeter 
needle moves when the ignition lever is moved from 
EARLY to LATE. 
Both my Phantom I ( 20TC) and my Phantom II ( 141RY) 
I turn over through seven or eight compressions when 
cold and then make the ignition switch and retard the 
spark. About nine times out of ten, the engine would 
start; but I must admit that since I have fitted a new 
set of plugs on_ the Phantom II this has not occurred! 
The old ones were dirty and oily. Both these cars 
start on the switch about five times out of ten within 
five minutes of switching off, if the engine is stopped 
at a fast idle and it is not an excessively hot day. They 
are just as likely to start on the switch if the engine 
is switched off when the engine is warm or cool. 
With both cars, periods of delay of over two hours have 
more than once been experienced between stopping the 
engine and starting on the switch. As a matter of 
interest, I put down the longevity of my Phantom I 
battery, at present 14 years old, to turning the engine 
by hand when cold, and starting on the switch subse­
quently. Sometimes, the engine will fire and start if 
the ignition lever is moved rapidly backwards and 
forwards between EARLY and LATE, although I 
appreciate that this is contravention of the handbook 
instructions. 

(Cont. on p 19) 



PORTRAIT OF 27RG 

1922 Silver Ghost with lour-seater touring body. 

Chassis no 27RG. D steering column. 



BOLNEY CONCOURS 

IN SPITE of the disappointing summer, the club has 
been as so often in the past extremely fortunate in 
the weather for its major events. The annual concours 
d'etat, which was no exception, was held in the 
grounds of Old Highlands, Bolney, the home of the 
president and Mrs Sears, on 9 May. For many members, 
this was their first opportunity to view Stanley Sears' 
unique 'collection of magnificent motor cars, and no 
doubt this and the beautiful surroundings contributed 
towards the increased attendance and larger numbers 
of entrants for this event. 

Each year at the club's concours, the standards 
of most entrants grow higher, but it was also interesting 
to see a number of new or refurbished cars for the first 
time. While it is true that there are about a dozen club 
cars that are almost certain to gain an award in their 
class if entered, every car that participates is marked 
in each category by the hard-worked judges, and it can 
be seen that the award winners by no means gain the 
highest marks in every category. Also, the total marks 
awarded count towards other club trophies, so that the 
winners of the major club trophies need not only to keep 
the cars in pristine condition, but also to use them to 
a considerable extent, to drive them with some skill or 
to attend the majority of club events. 

The marking at Bolney was similar to that employed 
in previous years and full results will be found on the 
following pages.The overall winner was Mr L E Dalton 
with his 1938 PII (24PY), and the class winners were 
Mr WAL Cook's 1912 SG (1895E), Mr J D Mackaness' 
1926 Twenty (GMJ31), Mr R J Barton's 1933 20/25 
(GDX36) and Mr SR Terry's 1938 25/30 (GZR2). 

Members who spent such an enjoyable day were 
extremely appreciative of Mr and Mrs Sears' kind 
hospitality at what was certainly the best attended 
club cone ours so far. 

JAG Burchell's 20. 

J D N\ackaness' 20. 

G W Otter's 20/25. 
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15 JC Denton's 20/25. 
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RECENT CLUB EVENTS 

VIXEYAi/0.3 Ll "\CJ!EON 
,\ most cnjo_yaJk tiatherint� look place on Salun.lay 
24th ,\pril, amid the Wiltshire rounlryside for the 
fifth year runnmg and the attendance Wl3S gre,der 
than ever l)efore. more than fillinti both of ·he 
available car parks - two );ew Phanton1s, one 
Phantom II. one Phantom [IJ. six 'J0/'25's, three 
25/30 1 s, two Wraiths and in addition six of the 
company's posl -war products. There were some 
who had come irom nearby Bath and Bristol, but 
the majority came from London and the Home 
Counties and others from even further away in 
Sussex. Weather on the whole was dull, but apart 
from a short shower as members were beginning 
lo leave. opportunity existed to take advantage of 
the views permitted by the hills on either side of 
the Avon valley. This venue may not be to every­
one's liking but the committee has yet to find 
another place in the West Country within a hundred 
miles of London, offering a good variety of food and 
wine for seventy persons, clear from the public, well 
away from main roads and at the same time with 
adequate parking space . 
As in previous years, the Bath and Wilts Chronicle 
and Herald were there to greet us. For them perhaps 
an unusual occurance to write about compared with 
more routine affairs. They had to have explained to 
them that club members do not wish to be posed 
alongside Lheir cars and that if this were done at 
every event every year, there soon would not be 
any attendance at events al all. But somehow it is 
felt that these journalists away from the metropolis 
are really interested to learn something about Holls­
Iloyce lore and mystique, not only for the sake of 
writing a 'good story'; the hardest fact, I think, they 
have to swallow is that we are not out for publicity 
and that we want to meet each other and see each 
others' cars in solitude without being worried by 
the world at large. As a personal record, the day 
after, as is my wont when in Bath, I took my mother 
and two of her old friends to the Abbey for morning 
service, using my Phantom I. Coming out after the 
service, l found about ten interested young spectators 
around the car, all most polite and desirous of 
discoverin� what they could about something which 
was fine, old and beyond them in time and probably 
contemplation. I stopped to get some �unday newspapers 
- a similar group gathered - and an olcl funeral car
chauffeur from the Midlands stopped me for a good
five minutes, almost castigaHng me for not having told
him there had been a llolls-lloyce rally the day before!
It seems what was years ago to most people a rather
dull old car is now an object of attraction, and no clouhl
other members have similar experiences. The rna�ic of
a name appears to grow with al(e.-,J C D-l\l
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PJ\ NGROl'liNE VISIT 

Once again, it was a lovely day as members from 
various distances up lo eighty miles converged 
on the Nautical College about one and a half miles 
south-west from the middle of Pangbourne on 26th 
June. most of us with the aid of a locally-drawn plan 
kindly provided by the College. For those who had 
booked, Cdr. Mornement(who is on the staff)and his 
wife had arranged an excellent buffet lunch at their 
own home and this was attended by over twenty very 
grateful people. 
Punctually at 2. 30 pm the convoy from the Mornement's 
house passed the College main gate and along the half­
mile of drive to the parade ground which had been 
reserved exclusively for us. One or two cars were 
already there, neatly parked under the supervision of 
cadet 'marshals', and the remainder arrived shortly 
after. 
The Nautical College was founded about fifty years ago 
by the Devitt family, whose interests include mercantile 
shipping and insurance, to attract boys of thirteen who 
would be potential Merchant Navy officers. At that time, 
only HMS Conway and HMS Worcester, both'wooden walls' 
with somewhat rough living conditions, catered for such 
lads and the newly built RN Colleges at Osborne and 
Dartmouth tended to attract the cream. Pangbourne, with 
its permanent buildings and spacious grounds in a 
lovely setting on the lop and gently sloping south face of 
the Berkshire Downs, quickly became popular with 
parents and cadets alike and thus fulfilled its founders' 
hopes. It is perhaps ironical that to-day, with the R::-l 
College at Dartmouth taking only seventeen year-olds, 
Pangbourne has become a large source of supply of 
recruits for the Hoyal Navy! 
The parade ground. where we found ourselves, typifies 
the beauty of the College setting. Protected by woods to 
the north and west and the main building of the College, 
Devitt llouse. lo the east, it has a glorious uninterrupted 
view to the south over rolHng countryside-quite superb 
on this beautiful day. 
We we re not the only peubles on the beach. On "Big Side", 
three hundred yards to the west of the parade ground, the 
College Cricket Xl was playing an Incogniti team and, 
down in PanJbourne itself, there was the annual regatta 
on the Thames where the College had entered a number 
of crews. In spite of this, there was a good turn out of 
cadets lo welcome us. to enthuse over the cars and to ask 
pertinent questions. 



In fac t ,  the  first event was a compet ition for the cadets . 
Three specimen c ars , w i th highly knowledgeable owners , 
were separately parked and the cadets were invited to 
ask those owners any ques tions they wished-on generalities 
but not in respect  of any pa rticular one of the remaLning 
fourteen c ars -which the cadets were inv ited to c lassi fy as 
lo model, age ,  c hassis number and body-builder,  with strictly 
no ques tions answered by owne rs of the fourtee n .  Obviously, 
three spec imen ears could nol fully represent all the models 
displayed in the remaining fou rteen, so  no s mall m easure of 
inte lligence ,  assessment of body- l ine and c ritical obse rvation 
was needed on the part o f  the twenty- five or thirty 
c ompetitors . The winner,  Cadet Welsh s howed quite outstand ­
ing perspicacity an'cl knowledge ,  and was most easily chosen 
by the four devoted members of the club , who renounced 
their tour of the C ollege to mark the papers , as the winner .  
B y  3 . 3 0  pm, w e  we re off o n  the next stage of the v is it-
a drive round of about two miles with c adets as 
passengers ,  out throu gh the main gate , down the lane , 
up a B road to the ' tradesmen ' s  entrance ' and so back 
to the parade ground . The cadets showed a marked 
preference for the open, and usually older,  cars which 
tended to be c rowded to the gunwales .  ( It is rumoured 
that one member, in spite of such a very full c argo,  
showed off by  doing the whole drive , including an 
acute corner leading into a qu ite sharpish r ise ,  in top 
gear � More power to his elbow- or s hould it be to his superb 
c ontrol? ) 
Thereafter,  the cadets conducted parties round the C ollege 
before we adjourned to a magnific ent tea, most kindly 
provided by the College , in their Wardroom Mes s .  We 
also had the honour of being inspected by the Captain 
Superintendent of the C ollege ,  Captain Brian Lewis, f{ N 
( retd.  )du ring the course of the afternoon . 
After tea . Mrs . Mornement very kindly and graciously 
presented the three prizes for the competition on the 
parade ground and, by 5. 30 pm, most members were 
on their way home after a happy day. One member ,  also 
showing off. started from the parade ground, amidst an 
admiring group of cadets , in top gear ;the s light reluctanc e  
o n  the part o f  his c a r  was put down t o  c oldnes s ,  and i t  was 
only later d iscovered that the hand-brake was still on! 
P _ S .  Profi ts from the buffet lunch  c ontributed 7 gns . 
to the C ollege Building Fund, destined to provide newer 
and better scientific laboratories . - R B  H 

.6, NNUAL GENE RAL MEETLNG 

TflE 1 5th annual general m eeting of lhc club was 
held at the Eccleston Hotel in London on 25 May 
L 9 65 ,  with Lt. Cdr .  J . C . Dymock -Mau nsell in the 
chair . Tw enty - five mem be rs were present, and 
apologies for absence •, ,re received from Mrs . 
S. E . Sears , Mrs . W . A . l Cook, M rs . W .  F .  W atson 
and M r .  J .  L .  Se ars . 

MINUTES - The mrnutes of the previous 
annual general meeting were read by the hon. 
secretary, M r.W .  F . W atson, and approved by the 
mem bers present as being a true record of that 
meeting .  

Cl lAlH M AN 1 S RE POHT - A w ritten repo rt 
ha<l been drc ulated by the chairman rn advance 
of tlw nwt?ling as previou sly agree rl . l i e  1.hPll 
pointed out  that the committee had noted w i th 
cotwcrn th at there was an increasing, though 
stil l small, at tenclance al open ai r· e,·enls with 
motor e ars other t h an eligible clu b cars . While 
i t  was folly realised that i i  was rnevitable tha t  
on occ asions an eligible club c ar might at  the 
last m oment be unavailaulc ancl that owners 
should nol be prevented for that 1 ·eason f1·om 
attending an eve11l ,  the corn mttlce askecl m Em1 bers 
to  bear in mind  l hP detrimental effect on bolh 
fellow -members and non -mem bers of the s m all 
but defini te attendancP of ineligible t· ars and 
expressed the  hope that the p roportion would 
decrease . T hey al,;o l to pecl that assod ate m emhers,  
who had nol of  course got eligible cars , would m ake 
every attempt lo come to event s  in the c ars o r  full 
members and that full members would grant them 
this facility. 

The president, M r . S. �- Sears , congratulated  
Lt . Cdr .  Dymock-1\l aunsell on  a masterly report,  
and was seconded by Capt .  R. B. H onnywill . 

AC COUNTS - C apt .  I lonnywill commented 
favourably on the s kill of the  committee in fore ­
casting l h e  expenses of non -profitmaking events ,  
such as  the annual dinner anrl t he  Continental tour . 
The hon.  treasurer remin ded members, however, 
that  two more issues of th e c lub magazine in the 
year under notice would in fac t have j ust about 
absorbeci all t he su rplus, but. C apt . Honnywill 
emphasised that h e  was anxious still lo have four 
issues a year. The approval and adoption of the 
accoun ts for lhe year ended 31  Dec ember 19G4  
was  then proposed by M r . G .  McGregor Craig, 
seconded by M r .  H .  G .  Poulter and c arried 
unanimously . 

EL ECTION OF P RE SIDE NT - The chairman 
said he was sure that  every membe r would agree 
that one could not speak loo h ighly of Mr .  S .  E . 
Sears ' services  to the club .  M r .  Sears ' reelection 
as president w as proposed by M r . F . Hellings , 
seconded by C apt . .1 . E .  C astle and c arried 
unanimou sly. M r .  Hellings then enquired whether 
it  would be possible l o  propose M r . Sears ' bein!.: 
made life president, bu t M r .  Watson said that -
thi,; would require a change 1n the club ' s  
con s ti tu tion which at present required thei 
election of a president e ach year, and Mr. Sears ,  
while gladly acc epting election for the  present 
year, felt that it was undesirable for anvone to 
be president without a lime limit.  M r . \Vatson 
then remarked that an amendment to the ron ­
stitution c, ould be dangerous in view of the long­
term outlook and the  n ext generation o f  m embers . 
C apt . ! Ionnywill then suggested an amendment 
to make t he  president ' s  term of offic e a three or  
f ive  year one , bul M r . Mc Gregor C rai g said he 
was not in  favour of  presiden Ls elec LPd for  long -

l 8  
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term p,enods in view of unhappy p recedents in 
other c lubs with wh ich he h ad been conce rned . 
The chairman the n'! forc  proposed that the 
cxecuti ve c ommittee should discuss the 
suggestions put fo rward and opinions 
expressed,  a propos al which was accepted 
_by Mr H ellings and CapL Jlonnywill. 

EL ECTION OF SEC R ETARY AND 
TH.EA SU R E R  - The chairman paid tribute 
to M i- W alson 's  meticulous efficiency in 
safeguarding th e club 's  e conomy without 
h aving to resort to a c redit squeeze . 
His  reelection a s  hon. treasurer and sec ­
retary was proposed by C apt Ilonnywill 
and seconded by Mr Poulter. 

ELECTION OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS -
Co!. S ,l Lovegrove and M r  J G Hampton had 
retired by rotation but, being eligible had 
offered themselves for reelection. As  no
other nominations but theirs had been received,
Mr Poulter proposed and Mr R M Harrison
seconded their reelection.  Capt and Mrs J E
C astle, who had both been committee  members
since the inception of the club, wished to res ign,
but were willing to continue serving on the
general pu rposes committee .

ANY OTH E R  BUSINESS - As  there was no 
further busines s ,  Mr H ampton proposed a vote 
of thanks to the chairman for his hard work on 
the club 's  beh a11'. The chairman then  declared 
the meeting closed. 

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN - At the first 
meeting of the committe e  held after the A G  M 
Lt -Cdr ,f C Dymock-Maunsell was reelected chai rman . 

ANNU AL DINNER 

B ECAUSE of the funeral of the late Sir 
Winson C hurchill t aking place on the date  
o_riginally fixed for the  c lub ' s  annual dinner ­
dance ,  the function was postponed lo 27 M arch. 
About 170 members and guests were present 
at the Hyde P ark Hotel in London on that 
occasion. In p reparing the toast of the guests ,  
the  president, M r  Stanley Sears, mentioned that 
the normal attendance at annual dinners had 
been usually 9 0 - 1 00 ,  but the previous ye ar had 
included dancing for the first  time thanks to 
the generosity of an anonymous member whom 
he now revea.l ecl as being F' red W atson . The 
large attendance made the popularity of a 
dinner -danc e clear . The reply and toast to the 
club was given by M r  W T Gill ,  to which Mr 
W .F Watson replied. The club prizes fo r l [Hi 4 
were presented as follows by Mrs Harding -Rolls 
Mes servy Trophy, l\'l r W A L  Cook; Dymoc k ­
M aunseU Trophy, M r  J Oldham; the Alprne 
T rophy, Mr H H V ForbPs ,  the Stanlev Sears 
Trophy, Lt -Cdr  .J C Dymock-M aunsell; the 
H arding -Rolls Trnphy, M r· C W  Morton . 

FlLM SHOW 

THHJ::E films of particular interest to club 
members were shown at the F ilms and A rt 
Theatre in London on 1 9  March .  These were 
Mr .  S. E . Sear ' s  film of the 1 9 0  I Scandinavian 
tour and M r .  Colin H ughes '  and t he Shell -Mex 
and B .  P .  film s of the Rolls -Roy<' e and Bentley 
Pageant at Goodwood. The style and present ­
ation of these films differed considerably of 
course, but all proved of excellent quality and 
extremely absorbing. 

STARTING ON THE SWITCH 
C oncluded from p 1 1 .  

My 20/ 25 (GBK56) has never in m y  memory s tarted 
on the switch when the engine is warm . T-lowever, it 
has from time to time done so when the engine is cool .  
I remember a cou ple of  years ago making a recording 
for a representative of North America broadcastjng in 
November,  when I needed full c hoke for the initial start 
us ing the self starter ;  I s topped the engine and restarted 
on the switch six times running. This car also has my 
record for delay between switching off and restarting 
in the switch - 13 hours .  The night before our concours 
at Shuttleworth in 1 9 63 at 7 pm , I started the engine , let 
it idle for about  a minute and s witched off. The next 
morning at 8 am l set the startin g c arburettor, made 
the ignition switch ,  retarded the s park and was just 
about to press the self- starter when to my surpris e 
the engine started .  
So much for my own experience s ,  which no  doubt  many 
members can radic ally improve upon; now one or two 
que stions which perhaps the experts wi l l  b e  able to 
answe r . 
1 Does the octane of the fuel used have any 

significance ? 
2 ls a smalle r  spark gap a help, particularly 

when the engine is cool ? 
3 Does the state of the plugs , or the modern 

c onstruction of sparking plugs make any 
diffe rence ? 

4 Does the age of the c oil and the state of 
the points have any bearing on the matter ? 

5 Does the speed of the tickover when you 
switch off the engine affect the issue '? 

6 Should the mixture be rich or weak when 
switching off ? 

7 ls a worn engine a s ignificant factor ? 
8 Why does one seldom hear of othe r m odels 

s tarting on the switch exc ept Derby built 
Bentleys ? - J C  D -M 

( My own PII - 4 3 TA -would s tart on the switch about 
nine times out of ten,  even when left overnight . This 
was after switching off in the usual way and without 
turning the engine over  by hand before attempting  to 
start. My present PT T !  ( 3AZ 1 1 2) has never  sho wn any 
inclination to start on the sw itc h ,  and I presume that 
the ignition a rrangements are such that this c annot 
be done . But the proc ess has always been a m ys tery 
to me. - Ed ) .  



STANLEY SEARS TROPHY 1964 

RALLY DRIVING CONCOURS OWNER ALPINE 
TROPHY ATTENDANCE TESTS D'ETAT 

J C Dymock-l'l',aunsel I 31 731 -225 724 

F Hellings 504 -264 701 

R M Harrison 21 642 -303 678 

W F Watson 27 642 -349 695 

W A L  Cook 454 -210 729 

C J Curtis 31 552 -325 660 

(First 6 places only) 

ALPINE TROPHY 1964 

CHASSIS 
MODEL YEAR NO. MILEAGE AGE 

H H V Forbes 20/25 1934 GAU63 8162 29 

JG Hampton S G  1925 120E U 2842 38 

W D N Berry p II 1931 9GX 4169 32 

H M V N Smith 20/25 1935 GFE40 6114 28 

R B Honnywill P Ill 1936 'JA.276 4050 27 

H C W $omen-Smith 20/25 1936 GBK3 6033 27 

J C Dymock-�unsel I PI 1926 20TC 2829 37 

CJ Curtis 25/� 1936 GUL49 5701 27 

W F Watson p II 1935 3TA 3208 28 

I Munro 25/30 1936 GXM24 4188 27 

CM G Keeping 25/� 1938 GAR25 4029 25 

R M Harrison Wraith 1938 WHA2 4124 25 

S JS Boord 20/25 1933 GBA29 3219 30 

R M Harrison 20/25 1935 GAF81 2862 28 

TOTAL 

1261 

1041 

1038 

1015 

973 

918 

SIZE TOTAL 

x2 473396 

x4 431984 

x3 400224 

x2 342384 

x3 328050 

x2 325782 

x3 314019 

x2 307854 

x3 269472 

x2 226152 

x2 206200 

x2 201450 

x2 193140 

x2 160272 
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Adjusted 
AGE AND DISTANCE Age Distance Total Total 

H B Poulter 51 180 9180 100 

WAL Cook 52 169 8788 96 

H Savage 38 165 6270 68 

TD Hadrill 28 208 5824 63 

J L Sears 25 209 5225 57 

W F Watson 29 180 5220 57 

C Meachen 38 129 4902 53 

J P Smith 38 125 4750 52 

C J Curtis 28 160 4480 49 

SE Sears 25 175 4375 48 

I S Hallows 28 140 3920 43 

RM Harrison 29 135 3915 43 

R B Honnywill 28 135 3780 41 

J C Dymock-Maunsell 28 130 3640 40 

IF Munro 28 13 0 3640 40 

A Heathcote 26 13 5 3510 38 

V M Twomey 25 125 3125 34 
· fll.nbmo, 

. •Mt:6£__.1 
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� 

JI Yates 25 125 3125 34 

HJLL CLIMB CLEANLINESS AT MONMOUTH 

Driver Time-Sec Adjusted Driver Points Adjusted 
Total Total 

SE Sears 18. 0 100 SE Sears 92 100 

H Wilkins 20.0 96 WAL Cook 90 98= 

IS Hallows 21. 8 92= C J Curtis 90 98= 

WAL Cook 22.0 92= J C Dymock-I\llaunsell 90 98= 

T D Hadrill 22.0 92= H Wilkins 90 98= 

I Munro 22.0 92= I Munro 87 95= 

R B Honnywill 22.0 92= H Savage 87 95= 

H Savage 23. 0 90= RM Harrison 85 92= 

V M Twomey 23. 0 90= A Heathcote 85 92= 

J L Sears 23. 1 90= J L Sears 85 92= 

J C Dymock-Maunsell 23.5 89 J p Smith 85 92= 

A Heathcote 24. 0 88 W F Watson 85 92= 

RM Harrison 25.0 86= R B Honnywil� 80 87= 

C Meachen 25.0 86= V I\11 Twomey 80 87= 

C J Curtis 26.5 83 JI Yates 80 87= 

JI Yates 27.0 82 T D Iladrill 75 82= 

H B Poulter 30.0 76= C Meachen 75 82= 

W F Watson 30.0 76= I S Hallows 70 76 

H B Poulter 60 65 

WELSH TOUR COMPETITION RESUL TS 

Driver Model Year 

W AL Cook SG 1912 
H Savage PI 1926 

S E  Sears Wraith 1939 
H B Poulter SG 1913 

J L Sears Wraith 1939 
TD Hadrill 20/25 1936 

J P Smith 20 1926 
C J Curtis 25/30 1936 

J C Dymock-Maunsell 20/25 1936 
1 Munro 25/30 1936 

W F Watson PII 1935 
R M  Harrison 20/25 1935 

C Meachen 20 1926 
R B Honnywill PUI 1936 

A Heathcote 25/30 1938 

IS Hallows PIII 1936 

V IVITwomey Wraith 1939 

J I Yates Wraith 1939 
H Wilkins PII 1932 

BQQK REVIEW by R O Barnard

Chassis 
No 

1895E 

20TC 

WEC2 

2260E 

WLB12 

GLJ49 

GRJ60 

GUL49 

GBK56 

GXM24 

3TA 

GAF81 

G SK80 

3AZ76 

GAR21 

3AZ112 

WHC55 

WRB45 

28MS 

Age and Hill 

Distance Climb Cleanliness Total 
96 92 98 286 

68 90 95 253 

48 100 100 248 
100 76 65 241 

57 90 92 239 
63 92 82 237 

52 88 92 232 

49 83 98 230 

40 89 98 227= 
40 92 95 227= 
57 76 92 225 
43 86 92 221= 
53 86 82 221= 
41 92 87 220 

38 88 92 218 
43 92 76 211= 
34 90 87 211= 
34 82 87 203 

96 98 (194) 

A HISTORY OF ROLLS-ROYCE MOTOR CAilS - VOL I that he would make no attempt to 'glamorise' it in a 
superficial way: it is written in a clear, dry style that is 
delightful to read. Many of his crisp phrases light up a 
portrait : 'Minnie Royce was a portly lady with fine hair 
which went grey rather early'. We meet Royce as a man 
of forty, 'in the prime of life' and his early struggles are 
barely touched on. We are not told of his apprenticeship 
days in the GNR locomotive works, though the beautiful 
Stirling 'singles' may possibly have had some influence 
on his later work : Morton states that the governor bob­
weights in the 30 hp throttle system derive from steam 
engine practice. But from the point of his decision to 'go 
in' for motor cars we have an intimate view of him at the 
centre of the group, flanked by portraits of CSR, EP, PN, 
CJ and almost everyone else. The account of the cars 
which is interwoven with the history of the Company is 

Mr C W Morton needs no introduction to members of the 
20-Ghost Club. though it is something of a slight shock to
realise that he started with the Company more than forty
years ago. His technical knowledge is matched by a flair
for historical research and he has set about a labour of
love with enthusiasm. In Volume One, he portrays the men
who formed the company and describes the car·s that they
made. He has patiently culled memories of the early days
from such men as Ernie Wooler and Jlarry Fleck,
examined what documents and photographs survive and 
worked on the restoration of the only extant 15 hp car to 
gain insight into l{oyce's methods. The result is a book
that almost makes the reader feel that he has seen the
early days of the Company from the inside, shared the
triumphs of the 1906 T. T. and faced the problem of the
30 hp's crankshaft failure. It was to be expected of CWM 
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at once the most authentic, detailed and readable : it is 
illustrated with 1 73 photographs. many of them 'new', and 



27 line drawings. Each model is eovered in turn and we 
step forward to the present day to learn of the discovery 
and renovation of existing cars. A tally is given listing 
each chassis with all known details, and this alone 
provides hours of fascination and, perhaps, speculation. 
The V-8 engine comes in for special praise as a 
remarkable technical feat and we share the author's 
wish that one had survived just as we share his regret 
that the admirable 'light 20' ceased production. 
It is difficult to contain natural impatience for Volume 
Two (the 'Silver Ghost'), for this book is of just that 
kind of quality that would have given R much satisfaction. 

CW Morton : A H1STORY OF ROLLS-ROYCE MOTOR 
CAH.S - 424 pp, 
63s, .Ifoulis. 

THE ROLLS-ROYCE MOTOR CAR 
This book has had an extremely favourable reception. 
It was to be expected that a Batsford production of 
this calibre would be of very high quality, and given 
that the authors were to be Anthony Bird and Ian 
Hallows, it was certain that the contents would l.Je of 
corresponding merit. 
It is divided into two parts. In the first, Bird attempts a 
'complete account of the very remarkable Rolls-Royce 
motor-cars and the equally remarkable men who 
designed, made and sold them'. This is a very 
informative chronicle and it is a tribute to the author's 
engaging style that it is very easy lo enjoy and 
difficult to put down. A special virtue is the way in 
which the early history of the company and its cars is 
placed in the context of the contemporary scene. 
Anthony Bird has a penchant for things antique : he is 
well known in veteran car circles at the tiller of his 
1904 Lanchester or, prior to that, at the wheel of a 1912 
Charron. He brings to his account a delightful sense of 
period and an accurate judgment of the merits of Rolls­
Royce and their competitors. The background of Royce 
Ltd and C S Rolls & Co, the early days at Cooke Street, 
the early competition successes, the move to Derby, the 
development of the Silver Ghost and, the 19 I 4-18 war 
years are all described in detail and supported by a 
fine array of photographs. This occupies six chapters, 
extending over a-hundred pages of absorbing interest 
within the given space, it would l.Je hard to improve on. 
The 1920s and 1930s are covered in two chapters, 
thirty-seven pages in length, and the ground is covered 
in less detail. All three Phantoms, the 20 hp, 20/ 25 hp, 
25/30 hp, Wraith, the 3½ and 4¾ litre Bentleys, the cars 
produced at Springfield have to be included : you will 
not discover what makes a PH a Continental or when 
the PI lost its iron head. Indeed the author states : 'At 
a quick glance little difference could be found between 
the Phantom ll and Phantom I engines ... the two blocks 
of three cylinders shared a common aluminium head'. 
The account of the post-war years is delightful reading 
and the scorn poured on the ideals of the government of 
1945-51 is of almost Churchillian quality. The post-war 
cars are given a fine appreciation by a critical eye whose 
reservations in the matter of cabinet-work veneers as 

applied to the company's bodies are the sort of constructive, 
informed criticism that can only be welcomed. The author 
deals with venomons and ill-informed critics of the 
company in a succinct manner. 
Part Two is a kind of photograph album de luxe accompanied 
by specification tables ancl lists of chassis numbers.in 117 
pages, oyer 150 cars are depicted, from the 1904 l O hp to 
the Silver Cloud ILi. In most cases, the chassis number and 
coachhuilder's name add point to a really worthwhile series 
of photographs, most of which have not been reproduced 
before and which provide a detailed study into some of the 
niceties of coachbuilding. The selection is a representative 
one : all types of body are shown and vary from the frankly 
ugly to the incredibly handsome. The specifications are a 
model of detail and accuracy : this kind of work can so 
easily be marred by inconsistencies and Ian Hallows must 
be given an extra mark for telling us the same things in 
the same order about each model in turn. Errata are few 
the long stroke l 909 Ghost engine is given as starting with 
the 1500 series when surely the 1100 is meant; in the 
appendix the overhead inlet valve 'seventies' are given the 
date 1909 instead of 1908. 
This book, in short, can be recommended to anyone who is 
not already deep in it. 

A Bird and 1 Hallows : TI-ill ROLLS-ROYCE MOTOR CAR 
320 pp. 10 x 7, 105s, Batsford. 

TIIE ROLLS- l{OYCE PHANTOMS 
Amid the plethora of current books, this is one of 
comparatively small size and modest cost, but it 
should not escape attention on this account. Within 
64 pages, the aufhor deals thoroughly with his 
subject and the illustrations are well chosen 
while the nine beautiful photographs of cars in the 
SE Sears collection are familiar, some others of 
the Rolls-Royce portrait gallery are new and they 
are delicately counterpointed with Bugatti. Delage, 
Napier and Hispano-Suiza cars. Standing beside the 
last-named car the club's'Technical Liaison 
Officer'can be recognized : perhaps a liaison over 
the brake-servo was being effected'. 
Mr Tubbs has written many nice things about 
Rolls-Royces in the past (for instance, in'Trying a 
Rich Variety'-The Motor 15th September 1948) and 
this book has both the technical accuracy and verbal 
felicity that would be expected. There are very neat 
data sheets for each model enclosed in the kind of 
decorative border that was used in the catalogues. 
One slip noted in the text was the reference to 33 x 5 
tyres on a Phantom II, but the data panels make no 
such mistakes. This book is a delight to read and 
sparkles with aphorisms characteristic of its author. 
'Rolls-Royce are like good manners. Even their 
mistakes are beautifully made' - this surely will 
become a classic. At all events the hook is itself 
the essence of good manners and is worthy of its 
subject. 

n B Tubbs: THE ROLLS-ROYCE PHANTOMS 
64 pp, 8. 1/4 x 8. 2/5, 15s, Hamish Hamilton 
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