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Message from Stanley Sears 
In view of the fact that I had decided to go and live in Bermuda instead of Jersey, I did 

not offer myself for re-election as President of the Club at the Annual General Meeting. 

I felt that a President should not be a figurehead, but must take a lively and active part in 

the Club affairs. When I bave had a year of absence from this country (to qualify for 

residence abroad), I will be able to return periodically for visits, provided that they do 

not exceed a total of three months in any one year. 

While I shall certainly come back, and hope to take part in some events, the distance 

involved would not allow these visits to be frequent enough to carry out efficiently the 

duties of President, and it was therefore with great reluctance that I offered my resignation 

to the Committee. May I say how very much I have appreciated the splendid cooperation 

and loyalty of all the club officers, making my duties as President very light and enjoyable. 

I am very conscious of the great kindness shown to me by all the members and am most 

grateful to them for their warm friendship. I feel very honoured to have been your President 

since the formation of the Club. 

Now a few notes on Bermuda. It is approximately 3,500 miles from London, but modern 

air travel reduces this to 6½ hours, far less time than it takes to motor to Cornwall! It 

enjoys a wonderful climate, with a splendid record of sunshine (probably iQQ hot for me in 

mid-summer), superb beaches with excellent bathing in really warm water and, last but by 

no means least, magnificent facilities for yachting and power boating, with sheltered 

harbours and sounds, and with only a 3 foot rise and fall of tide. The fishing is reputed to be 

some of the best � the world. Real denizens of the deep weighing well over 200 lbs. are 

caught off the coral reefs. I plan to buy a twin screw cabin cruiser and spend some nights 

aboard at suitable times. 

Cars have only been allowed on the Island since the war and are restricted to a maxi­

mum of 15 h panda 20 mph speed limit. This is a bit irksome, but as the distances 

involved are so short it is not of great consequence. The island measures approximately 

20 miles in length, with a breadth varying from 1 to 3 miles. There is no income tax or 

death duty, but the cost of living is high. 

I wonder what I shall think of it all in 12 months' time - I will certainly let you know 

all the snags which I have found. One comforting thought is that one has not burnt one's 

boats, and can always return if necessary. 

I shall indeed miss all my many friends, but am heartened by the fact that this is not 

goodbye , only au revoir . Very best wishes for many happy and successful events. 

1966. 

EDITOR:IAN S HALLOWS,34 HAYNE ROAD,BECKENHAM,KENT.TEL 01-658-6113. 



THE LOIRE VALLEY TOUR 

THE club's third continental event, which took the form of a tour of the chateaux 

of the Loire Valley,was held in excellent weather from June 6 to June 11. Two 

20's,seven 20/25's,five 25/30 1 s,one Wraith,two Pl's,two Pll 1 s and two PIii's 

took part,and the general opinion of those who participated was that it proved to 

be one of the best tours that have so far been organised. 

For the majority of members, the tour began with the sea passage to France 

the day after the meeting at Winchester,although your editor,for example,found 

it necessary because of the seamen's strike to fly to Rotterdam and drive south to 

the first meeting at the Le Mans motor museum on June 6 (and was unexpectedly 

first to arrive as a result) .A wide range of interesting and historic cars are on 

view in this museum, although it was disappointing to see that the only British 

representation was a Lagonda and a partly derelict P Ill .After lunch at the nearby 

restaurant Matseux, the party drove round part of the Le Mans circuit, enlivened 

by one member's enforced halt through the malfunctioning of his fuel reserve 

changeover tap (minor first-aid had also been rende red to another car at the 

museum). 

The first chateau to be visited was that of Le lude.At this chateau,as indeed 

at the others, the descriptive commentary given in excellent English by the two 

charming young lady guides who accompanied the party (and who later on showed 

their skill in driving a member 1 s car) added very considerably to the pleasure and 

interest of the visits.le lude is still in private ownership,and the furniture,the 

terrace overlooking the Loir and the gardens were particularly remarkable. From 

here,members drove to Tours,where a police escort failed to make much impression 

on the rush-hour traffic,and then to the hotels at Montrichard and elsewhere where 
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they were staying during the tour. As most of the chateaux to be visited were east 

of Tours,members at the Montrichard hotels were usually to hove the least 

distance to go each day, but the member who stayed at a Tours hotel soon found 

other compensations. 

On Tuesday June 7, Cheverny was visited in the morning and Chambord in 

the afternoon.Cheverny is a large building in the Louis XIII style containing much 

handsome furniture and tapestries, together with splendid painted decorations. 

The Marquis de Vibraye,whose family have possessed the chateau since the 14th 

century,still maintains a deerhound pack - which become somewhat restive as 

the morning wore on.Chombord is a complete controst,being a royal chateau 

started by Francis I and completed by Louis XIV. Vost in size, the chateau is full 

of historical memories, such notabi Ii ties as Moliere and Marshal Saxe having 

worked and Ii ved there. 

Chenonceaux and Loches were the two chateau visits arranged for June 8. 

Bui It in the bed of the river Cher but joined to the left bank by a bridge on which 

a two-storey gallery had been built by Catherine de Medici,Chenonceaux is one 

of the most attractive of chateaux, Loches dates from the Middle Ages,ond harbours 

many sinister memories of prisoners of former days, such as Ludovic Sforza. Before 

members toured the buildings,o reception took place in their honour by local and 

department officials at which welcoming speeches were made, 



HOTEL PARKING 
INTERESTED GENDARMES 

MID-DAY PICNIC 
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The next day had no organised visits, but a wine-tasting was held in the 

evening at Vouvray in caves cut into the nearby hillside.On Friday,Langeois 

was visited in the morning,a chateou particularly remarkable for its collection of 

Renaissance furniture and Flemish tapestries. In the afternoon, members toured 

Azay-le-Rideau,one of the most graceful buildings of the early Renaissance. 

The last day of the tour saw a visit to Amboise, which overlooks the Loire and 

is associated with Charles VII, Louis XII and Francis I, but is also the burial place 

of Leonardo do Vinci,whose remains now lie in the Chapel of St Hubert.A farewell 

luncheon was then held at the HosteHerie du Chateou at Chaumont-sur-Loire, 

after which members regretfully dispersed. 

Le long du coteau courbe et des nobles vallees 

Les choteaux sont sem6s comme des reposoi rs, 

Et dons la rnajeste des matins et des soirs 

La Loi re et ses vassaux � en vont par ces al I ees. 

Cent vingt chateoux lui font une suite courtoise, 

Plus nombreux, plus nerveux, plus fins que des palais. 

lls ont noms Valen�ay, Saint-Aignan et Langeois 

Ghenonceaux et Chambord, Azay, le lude, Amboise 

Charles Peguy 
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CHASSIS UNDER- ORIGIN- MECH-
OWNER MODEL YEAR NO EXTERIOR INTERIOR BONNET CHASSIS ALITY A NI CAL TOTAL 

(100) (100) (100) (100) (150) (250) (800) 

CHAMPION'S CLASS 

M H Vivian 20/25 1930 GDP81 86* 95 82 86 150+ 250+ 749• 

J D Mackaness 20 1926 GMJ31 86* 100+ 87* 85 140 250+ 748 

J Hami I ton-Fish 20 1928 GWL32 83 100+ 67 88* 125 245 708 

F Hellings 20/25 1934 GLB28 64 94 81 75 150+ 225 689 

Average 80+ 97+ 79+ 84+ 141 243+ 721 + 
CLASS 1 

WAL Cook P 111 1936 3AZ68 89+ 100+ 88 93+ 150+ 250+ 770+ 

H Fergusson Wood SG 1922 40UG 84 100+ 91 + 82 150+ 235 742 

W D N Berry PII 1931 9GX 68 98 85 88 150+ 242 731= 

J A G Burchel I SG 1913 2297 80 99 85 86 145 236 731 =-

JG Hampton SG 1925 120EU 79 100+ 68 75 140 250+ 712 

JC Dymock-Maunsell PI 1926 20TC 81 88 79 82 140 240 710 

W F Watson PII 1935 3TA 74 97 70 70 140 233 684 

J WE Banks S G· 1922 34MG 74 95 46 70 120 205 610 

Average 79 97+ 78 81 142 237 710 
CLASS 2 

C J Curtis 25/:ll 1936 GUL49 83* 94 67 78 150+ 245 717· 

RD Dale 20/25 1935 GOH48 80 94 70 75 145 250+ 714 

A Heathcote 25/30 1938 GAR21 68 96 68 75 150+ 243 700 

I Munro 25/30 1936 GXM24 70 93 57 76 150+ 250+ 696 

AL Banks 20/25 1930 GLR50 73 93 77* 63 150+ 235 691 

J I Yates Wraith 1939 WRB45 68 98* 73 71 140 238 688 

J C Dymock-Maunsell 20/25 1936 GBK56 80 93 62 76 145 230 686 

S J Lovegrove 25/30 1937 GHO48 73 91 66 67 145 236 678 

RM Harrison 20/25 1935 GAF81 73 87 73 89* 140 205 667 

Average 74 93 68 74 146+ 237 693 

"' Best in class + Best of day



•• -
- -

Jf 
r 

PORTRAIT OF 

2117 
1912 Silver Ghost,chassis no 2117. 

Owner H E H The Ni zam of Hyderabad. 
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A 20/25 IN FRANCE & SWITZERLAND·-1 

IN 1965 we thought it would be a good idea to go and fetch one of our daughters 
from Adelboden,and take a holiday at the same time; so we saw that BAR 888 
(Barbara to her :riends) was well stocked up with oil,petrol and water,and left Hove 
shortly after 8 a m  on 31 August for Lydd. This is a good way to cross the Channel: 
we were on the road in France soon after 11. 30, having met on the plane a resident 
of B�xhill whose pleasing custom was,apparently,to pop over to Le Touquet to do her 
shopping - not, presumably, for reasons of economy. 

For our first nights rest,we had booked at an hotel which turned out to supply 
bed (comfortable) and breakfast (good) only; so we dined well but very simply at a 
restaurant called L'lsle de France in the Rue Carnot.Soup,an omelette,a few �as, 
and an ice,with half a bottle of Beaujolais,came to about £4! 

Sept 1 . We moved off from Versai II es short I y before 9 a m and, apart from missing 
our way at Le Petit Clamart owing to extensive road works and 'Deviations a , soon got 
on to the Autoroute du Sud, which took us pretty quickly but rather tediously all the 
same (motorways are du 11 to drive on) to Fontainebleau. Thence we came by way of 
Sens,Auxerre and Sauli eu to Chalon-sur-Saone, where we spent on extremely 
comfortable and quiet night in the Hotel Royal, hard by the river. The �eather was poor: 
cool and cloudy as we left Versoilles,and it got colder and rained harder as we went 
South. It also rained all night. 

Sept 2. We left Chai on about 9. 30 after a rea II y excel I ent breakfast (for the 
prices they charged it ought to have been) in fairly heavy rain which got heavier as 
we went on.It stopped as we got to Bourg,so we did too,had some coffee,bought the 
makings of a picnic lunch,and moved on just as. the rain began again. 

We had not d9ne more than about another 10 miles before the car began to show 
an ominous tendency to sway, so at Pone in we stopped to take in more petrol and have 
a I ook at the tyres. It was as I had feared: the nearside rear tyre was bad I y down and 
much too warm, so there was nothing for it but to change the whe�I. The garage hand 
was willing enough but (as he hod never handled a Rolls-Royce in his life) not of 
much practical use,and I had to do most of the work,so he was rather overpaid at 
Fcs 7. 50. Sti II, we got the spare on, only to find that its case would not take in a new 
Dunlop;so that had to go in the car with the luggage and the Dunlop travelled nude. 
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For some reason, it had stopped raining while all this went on, and it did not start 
again till we had had lunch by the roadside in the Jura foothills and passed through 
Annecy (a nice place) on the last leg of our journey to Chamonix. When it did start, 
however,soon after we left the lake,it really gave its mind to it,and all the views 
we ought to have had of the Alps were obscured by cloud and rain,while the river, 
which the road repeatedly crossed and recrossed, looked more like coffee than anything. 
We finally got to Chamonix about 6 p m,signed in at the Hotel Les Gourmets,got the 
room we wanted instead of the one they offered us, and then set about finding a garage 
for Barbara. This took about an hour all told, but I was finally able to leave her under 
cover, with instructions to repair the puncture but not put the wheel back on the spare 
bracket. Having just fitted four new tyres, I wanted them all on the road wheels, so I 
would attend at 12 the next day and show them how to get the spare off again and put 
the repaired wheel back where it belonged. 

A much-needed wash,change and a good dinner left us ready to put in a night's 
sleep in a room with a balcony over a rushing stream (a pleasant noise to go to sleep 
by) and overlooked,rather impressively,by Mont Blanc.Total mileage for the three 
days, 600. Total expenditure, terrifying. But we were there. 

Sept 3. A rather mixed day.Having decided that,while in France we might as well 
not be too insular, but have our cafe complet sent up to be consumed in bed (presumably 
before we had washed or cleaned our teeth) we tried it and didn't think much of the 
idea. The French, despite their many amiable qua I iti es, including much friendliness and 
helpfulness to the stranger,seem to have quite inordinately sensitive gullets; with the 
result that it seems nearly impossible to get a hot drink anywhere in Fronce; and we do 
Ii ke our coffee hot. 

The weather wasn't as good as all that,either: in fact,the nicest thing we could say 
about it was that it wasn't raining.Still,we put on the warmest clothes we had and 
strolled round for our first look at Chamonix. Nothing, of course, could spoil its 
surroundings,and it is still a charming and evidently prosperous town; but I remembered 
it as a village and it has grown up to town size on the tourist trade.Of course there 
is no reason why the Chamonisards should not make their living in any way they like, 
but this particular method seems to give towns a slightly predatory atmosphere,somehow. 



A fa i r l y  extended mooch round  the shops, o cup of passa b l e  coffee (tepi d , c urse 

them) and  the purcha se of o few postcards and sta mps, brough t us up to my a ppoi ntmen t  

wi th the garage; and th i s  provi ded a h i gh l y  di sp l easi ng  surpri se . The i nner tube, they 

sa i d , was qu i te beyond repa i r, and there pro ba bl y  was not  i n  a l l  Fronce another of that 

ra ther  exot i c size - 6 . 00 x 1 9 . So there was noth i ng for i t  but to te lephone to London 

for another : we were mov i n g  on i n to Swi tzer l and on the 8th , so thi s was the on I y way 

to get a new tube out, and fi tted, i n  the t i me .  
I cou l dn ' t  understand, however, wh y a brand new tube, fi tted i n  a new cover l ess 

than  1 ,000 m i l es before, shou l d  have gone l i ke that, so after l unch I went  back to the 

garage and had another l ook,  and found that in the absence of a fabri c band between 

the tu be and  the whee l  the ru bber had cha fed ba d l y  in severa l p laces and ri ght  through 

in two or three . Noth i ng seemed to be wrong wi th the wheel  i tse l f, but as I had had o 

comp l e te set of new tubes and covers a l l  fi tted a t  the same t i me th i s  meant a l ook at 

the rest of  the whee l s; no  bands; so another te l e phone c a l l to London for a fu l l  set . 

A t  th i s  poi n t ,  i t  began to ra i n  agai n , and determi ned refl ections  on the puri ty of 

the washed mounta i n a i r and the pro ba b l y  dubi ous ancestry of the man who fi tted those 
tyres occup i ed most of what rema ined of the afternoon . Loter on , i t  stopped ra i n i n g  

a n d  w e  found  a p l ace  where w e  cou l d  get o decenti sh cup  o f  tea - a l so a man wi th a 

reo l l y  fo sc i nati ng c o l l ec tion of semi -preci ous stones:  z i rcons ,  ch rysoprase, cha l c edony, 

onyx, amethyst, ga rnet and aquamari ne, l api s l azu l i ,  ma l ac h i te ,  topaz, rose quartz ond 

turquo i se ,  mode an exqu i si te bl aze; but nobody e l se seemed much interested . 

Sept 4 .  Rea l l y  ra ther a good doy . To sta rt wi th we had s l e pt extraordi nari l y  we l l ,  

woke  about  8 .  1 5  and found tha t after a l l  a cafe compl et made a very pal atabl e 

subst i tute for tooth paste . Who cares about crumbs i n  the bed, anyway? A l so the sun 
was sh i n i n g  and the v iew from our wi ndow in those con d i tions was qui te superb . 

A stro l l i n  the pi ne forest (never far away i n  th i s  va l l ey) and  a hot ( ! )  c u p  of 

coffee, wi th a l i tt l e  shoppi ng  a nd ten minutes at our l a pi dary ' s  wi n�ow, fi l l ed the 

morn i ng very agreeo b l y, and  a fter another good 5-course l unch (where do the French 

pu t i t ?  We had to l eave a l ot of ours - heartbreaki ng . S ti l l , better a broken heart than 

a ruptured stomach , 1 su ppose) , we gave our i n take ha l f  an hour to sett l e  and then 

took a rac k -and -pi n i on ra i l way  t ra i n up to the Mer de G l ace, a 4½-mi l e - l ong g l ac i er 

near  the head of the va 1 1  ey . 
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By fa r the best part of th i s  tr i p was, not the g lac ier  i tse l f, but the journeys there 

and bac k . S l i ce  i t  how you l i ke , a l ot of grubby i ce i s  a l ot of grubby i ce, and there 

be i n g  4½ m i l es of i t  doesn ' t  make a l l that di fference; but the  changi ng  vi ews of the 

vo 1 1  ey and  snow-covered moun ta i ns, wi th occasi ona I wi sps of c l oud agoi n st a 
bri l l i a nt  b l ue sky, were rea l l y  breathtaki ng .  

Sept 5 .  I t  ra i ned hard a l l day . We watched i t .  

Sept 6 .  I t  went  on ra i n i n g, but abated suffi c i ent l y for u s  to get out a bout 1 1  for 

a c u p  of co ffee . I t  caught us on the way back,  though .  No si gn of our spores, so I went 

round to the garage a ga i n  and  got them to patch  up the off end i n g  tube as best they 

cou l d . Luck i l y, the  patron knew and had hand l ed ol d Ro l l s -Royces and l i ked them, and 

by way of makesh i ft he  h�d wound round  the whee l consi dera b l e  l engths of  maski ng  

ta pe and then some i n su lat i ng tape,  so we now had a spare of sorts a nyway . 

Sept 7 .  A day of g l ori ous sunsh i n e  - and I had to be i l l  I A morn i ng i n  bed, no 
l unch ,  some tea a bout 4 .  30, and  I was i n  fa i r sha pe agai n :  strong enough at l east to

go round to the garage and check a l l the usua l th i n gs aga i nst our departure for

Swi tzer land next morn i ng; oi I ,  (none consumed so for apparent l y) water and petro l ,  the

l ast brought up  j ust enough to ge t us i nto Swi tzer l and,  where it is a bout  ha l f  the pri ce

in France .
At 1 0 . 1 5  the fi rst i n ner tube was l ocated at the station . Whoopee ! 

T D H (To be c onti nued) 

A C K  NOWL E D G M E NTS  

PH OTO S - S J S  Boord:  26  cen tre . F  H e l l i ngs : 24 top, bottom ri gh t; 28 top l e ft, centre, 

bottom . Mi ss M W Kel I y: 4 1  . J C Dymock-Maunse l l :  25 bottom; 42 . I Munro : 24 bottom 
l e ft; 25 top; 26 top, bottom l eft . Ro l l s -Royce L td :  Cover; 32/33 . Mrs H Sava ge :  25 centre;

26 bottom r i gh t; 28 top ri ght . J I Yates : 30 .



THE DEVOTEE 

(On being advised by his doctor to drive no more) 

If I may no more take the wheel 
Of the silent steed I love to feel 

In my own forbidden hands, 
'Ti s not for me to sit and sigh 
For a 11 the happy hours gone by, 

For if I never drive again 
I can relieve the yearning pain 
With dreams of driving still. 

Time and again, I'll know the thrill 
Of the great car lifting up the hill, 

When my happy dream demands, 
Then whisper swiftly o'er the plain 
Or state I y glide 'midst traffic main. 

I 'I I see once more those wond 'rous days 
Of driving through the summer haze 
To sleepy Sussex towns. 

In quiet moments I may go 
Across a hundred miles, or so, 

Of Wessex' wond'rous lands. 

I I I I dream of a 11 the cars I 've known, 
Of all the different traits they've shown 

Beneath my most eager hands. 
Then joyfu II y I' 11 take each one 
Upon a short or distant run, 

Ranging the roads of the south west, 
Across the lands I love the best, 
From Kent to Lyonesse. 

I know my final choice will foll 
On the Rolls, the finest of them al I, 

Noblest in al I the lands. 
Time and again in sheer delight 
I' 11 feel the great car cl ear the height, 

Go plunging down the valleys green 
To streak across some si I ver stream 
And wrai th-1 i ke, flit away. 

Her ways my heart with joy wi 11 fi 11 
Whilst mem'ries crowd around me 'till 

I live again. 

Arthur McKinley 

Note. - The member who expresses his feelings in 
this poem has asked that it should be 
publisf:ied over a nom de plume. - Ed. 
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OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE 

Master: S E Sears. President: W F Watson. Vice-President: A J Belsey. 
Chairman: JC Dymock-lv1aunsell.Hon Secretary and Treasurer: W F Watson, 
Al dwi ck Hundred, Bognar Regis, Sussex. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
J C Dymock-Maunsel I (chairman); A J Belsey; WA L Cook; I S Hal lows; S J Lovegrove; 
W F Watson. 

EVENTS COMMITTEE 
JC Dymock-Maunsell (chairman;J G Hampton;rHellings;R B Honnywill; 
S J Lovegrove; C Meachen. 

GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 
WA L Cook (chairman); Capt and Mrs J E Castle; Mrs F He-llings. 

OTHER OFFICERS 
Hon Technical Liaison Officer: JG Hampton.Hon Historian and Librarian: RO Barnard. 
Hon Editor and Press Liaison Officer: I S Hallows.Hon Solicitor: F Hellings. 

GENERAL NOTES 

LIBRARY - Members are reminded that the club library contains a considerable amount 
of Rol 1s-Royce literature, most of which may be borrowed from the Hon Librarian. This 
includes issues of 'The Flying Lady', instruction books, Rolls-Royce Bui letins and files of 
cuttings.· 
INSIGNIA - Club insignia available from the Hon Secretary include lapel brooches 
(for ladies and gentlemen) in sterling silver at 35s;club ties at 22s6d;and silver cuff­
Ii nks a't 40s. 



ANNUAL DINNER 

OVER 130 members and friends attended the annual 
dinner-dance at the Hyde Park Hotel in London on 
29 January; a I though the number was I ess than the 
previous year, it was a most enioyable occasion most 
ably organised by Bill Cook. 

' 

Apart from .the five club trophies shining brightly
on a table ad1acent to the top table,very much in 
evidence was the full-size replica of the large bronze 
Spirit of Ecstasy,' this rep Ii ea had been presented to 
the club by Rolls-Royce Ltd that day. 

After an excellent meal,the Loyal Toast was proposed 
by the President, Mr S E Sears. Subsequently the 
President in his address proposed the health of the guests 
and this was rep Ii ed to by the Guest of Honour for the ' 
evening, Mr John Smith, M P, Director of Rolls-Royce Ltd, 
who also described in amusing vein his experiences with 
his steam car on the Brighton Run; he proposed the health 
of the club.The reply for the club was made by the 
Chairman, Lt-Cdr J C Dymock-Maunsell who produced 
a series of tales and anecdotes. 

' 

Mrs John Smith then groci ously presented the annual 
trophies,ond one of the miniature Spirit of Ecstasy 
ashtrays to Bill Cook for winning the Welsh tour 
competition. Before the presentation of the Hording-Rol ls 
trophy, the chairman said: 'When the committee met last 
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September to make their recommendations on the award 
of the Harding-Rolls trophy, they unanimously decided 
they would like to see it given to the one man whose 
leadership and example has been an inspiration to the 
club-since its inception. Somehow, I don't think he quite 
realises how much pleasure he has given to so many 
people on so many different occasions - our President, 
Stanley Sears.' J C D-M 

WEST COUNTRY LUNCHEON 

AT THE end of a week of very "Apri I" weather, with for 
more showers than shine and many of the showers 
exceptionally prolonged, 14 cars arrived at the 
Bel I House at Sutton Benger on 23 Apri I, a hostelry 
renowned for its cuisine and run by Mr and Mrs John 
Stratton on a basis of quiet, gracious comfort. (There 
are 10 bedrooms, of whi eh 7 have private bathrooms, 
two bars and a dining-room which held our company of 
44 without i nconveni enci ng a dozen or so residents 
and others.) The weather was kind for our arrival, from 
al I quarters, and the sun shone; the main park was denied 
to all cars other than ours,save for a 1904 Siddeley from 
Caine, belonging to o regular customer who expressed a 
desire to I unch at the Hotel that day (and he was only 

LllN('HEO/\ 

or 
Ccnsomme Cat-.riolL�I 

or 
f-traYt II Cocklail L1mou:i.ine 

or 

1!.,�eu 11,1m s,11-er Gho51 
Phantom Sauce 

Pommc\ \\. no1h 
BrlX·\.:uh Pa:rk Wa.r<l 

SherT) Trifte Gurney Nuning 

or 

Fru1L Sala� WmdoH•i 

A.-;-.orled Cheese� Thrurr & Mabcrl�y 

Coffee and Frien<l1ses 

40 

permitted after the courtesy of a 'phone call the night 
before to your organiser from Mr Stratton asking if he 
might be allowed to shore 'our' park; needless to say, 
he was welcomed with open arms and what o lovely 
little motor-car 'The Green Goddess' is - superbly kept 
with its rear-mounted copper petrol tank beautiful I y
polished and its lamps encased in Cellophone.)Lesser 
mortals such as Mr Stratton 's own Jaguar and an 
S3 Bentley, which arrived unannounced, were firmly 
banished to some wilderness elsewhere on Mr Strotton's 
pr ecise orders. 

The press was much in evidence and, indeed, they were 
most helpful in the precise parking of our cars, to assist, 
inter alia, their photogrophers,and it could be that this 
publicity may help to redress the adverse balance caused 
by the omission of the Bell House 'phone number 
(Seagry 336) from the current di rectory - a matter 
which Mr Stratton hos token up with the P. M .G. 
without (can we wonder) much, if any, satisfaction! 

The only known casualty was Clifford Meachen who 
was held up near Newbury with ignition trouble despite 
the good samaritan efforts of Harrison and Curtis who 
both, consequent I y, arrived o few minutes late for the 
theoretical deadline but have naturally been included 
in the Ii st of attenders for the purpose of the 
Dymock-Maunsel I Trophy. Cdr Freeman, with the 
Keelings as passengers, was not seen by your reporter 
who presents to them his apologies if,in foct,they 
were present. 

The luncheon,to which we sat down at about 
1.20 p.m.,was superb.A special menu hod been 
printed and is reproduced here. The 'Baked Ham 
Silver Ghost' is a speciality which can only be served 
to o party such as ours because it involves the cooking 
of a whole ham stuffed with cloves - in Guinness; it is 
then served with o sauce liberally laced with Port and 
Grand Marnier.The 'Filet de Boeuf Rolls-Royce', 
served with on almost equally exciting sauce,is on the 
regu lor a la carte menu for the unannounced visitor. 

Alas, towards the end of luncheon, the rain returned 
and there was something of a flurry by the owners of 
open cars to 'spread their tents' and, no doubt many had 
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the job of cleaning up on their return home over dirty 
roods.But we cannot control the weather and,oll in all, 
it was a most successful occasion, at whi eh we neverthe-
1 ess missed some of our 'regulars', most of whom had 
previously offered apologies and irrefutable excuses for 
absence.We hope to see them if there is a 'next time' 
at the· Bell House and those of us who were there can 
recommend this venue, whether as a Club event or as a 
cosua I port of co 11 en route elsewhere. 

RBH 

Wl NCH ESTER COLLEGE VISIT 

THIRTY-FIVE motor cars assembled in the early after­
noon of 4 June in Meads, Winchester College,a 
delig htful setting,and we were blessed with glorious 
weather.Eight of the cars belonged to our guests, 
the Rolls-Royce Enthusiasts' Club, including a 
delightful 1926,20 Landaulet by Hooper and Oliver 
Perks' most impressive 1925 Silver Ghost tourer, al so 

WINCHESTER 



R - R  E C 20 l a n da u  l e t  a nd S G to u rer  at Wi n c hester .

by H ooper , a nd o f  th e post - war cars Mi ss K e l l y ' s  
1 96 1  Mu l l i ner dro ph ead S i lver  C l oud i n  ' sand ' mus t  
be on e of  the  most e I egant  a n d  carefu l I y kept o f  
tha t  seri es . 

Of our own cars,  the  o l dest , Bi l l  Cook ' s  1 9 1 2  
Roi d e s  Be l ges S i l ver G h ost, wos the on l y  pre- 1 9 1 4 
car  prese n t  and wa s the ma i n  c en tre of a ttra c ti on 
for th e boys; John  Ha mpton 1 s de l i ghtfu l  1 92 5  
S i  I v e r  Ghost was even more i mpress i ve than 
prev i ous l y now that the wh ee l 5  have been pa i n te d  
l i ghf  b l ue , t h e  sa me as  th e bod y; and th e ma n y  others  
i n c l uded two P l ' s , th ree P l l ' s , a P l l l , on e  Twe n t y ,  
1 0  20/2 5 ' s , 6 2 5/30 ' s  and 2 Wrai th s .  T h e  genera l  
sta nda rd o f  presen ta t i on of our  m otor ca rs  wa s very  
h i gh ,  bu t i t  can not be d e n i ed that  th ere were one  
or  two wh i c h were scru ffy . Wh i l e  i nd i v i dua l l y  o 
Ro l I s - Royce pa i n ted b l a c k  c a n  be very sma rt , 
c o l l ec t i v e l y  a grea ter n u m ber  of c a rs pa i n ted i n  
c o l our wou l d  be more i m pr e ss i ve . 

Before tea , porti  es o f  c l u b  members were ta ken 
sound th e more i n teres t i ng aspec ts  of the co l  I ege 
a n d  sh own the cha pe l a n d  Ea r l  Wave l l  ' s  grave . 
A p l ea sa n t  tea took p l a c e  on ' Muse u m  Steps '  
a n d  some members hod t h e  pri v i l ege o f  meet i n g  
th e H eadma ste r and h i s  wi fe,  S i r  Desmond and 
Lady Lee . 

At a bou t 5 p . m . , th e motor cars sta rted depar t i ng 
v i a  the o l d  wooden gate in  the  a n c f ent wa l l  of 
Meads near  whi eh genera t i ons of Wykehami  sts  h o d  
p l ayed W i n c o l l footba l l  - depa rt i ng t o  the i r 
dest i na t i on s  i n  Su rrey, K en t ,  S omerse t ,  Br i sto l a n d  
m a n y  t o  t h e  Bot I ey G ra nge Hote l , pri or t o  c rossi n g  
from S outha m pton for th e sta r t  of  t h e  Chateaux 
tour . 

Th i s  eve n t  once aga i n  proved ,  as man y m e m bers 
rema r k e d ,  t h a t  even w i th  our most c rowded roads i n  
Sou thern Eng l a nd i t  i s  possi b l e  to get  to one ' s  
desti na t i on ,  even i n  a tra ffi c bott l e n eck  l i ke 
Wi n c h ester , wi thout  e n c ounter i n g  much t ro ffi c , by 
ca refu l p l a n n i ng of  routes to a n d  from o n  eve n t  
so as  t o  avo i d  the ma i n  ho l i da y strea ms . 

J C  D - M  

A N N UA L  G E N E RA L  ME E T I N G  

T H E  1 6th ann ua l genera l me e t i n g o f  t h e  c l u b  was he l d  
h e l d  a t  th e E c c l es ton H ote l i n  Lon don on 1 8  Mo y 1 966, 
wi th  L r . C d r . J . C . D ymoc k - Ma u n se l l i n the cha i r . T wenty ­
f i v e  m e mbe rs  were  pr esen t a n d  a po l og i es for a bsen c e  
were rece i ved from se v e ra l o t h e r s ,  i nc l ud i n g  Mr S E Sea r s ,  
/1/\rs W F Wa tson , Mrs S H Ho I l ows , Mr a n d  Mrs Pr i ce 
and Mr J P S m i t h . I n  h i s  m e s sage ,  Mr S ea rs reg r e t ted h i s  
i na bi l i ty  ta be presen t  bu t sen t  gree t i n gs a n d  best wi shes  
to a l  I .  

Ml N UT E S  - T h e  m i n utes  o f  the prev i ou s  a nn ua l  gen era l 
mee t i n g  were rea d  by the  hon secreta r y ,  M· W F Wa t son , 
and a p proved by the  members present  as bei n g  a t r ue  
record o f  tho  t meet i n g . 

C HA I R MA N ' S R E P O RT - A w r i t ten  report had  been 
c i rc u l a ted to members in adv a n c e  of  the meet i n g, as i n  
th e pre v i ous yea r . H e  added . tha t  a ba dge h o d  r ec e n t l y 
been i nt roduced for members to we ar ,  and h e  hoped that  
m e m be rs wou l d  purchase th e m  and  wear t h e m ,  pa r t i c u l a r l y 
a t  o ther  c l ubs ' mee t i n gs .  Mr Wa tson c o n g ro t u l o ted th e 
cha i rmo n on o n  e xc e l  I e n t  a n d  conc i se repor t . 

AC C O U N T S  - Th e c h a i rma n poi n ted ou t t ha t  t h e 
favouro b l  e bo l once  s h own i n  the  account s  for t h e  year  
u n der  rev i ew mi gh t not  n ecessa r i l y  be r e pea ted . Th e re 

hod been a profi t on the d i n n e r  da nce , o n d  o on ce -for -a l l  
d i st r i bu t i on o f  the  c l u b ' s  sh ore of th e ba l a n c e  resu l t i n g  
from t h e  C oodwood even t that  ha d ta k e n  p l ace i n  1 964 . 
The  a pprova l a n d  a dopt i on o f  th e a ccount s  for the  yea r  
e nded 3 1  D e c e m ber 1 96 5  wa s t h en pro posed b y  Mr R W 
Be l l , sec onded by Mr F H e l l i ngs  a n d  c a rr i ed u n a n i mous l y .  

E L E CT I O N  O F  PAT RO N - T h e  cha i rman then pa i d  
tri bute to the  serv i ces  o f  Mr Sears to the c l u b, and sa i d  
tha t the c l u b had been un i qu e l y fortu nate  i n  ha vi n g  h i m  
a s  pres i de n t  for s o  man y  yea rs . T h e  su preme stan dard of 
presen tati on of  h i s cars was i m i ta ted and a t tempts had 
bee n mo de to fo l l ow i t  th rou ghout the wor l d . Wh i l e i t  
was suggested tha t  the c l ub sh ou l d  e l ec t  Mr Sears as 
pa tron , i t  was fe l t  that tha t  name wa s no t suffi c i en t ,  
s o  i t  wa s pro posed by the  cha i rman a n d  sec onded by 
Mr Wa tson that  th e ti t l e  of ' /v\o ster '  shou l d  be created 
for h i m . Th i s  pro posa l , wh i ch i t  wa s understood had be en 
a pprec i a t i ve l y rec e i ve d  by Mr Sears,  was c a rri ed wi th 
acc l amati on . 

E L E C T I O N  O F  V I C E - P R E S I D E NT - As Mr A J Be l sey ' s  
th ree - yea r term o f  offi c e  a s  v i c e-pres i dent had expi red,  
h i s re -e l e c ti on for a Further term was proposed by the  
cho i  r mo n  a n d  se c on ded by Mr H B Po u l ter . M.r Be l sey 
sa i d  t ha t  he wa s much honoured by h i s be i n g  ke pt 
assoc i a ted wi th the c l u b  i n  th i s  wa y :  he regretted tha t  
he had  at tended few events rec en t l y ,  ch i ef l y beca use 
h i s t i me h a d  been gi ven u p  to the  comp l eti on of a 
Ro l l s - Royce e n g i n e d  boat . 

E L E C T I O N  O F  PRES I D E N T  - I n  propos i n g  tha t  
Mr Wa tson shou l d  b e  e l ec ted presi dent for t h e  ensu i ng 
year,  t h e  c h a i rma n em phas i sed tha t he fe l t  that  no one 
was bette r  qua l i fi ed for the post . The mot i on wa s 
secon ded by Mr Be l sey and Mr Wa tson then ret u rn ed 
thanks  a n d  promi sed to do h i s  u tmost for the c l u b  as  
presi dent . H e  fe l t  very honoured to take the p lace of  
Mr Sea rs, who had bee n  a fr i end of  h i s for 43 years . 

E L E C T I O N  O F  S E C RETA RY A N D  T R EA S U R E R  -
The c h a i r man referred to the magn i tude  o f  the  task of 
the secretary and treasurer ,  but wa s g l ad to be a b l e  to 
sta te that  Mr Wa tson was prepared sti 1 1  to con t i nue i n  
t ha t  posi t i on . H i s  ree l  ect i  on a s  hon secre tary and  
treasurer was  proposed by t h e  chai rmon a n d  seconded 
by Mr Pou l ter . Mr Be l l pa i d  tri bute to Mr Watson ' s  
execut i on o f  h i s dua l fun c t i ons, and  was sure tha t  
members wou l d  wi sh t o  he l p  i n  every poss i b l e  wa y .  

E L E C T I O N  O F  C O MMI TT E E  ME MBE RS - The chai rma n  
referred t o  t h e  l ong serv i ce o f  Mr M H V i vi an,  who had 
been a member of  the commi ttee  s i  nee 1 954, and who had 
resi gned  owi n g -to pressu re  of work . Un for tunate ! y, he had  
not been a b l e to  atte n d  so many even ts i n  the  l a st  year 
or so a s  he wou l d  have wi shed . As techn i ca l l i a i son 
offi c er  and as  regi s tra r of Si v l e r  Ghosts, h e  had devoted 
a ve ry  great dea l of h i s  t i me to c l u b  a ffo i rs, ond th e 
c l u b wa s extrem e l y gra tefu l for what h e  had done : th e 
cha i rma n expressed th e hope tha t Mr Vi v i an wou l d  on e 

da y be a b l e to retu rn to t h e  commi ttee . Mr J G H a mpton 
hod a greed to take on the ta sk of tec h n i c a l  l i a i son offi c er, 
and members were asked to adv i se h i m of fi rms of whose 
workmo nsh i p they hod hod experi e n ce - whether good , 
bod or i nd i fferent . M.r W A L  Cook a n d  L t  Cdr D ymoc k ­
/v\ounse l l hod reti red b y  rotati on but, bei ng e l i g i bl e ,  
hod offered themse l v es for ree l ect i on . As n o  other 
nomi na t i ons hod been rec e i ved,  M.r Hampton proposed 
and Capt J E Cast l e sec onded thei r  ree l ect i on .  The  
e l ecti on of Capt R B H on nywi I I ,  wh o h od rec en t I y been 
coopted to  th e commi tteer was proposed by  M.r H e l l i ngs 
and seconded by Mrs I Munro . 

A P P O I NTME N T  O F  A U D I T O RS - T h e  c h a i rman 
poi nted out tha t  th e professi ona l fees for th e audi t i n g  
o f  th e a c counts for t h e  year un der cons idera t i o n  
amoun ted t o  £ 37 , wh i c h  was a l a rge proporti on o f  the 
c l u b ' s  revenu e . He asked i f  the com mi ttee c ou l d  
i nv esti gate t h e  poss i bi l i ty o f  i n tern a l  a ud i t,  and 
wonde red if  any c l ub member mi gh t be prepa red to 
ta ke on th i s  task . After the hon treasu rer hod gi ven 
deta i Is of post arran gemen ts , Mr A N E Mc Haffi e 
sa i d  tha t  a s  a chartered accountan t he wou l d  be very 
ha ppy to carry  out  th e n ecessary a udi t for a nomi na l 
fee (he expl a i ned that some fee was essen t i o l , si nc e  
t h e r e  wou I d  oth erwi se be no  contractua l re lat i on - -
sh i p  between audi tor and  c l u b) .  Mr Be l l  proposed 
and Mr Cook secon ded that th i s  very generous offer 
shou l d  be a c c epted : the c hoi  rmon then expressed 
h i s grati tude to fvr.r- Mc Haffi e  for comi ng  forward i n  
t h i s  way . 

A NY O T H E R  BUS I N ES S  - Mr Mc H a ffi e  ment i on ed 
that si nee he was reti r i ng  to ·  Scot l a n d  and di sposi ng 
o f  h i s  P l l l , h e m i gh t  perh a ps be n o  l on ger e l i g i b l e  
for membersh i p .  H e  then referred to the c I u b '  s
Scott i sh tour i n  1 963 a n d  sa i d  he wou l d  we l come 
he l pi n g  in anoth e r  tour . The cha i rman poi n ted  out 
tha t the  n orma l form was to conti n ue as a n  
associ ate member ,  i f  the mem ber s o  desi red a n d  i f  
the comm i ttee agreed . 

Mr I Mu n ro suggested tha t a tour of I re l a n d  
m i gh t b e  con si d ered fo r  1 967 . The cha i rman  drew 
a ttenti on to the arrangemen t s  that the c l u b were 
a l read y commi tted to i n  tha t yea r i n  con sequence 
of the pro j ec ted vi s i t of a number of Ameri can ­
own ed cars, a n d  proposed tha t  the suggesti on shou l d  
be l eft to the  even ts c ommi ttee for consi derati on . 

As there was no further bus i n ess, Mr H e l l i ngs 
proposed o vote of tha nks to the cha i rma n  for h i s  
hard work for th e c l u b dur i n g  the prev i ou s  yea r  
a n d  for h i s cond u c t  of the even i ng ' s  proc eedi ngs . 
The chai rman then dee l a  red the meeti ng  c l osed . 

E L ECT I O N  O F  C HA I  Rt-M N - At th e fi rst 
mee t i ng of  the c ommi t tee h e l d  a fter the A G  M, 
Lt -Cdr J C D ymock -Mounse 1 1  was ree l ected 
cha i rman . 



Members' Letters 

FROM H FE RG U S S O N WO O D  

I N  the l ast i ssu e o f  the Record , some comme nt s  were 
made on the exte n t  to whi eh res toroti on of cars, rather 
th an preservat ion,  was j usti fi ed, a n d  the op in i ons of 
members were i n v i ted . 

I t  wou l d  a ppea r that the ed i tor had i n  m i nd th e 
1 9 1 1  S i l ver G h 6st  chassi s no 1 68 3 that was so l d  by 
auct ion at Soth ebys l ast Au tumn . As I was th e on e 
responsi b l e for th i s  overhau l - and I prefer th at term 
to restorat i on or preservat ion - for the then owner ,  
I fee l that  I wou l d  l i ke to ma ke  c om ment  bec ause, 
un I ess on e i s  awa re of the sta te of  th e car  wh en 1 t  
came i n to my possess i on be fore th i s  overha u l ,  i t  i s  
wron g I thi nk to ma ke some of the comments tha t 
have been made . 

I f  i ndeed we are ta l k i ng a bout the sa me car , a nd 
I th ink we a re, then i t  wou l d  be i nteresti ng perhaps 
to reca l l th a t  the car spe n t  most of i ts l i fe in I n d i a . 
The or i g i na l body fi tted to th i s  chassi s when n ew was 
a Dou b l e l i mousi n e , and i t  i s  be l i eved tha t  the body 
as  I rec e i ved i t  (wh i c h  was a speci a l  body for th e use 
af  t h e  Mo h ara joh on ce remon i a  I occa s i ons) was mounted 
d u r i n g  or a bout 1 929 in I nd i a ,  and at  the same ti me wire 
whee l s  were fi tted by Ro l l s- Royce of  Bombay . It is a l so 
be l i eved - but con fi rmati on can n ot be obtai n ed - tha t  
th i s  spec i a l  bod y wa s n o t  n ew bu t sec on dhand , ta ken off 
a n ot h er c a r  of an other make . 

Wh ereas mechan i ca l l y  the car  was i n  ex t reme l y  good 
cond i ti on ,  t h e  mi  I ea ge bei ng excepti  ana l  I y l o w  - th e 
car  on l y  bei ng d r i ven arou nd the Pa l ace G rou nds on 
ceremo n i a  I occas i on s - the body , pa i n twork,  u ph o l stery 
and tr i mmi n g  were i n  an a ppa l l i n g state . T he wi n gs tha t  
were fi t ted were round and a l together qui te ou t o f  
kee pi n g ,  t o  my mi n d ,  wi th th e date of  the c hassi s . 
Fo l l owi n g  consu l ta t i on wi th th e then owner, i t  was 
dec i ded to make new wi ngs of o type more a ppropri ate 
to the pe r i od . The u phol stery on th i s  car  was in a 
de pl orab l e sta te ,  the I ea ther  I i  tera l I y peri shed th rough 
th e a tmosph e ri c con di ti ons of the country i n  w h i ch i t  
had bee n u sed : so bad , i n  fa c t ,  tha t i t  hod been covered 
wi th l ea t h erette in a very crude way . T h e  co l ou r of the 
pa i n twork was green (the Maha ra jah ' s  c o l ours) . The hood 
l eather  was dry a n d  torn and i t  had to be rep la<::ed,  l i ke ­
wi se th e h ead l i n i ng . Work o n  th i s  was an a bso l u te
necessi ty .

The co l our b l u e  wi th red l ea th e r  was chosen a s  i t  wa s 
fe l t  tha t th i s  l ooked the n i ces t  h a v i n g  rega rd to the  body 
sty l e : in  fac t  i t  was fe l t  that i t  l ooked more rega l than  
the co l our  l i gh t  green w h i c h  hod  prev i ousl y been used . 
Th e runn i ng boa rds h ad to be rep laced  as they  were 
ro tten - naturo l l y , new a l u m i n i u m  were fi tted . 

I n  fact , i t  was a bso l ute l y  essen t i a l  to do a l l  th ese 
th i ngs . N o one wou l d  cons i der d r i v i n g  such a de l i gh t fu l 
ca r around wi thou t do i ng th i s  amount  of ov erhau l i ng ,  
and  as  i t  ha ppens the  car hos  gon e to A meri ea where,  i f  
I may soy so, thei r sta n dards os  rega rds the fi n i sh of the 
body and c h ass i s  are  greater than o u r  own a t  Con cours 
d ' E l egance . 

From a mech an i ca l  po i n t  of v i e w , one mus t  <::er to i n l y 
do th e n ecessary work to put i t  i n  a fi t sta te ,  a n d  I 
cannot see tha t you con passi b i  y com pare restora t i on of  
o cor  wi th a p i ece o f  fu rn i ture . A car  i s  a mechan i ca l
dev i c e  wh i c h ,  u n l i ke o p i ece of  fu rn i ture ,  does go on
the pu b l i c  h i gh way . Certa i n l y , one wa n ts to kee p to 
ori g i na l i ty and ,  sa ve for the fi t t i n g  of some very i ncon ­
sp i c u ous si de l a m ps i n  the wi n gs ,  th i s  ca r was kept v ery 
or i gi na l : in fac t ,  on rec ei pt here for ove rha u l ,  i t  was 
found to have been modi fi ed w i t h  out-of-kee pi ng 
e l ectri c l amps . We wen t  to the bothe r  of obta i n i n g  
acety l ene and o i  I l a mps o f  t h e  correct choss i  s peri od . 

T h e  s i de l a mps p i  a c ed the way they were I I ook ed 
u pon as  o desi ra b l e  feature  i f  one is go i n g  to use the
ca r . I fi rm l y  be l i eve the new own.er  i s  i Mendi n g  to use 
th e car  and  n ot have i t  sta nd i ng i n  a museum . I f  the car
is to sta n d  i n  o m u se u m ,  th en perhaps on e wou l d  not do
q u i te the  some a mou n t  of  work a s  wa s done on th i s  car . 

My own car, a 1 92 1  S i l ver Ghost,  hos certa i n l y  been 
repa i n ted and pa r t l y retr i mmed - I c ou l d  n ot hav e done 
anyth i n g e l se .  T h e  l eather was h a rd and  sp l i t .  T h e  pa i n t ­
work wa s crocked , but the c a r  was ori g i na l i n  many 
aspec ts , a n d  I wa s i ndeed fortuna te i n  fi nd i ng i t  a fte r i t  
h a d  been i n  store at  a furn i ture deposi tory for 30 years . 
A fter such o t i me of s torage u n cared for , a consi dera b l e  
amou n t  of  work h a d  to b e  don e a n d  I fee l  qu i te ha ppy i n  
my m i nd what h o s  been done wa s des i ra b l e .  

Admi tted l y  on my car I have c h a n ged the whee l s  and 
tyres to 700 x 20 , I hove done tha t beca use I get a very 
much better ri de . A s  I u se  m y  car to go l ong d i sta nces  a t  
fa i r l y  fa s t  speeds I fee l  sa fer wi th th i s  type o f  tyre and I 
can  see noth i n g  wron g wi th such a mod i fi cati on u n der the 
ci rcu mstonces, nor wou l d  I conde mn another  car on such a 
ba si s  i f  I was j udge a t  some Concours . 
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