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RONEY MESSERVY 

We were all very sorr y indeed to hear of the death of Roney Messervy, 
and we extend our deepest s ympathy to 'Bobs' his widow, and to Pera 
and Godfrey his daughter and son. 

The Club has lost one of its very best friends. Roney was tre -
mendously admired and respected by everyone. It was due to him that 
t h e happy liaison was built up between our Club and the Rolls-Royce 
company; and he was also very"helpful over the supply of spare parts. 

His activities with the Club began in May 1951 at our meeting 
at Weston Manor. In 1954, he kindly presented the splendid silver salver 
(named the Messervy Trophy), which is awarded each year for the 
highest marks in the driving tests and concours d 'elegance combined. 

He spent a lifetime at Rolls -Royce, and his specialised knowledge 
of every phase of pre -war models was absolutel y e ncyclopaedic and 
unique. Msy, as he was known in the company, was always ready to pass 
on this information and help anyone in need. He was full of impish fun, 
and would relate amusing tales of bygone incidents and his dealings 
with customers, to the great delight of listeners . 

I first met Roney in 1932 at the company 's service station at 
Crickl ewood, and I am extremely grateful for all the help and genuine 
friendship which he extended to me over the years. He was one of the 
finest characters I ever knew, and it is ve r y sad to think that, after his 
recent retirement from the position of service manager at Hythe Road, 
London, and director of Bentley Motors Ltd, he was only able to enjoy, 
for such a short period, his well - earned l eisur e . s E s 

PAUL TYBJERG 

With the sudden death of Paul T ybjerg of Copenhagen we have lost one 
of our most enthusiastic overseas members, and we hasten to assure 
his wife and family of our deepest sympathy in their tragic loss. 

By profession an architect, he made frequent visits to E ngland 
and often atten ded our meetings, th e most recent being the visit of the 
RR O C to Bolney and Blenheim. Paul Tybjerg spoke excellent English 
and his charming manner endeared him to all who were fortunate enough 
to meet him. SE S 

EDITOR: Ian S. Hallows - 34, Hayne Road, Becken ham, Kent. AUTUMN 1962 



AUCTION OF SWORD COLLECTION 

As most members will know, the greater part of the historical collec­
tion of veteran and vintage cars and motor cycles belonging to the late 
Mr J C Sword was sold at auction at East Balgray in Ayrshire on 
September 7.Eight of the collection's twelve Silver Ghosts were disposed 
of, and it is felt that the following details may be of interest as a matter 
of historical rec ord. 

Year Chassis R eg Coachwork Price Purchaser 
1907/8 712 SX48 Wagonette,Manchest er £2,900 Harrah 

built. Museum 
1910 1338 SD8451 Barker 2-seater coupe £1,350 Harrah 

Museum 
1910 1346 LW7544 Barker shooting brake £3,100 Niagara 

formerly the property Falls 
of H R H The Duke of 
Windsor when Prince 
of Wales 

1912 1899 NS1546 Brewster tourer of 1928 .£1,250 Lightfoot 
Onc e prope r ty of 
Andrew Carnegie 

1912 1907 Barker l imousine £3,000 Ferranti 
1920 89AG B a rker saloon £ 400 Macdonald 
1923 46TG XL1082 Mann Egerton £ 350 Macdonald 

l imousine 
1925 118AU YL4332 Barker limousine 

(F W B) 
£ 650 Kendall 

A number of lat er R-R ' s also changed hands at this sale. 

COVER PICTURE 

The 1912 Silver Ghost, chassis no 1721, which is illustrated on the 
front cover of this issue, is the property of our president, Stanley 
Sears, who found it in a barn in Oxfordshire where it had lain for 
a bout s ixteen y ears. It was covered in dust and chaff, and was exten­
sively fouled by the droppings of poultry roosting on it and inside. It 
was completely restored in 1945, the work including 8: complete strip­
ping and overhaul of engine and chassis . The original owner was 
Lord Wavertree. 
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POND'S GARir!:B~ PARTY 

Following the Club's very successful visit last Se'ptei:hber to· a s·chool 
and training college for physically disabled boys ,':r{i_eihb·ers were invit ­
ed this year to meet some even less fortunate yoting people , the fifty 
spastics who l ive at Pond 1s, and who are all too badly handicapped to 
be able to take part in normal life. T wenty-three cars and over 50 
members and guests met on Saturday June 23 at th e lunchtime rend ­
ezvous, the Bell House Hotel on the Oxford Road , to drive in procession 
to Seer Green and park outside the recently opened extension to t h e 
h ome. 

Pond 's was opened in 1956, experimentally and in a spirit of 
faith and hope, in an old house full of charm and c haracter but also full 
of winding passages and awkward staircases. In spite of these draw ­
backs, it has been a suc cess from the first and is clearly a very h appy 
pl ace . Now, thanks to recent generosity, there is a n ew b l ock with sep­
arate bedsitting rooms properly designed for the use of wheel c hairs, 
and with work- rooms a nd common- rooms attached. The aim is for the 
' family• as the residents are called to be able to lead really full lives 
with plenty of contact with the outside world and a vari ety of occupation 
and to achieve the highest possible measure of physical independence . 

Our fellow guests a t the garden party, which was held to celebrate 
theopeningofthisnewbuilding,were the Friends of Pond 's ,an assoc ­
iation of neighbours and other interested people wh o devot e much of 
their l eisure to visiting and entertaining the P ond's family , and t o 
raising money for equ ipment and amenities of all kinds. 

The proceedings started with the same competition as was h eld 
last year at the Lord Mayor Treloar College - that is, guessing the 
ages of six separately parked cars. This attracted an almost 100% 
entry, including some competitors who could neither speak n o r write, 
but who m anag e d to convey their guesses to their amanuenses . Pond 1s 
family did rather better than the boys last year ;four cash prizes were 
awardedtoentrieswithl0, 1 2, 13and 14 errors respectively; the fi rst 
and second, it should be noted, were won by young ladies, proving per ­
haps that men may know more about the mechanical side, but women 
have a better sense of period. 
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Then came what was for our hosts undoubtedly the highlight of 
the day, when members gave rides in their cars around the grounds 
to all those who could climb or be lifted in. The most popular ride was 
of course in Mr G McGregor Craig's Ghost, the only pre-1914 car 
present, which did noble work and could be seen proceeding to and fro 
loaded almost to the running-boards. A close second in popularity was 
Mr Hoppe's 1925 Humber, whose owner had hidden it shyly away in a 
corner with its better profile turned to the public, but which was forced 
out of its seclusion to have its hour of glory. 

After tea, family and guests gathered on the lawn, where Mrs C 
Meachen very charmingly presented the competition prizes; we were 
then invited to see over the buildings before we said good- bye. A bal­
ance of £10 was left over from the entrance money; this, by request, 
has oeen given to the Friends of Pond ' s fund towards covering and 
heating the present open swimming pool. Swimming is an activity which 
is particularly enjoyed by spastics, many of whom can swim better 
than they can walk, so this donation will be very welcome. 

Mrs Brown, the Warden, writes: 1Family, staff and visitors alike 
enjoyed the Rolls-Royce rally, and the vintage cars will be a topic of 
conversation for many a day. It was a most successful and happy day 
in every way. 1 - M D H 

SILVER GHOST SWITCHES 

Two dashboard mounted magneto and battery switches set on wooden 
pattresses were used on Silver Ghosts up to series 1400, when the 
steering column switch was introduced. These switches are often miss­
ing on these cars, and the Rolls-Royce Owners Club of Australia has 
therefore arranged for replica switches to be manufactured. The face 
of each switch is of polished brass and is pantograph engraved as an 
exact copy of the original. Prices are A £4 . 4 . 0. for each switch. Also, 
tail lamp switches for 1913-14 Silver Ghosts (series A - D} are avail­
able in polished brass for A £4. 10. 0. or nickel plated for A £5. 0. 0: 
they are identical with the magneto switch, except that LAMPS are 
substituted and OFF and ON are reversed. Orders should be sent with 
cheque or overseas bank draft to Mr F L Lee, c/ o G and C F Briggs, 
70 Wellington St, Collingwood, Victoria, Australia: orders close on 1 5 
January 1963, after which prices will increase substantially because 
of engravers' charges for engraving one at a time . 
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1962 ALPINE TROPHY RESULTS TO SEPTEMBER 30 
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IS Hallows PIII 3AZ112 1936 9,983 x25 x3 749,725 

J A G Burchell SG 2295 • 1913 2,682 x48 x4 514,944 

AM Keeling 20/25 GAUSS 1932 7, 866 x29 x2 456,228 

J E Castle 20/25 GMU4 1932 6,454 x29 x2 374,332 

SE A Fortune 25/30 GAR37 1938 7, 7 35 x23 x2 355,810 

JC Dymock- PI 20TC 1926 3, 152 x35 x3 330,960 

Maunsell 
R B Honnywill PIII 3AZ76 1936 4,402 x25 x3 330,150 

H M V N Smith 20/25 GFE40 1935 6,094 x26 x2 316,888 

H CW Somers- 20/25 GBK3 1936 5,892 x25 x2 294,600 

Smith 
GM G Keeping PIII 3AX55 1937 3,563 x24 x3 256,536 

S JS Boord 20/25 GBA29 1933 3, 992 x28 x2 223,552 
, 

20/25 GAW22 1933 2, 887 x28 x2 161,672 GB Lochee-
Bayne 

W F Watson SG 1543 1911 502 xSO x4 100,400 

ME Watt 20/25 1934 1,830 x27 x2 98,820 

LA J Koenen SG 1456 1910 394 x51 x4 80,396 

W F Watson SG 2260E 1913 374 x48 x4 71,808 

SANDHURST DRIVING TESTS 

Good weather once again marked the club's driving tests held at the 
Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst, under the auspices of the RMA 
Motor Sports Club on July 29, when 28 entrants out of a total attendance 
of about 30 took part. In general the tests were similar to those that 
were arranged last year. 

The first test was a timed slow section with no declutching followed by 
a timed fast section (which on a close reading of the rules did not have 
to be covered in the same gear):the chief penalty was 1 point for each 
second that the difference in time between the slow and the fast section 
was less than 100. The second test was an untimed garaging one, involv-
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DETAILED RESULTS 
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S Fortune 25/30 1938 GAR37 55,~ 46 15 26 26 168 
H B Poulter SG 1913 2260E 80 54 14~"' 20 9 177 
J Hamilton - Fish 20 192 8'" GWL32 57 60 18 19 26 180 
GE Mawer 20/25 1932 GBT52 61 58 18 21 26 184 

~ 
KB Wootton 20/25 1932 GHW16 66 34* 30 29 33 192 
RM Harrison 20/25 19 35 GAF81 75 68 20 21 10 194 

Mr S Fortune I s 1938 25/30 GAR37, winner of t he driving tests at Sandhu r st TD Hadrill 20/25 1936 GLJ49 63 74 31 20 10 198 

-------- -------------------------- C Meachen 20 1926 GSK80 70 64 16 20 30 200 , 

ing forwards into one garage, reverse into another, forwar ds into a GB Lochee-

third and reverse out to stop astride the finishing line;th e penalties Bayne 20/25 1933 GAW22 84 72 16 29 20 221 
were 50 points for touching any garage (a fivefold increase since last P Hoppe 20/25 1930 GSR78 63 104 17 16 21 221 
year), 10 points for making an unnecessary change of direction and 2 RE Spencer 20/25 1936 GBK45 68 96 21 25 20 230 
points for each inch the car stopped from the far end of the garage. IF Munro 25/30 1936 GXM24 76 84 25 16 35 236 
The third test was a timed zigzag around alternate pylons in a single CM GKeeping 25/30 1938 GAR25 71 102 18 19 27 237 
line (it was encouraging to see l ess substantial markers than previously): WAL Cook PIII 1937 3AZ68 80 98 26 12* 72 238 
t h e penalties were 1 point for each second taken, 5 points for each I S Hallows PIII 1936 3AZ112 78 112 18 29 20 257 
drum hit and 10 points for failing t o stop astride the finishing line. The Mrs F Hellings 20 1927 GHJ12 74 128 20 27 9 258 
fourth test was a timed approach (from a parking l ine with engine V Sagovsky 20/25 1936 GBK64 81 102 24 30 23 260 
stopped) to a dummy pedestrian to stop as close to it as possible :the W _F Watson SG 1911 1543 84 102 20 23 36 265 
p enalties were 1 point for each second taken, 1 point for each inch D W Hellings 20 1927 GHJ81 55*120 17 29 40 267 
left between pedestrian and car and 50 points for hitting the pedestrian. RB Honnywill PIII 1936 3AZ76 74 138 21 24 14 271 
T h e last test was judgment of car width and height by means of move - SJ Lovegrove 25/30 1937 GHO48 79 132 32 28 3~'< 274 
able test posts :the penalties were 2 points for each excess inch and 20 F Hellings 20/25 1934 GLB28 70 114 20 37 37 278 

points for t ouc hing the posts or taking more than 15 seconds over 
H Savage PII 1934 141RY 86 142 19 20 14 281 

having the posts moved. Mrs AH Masters Wraith 1939 WMB70 79 118 33 41 14 285 
R W Bell 20/25 1932 GHW64 72 156 25 19 32 304 

Mr S F ortune took first place with his 1938 25/30 GAR 37 scoring 
W Stuart -Cowie 20/25 1934 GUB28 75 188 29 37 18 338 

168 penalty points;Mr H B Poulter was second with M r W F Watson's 
HE Marshall Wr;aith 1939 WRB15 87 160 25 36 38 346 

1913 S G 226 0E scoring 177 penalty points;and Mr J H amilton-Fish's 
JC Dymock-

1928 20 GWL 32 was t h i rd with 180 penalty points For once, the larger 
Maunsell PI 1926 20TC 78 154 15 30 88 365 

engined cars did not do well: in fact, apart from the S G t hat came 
* lst in te~t 

second, the larger en gined cars (one S G, one PI, ·one PII and three 
Plll's) were all placed in the lower half of the final r esults . 
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SANDHURST CONCOURS D'ELEGANCE 
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When the club visited the Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst, on Jul y 
Q) "O § (.) c,j ·.-< +-' 

+-' s:: 0 
Q) ..c:: s..., >< 

CLASS I s:: ~ 29, an invitation was extended to members to tak e par t in a concours Chassis I-; ;::> ..0 u 0 ~ Total 

d 1elegance during the Camberley Horse Show on September 22. About Owner Car Year No. 100 100 250 100 150 100 800 

25 club cars attended the Horse Show, and a prize consisting of an 
attractive framed water colour of the RM A Old Building was awarded F H ellings 20/25 1934 GLB28 78 81 248 75 150>!< 65 697 

to Mr W F Watson for his 1935 PII Gurney Nutting sedanca- de - ville JHamilton -

3TA. Particular thanks are due to the military authorities for their 
\. 

Fish 20 1928 ,.GWL 32 85 86 213 95,~ 1 30 86 695 

, kind invitation and for the facilities provided which enabled members, F Hellings 20 1928 GHJ 12 67 68 213 90 140 78 656 

in sunny weather, to wat ch a most interesting display, incl uding show J' 
A L eslie Banks 20/25 1930 GLR50 71 85 225 74 145 45 645 

jumping, coaching and gliding. RM CProbert 20 1928 77 70 205 46 150,:, 57 605 
G B L och ~e-

BURGHLEY HOUSE CONCOURS D 1ETAT Bayne 20/25 1933 GAW22 65 69 205 51 1 20 74 584 
B S Frere 20 1925 GNK.2 56 73 190 52 135 55 56 1 

Twe nty - three c ars t ook part in t he Club's concours d 'etat which was Average in class: 71 76 214 69 139 66 635 
h eld on Sept ember 23 by kind permission of the Marquis of Exeter at 
Burghley House, Stamford, Lincolnshire. Although the weather was CLASS II 
c ool at times , the sun shone sufficiently to provide a ple asant end to SR Terry 25/30 1938 GZR2 92 ,:: 97* 240 80 150* 95 ,:1754 
t he year's major events. Two conducted tours of Burghley House were CJ Curtis 25/ 30 1936 GUL49 85 86 230 47 145 93 686 
a rranged, and members were able to see many of the treasures for S J Love grove 25/30 1937 GHO48 81 78 235 44 140 78 654 
which this magnificent Elizabethan house is famous, including beautiful AD Hyde 25/ 30 1937 GHO8 77 74 225 45 150>!< 80 651 
painted cei l ing s, silver fi replaces and innumerable works of art . RM Harrison 20/25 1 935 GAF81 67 90 230 44 130 70 63 1 

A prize was awarded in each of three classes - Twentys and pre -
V Sagovsky 20/25 1936 GBK64 79 67 210 58 140 76 630 
IF Munro 25/ 30 1936 GXM24 79 59 225 37 150>." 74 624 

1935 20 / 25 1s; 25 / 30 ' s and post - 1934 20 / 25's; and 40 / 50 's. A similar HL Stewart 20/25 1935 GHG18 67 60 160 28 145 49 509 
s ystem of marking to that at Sher borne last year was used, except that P GL Par kinson 20/25 1935 GOH59 65 39 140 5 140 22 411 
there were, of course, no judging for elegance. Judging was carried out 
by Messrs Vivian, Cook, Keller, Poulter, Savage and Steel, for whose Average in class : 77 72 211 43 143 7 1 617 
devoted work the gratitude of those present is due. It is interesting to 
note, in comparing the final results, that the 4 0 /50 entrants were 

' CLASS III 
judged of higher standard than those in the other two classes but that 
the winner of the late 20 / 25 and 25 / 30 class was awarded 45 marks I G H Walford PIII 1937 3CP122 91 9 1 250* 37 150 ':' 90 709 

more than any other entrant, a remarkable achievement fo r which the JC Dymock-

owner deserves the maximum of praise. 
Maunsell PI! 1934 141RY 8 1 79 240 53 150 >.'< 93 696 

I S Hallows PIII 1936 3AZ112 89 88 225 37 150* 93 682 

In class 1, the highest marks were awarded to Mr F Hellings 1 G McGregor-

1934 20 / 25 GLB28; in class 2, to Mr S R Terry' s .1938 25 / 30 GZR2; Craig SG 19 10 1390 92* 74 220 81 100 95~62 

and in class 3to Mr G H Walford 's 1937PIII 3CP122.Afterth ejudging, W F Watson PIT 1935 3TA 92 82 220 31 140 95~u6o 

the prizes were kindly presented by Lord Exeter, and members were J CDymock -

then able to inspect his 1926 Phantom I. Maunsell PI 1926 20TC 87 86 205 55 135 85 653 

- 44 - * l st in category. Average in class: 89 83 226 49 138 9 1 677 
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MEMBE R S ' CARS DESCRIBED.- 21 

Model: 
Chassis no: 

20/25 
GLG19 

First owner: Lady Jardine 
N umber of owners: Seven 
Coachwork: H J Mulliner touring 

First reg: 
Present owner: 

limousine 
29 March 1935 

KA Steel 

n \, tll·1"
1

!-, R12marks : T h e c a r was suppl ied in 1935 to Lady Jardine of 
\ppl( !,i1·th 1n Dumfriess hir e , by Jac k Barclay. It was acquired by Sir 
.\ 1·< h 1ha]tl Mclndoe in 1937 and remained in his possessi on for the 
111 , l fou rteen y ears. I unde rst and that h e s t ored i t during the early 
p.1 1·1 of 1he w ar and used a smaller c ar for his essential journeys 
during the day s of acute petrol short age . In the latter part of the war 
when fuel r ationing had somewhat e ased, he used t he c ar whe n visiting 
the various pl astic surgery units under his direction. It is therefore 
possibl e that the car became quite well known to many members of 
the 'Guinea-pi g Club '. 

In 195 1, the c ar was bought by H R Owen Ltd, who sol d it to Mr 
C G Heywood. In 1954-55, it was owned by Captain Laidlay who r e ­
turned it t o Basings t oke Motors, when he moved out of London to live 
in a part of th e count r y where the lanes were too narrow for the con­
venient use of suc h a car . Early in 1956, the c ar came i nto the hands 
of the person who sold it to me in July of that year. 

I have reason t o believe that the car was a dark gr een colour 
when delivered but I do not know at what stage during its life this was 
changed to black. The coachwork is a fine exampl e of H J Mulliner 's 
touring limousine of the period with a fully-concealed winding division 
and t h e usual figured walnut panelling. Its fine lines have often been 
admi red and with black leather in front, light fawn cowhide in the r e ar 
and West of England c loth headlining to match, it must have appeared 
a v e ry attractive car wh en firs t delivered in a dark gree n finish. 

KAS 
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BOOK R E VIE W 

'It is a very g ood oc cupation for a wet day , wh e n t h e car is not to be 
us ed, to g o compl e tely ov e r t he tyr es ,plugging small cu ts in t h e covers 
( aft er th ey have been c a refu lly clean ed out with sand- paper) with 
rubber solut ion and scra ps of unvulcanised rub ber, t h e wound thus 
h ealed being covere d with a r ubber bandage to keep it from t h e air. ' 
Anothe r g ood oc c upat i on wou ld be to sit indoor s a n d read extracts 
from 'The Mot or Book' to oth e r m otoris ts (Ed T R Nicholson, Methuen, 
2 5s). • 

Des pit e i t s all - embrac ing t itle, 'Th e Motor Book' seeks to cover 
a c learly define d field, and to g ive t hrough extr acts from c ontem por­
a r y writings a social an d historical sur vey of the fir st twenty years 
of motoring. The fo r ty- odd contributors, wh o include Rudyard Kipling 
and Ian Hay , C S Rolls a n d Henry F ord, are wisely allowed t o speak 
for t hemselves with a minim u m of editorial comment. T here i s advice 
on c h oice of car , dr ess for both sex es , maintenance a n d driving (' Rem­
e mber that whatever the s tat e of the r oad, it is bad driving to navigat e 
t h e car sideways .' - t h e L anchester Car Driving Manual, 1903 . ) An 
e minent s urgeon, writing in 1 902 at the age of eighty- one, speaks 
enthusiast ically of t he ben efits of motoring to th e h ealth, but advises 
his readers to alight a t t he end of every twenty miles and run smartly 
for two or thre e hundred yards ,to avoid atrophy of the leg m u scles . 

There are s ections on touring, r acing , t r ial s and r ecords , with 
descript ions of j ourneys in s uc h places as Montenegr o and Mongolia; 
a hair-ra ising stor y by S F E dge of his descent of t he Arlberg Pass 
in 1902 in a Napier with no brakes a n d only t wo gears in working 
order;and Charles Jarrot t 's m oving account of t he trag ic P aris - Madrid 
r oad rac e of 1903 . The illustrations ,of which th e r e coul d well be mor e , 
c onsist of c ontemporary racing photographs, advertis ements fr om t h e 
Mot or and Autocar and s ome ex cruci atingly u nfunny Punc h cartoon s . 

The pic ture which e mer g es , which may or may not be accurate, 
is of a b and of devoted fanat ics, battling ag a inst h i deous discom fort , 
a ppalling r o ad c on ditions , tot a lly unpre dictable machines , police hos­
t ility, idiotic Government interfer e nce and t h e implacabl e e nmity of 
t he non - m ot oring public. This is a book whic h t h e ex pert wi ll enjoy, 
but which is primarily aimed at the a m ateu r s ocial h istoria n and all 
those who think m ot o ring i s funny - M D H 
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Tv1EMBERS 1 CAR S DESCRIBE D .- 22 

Mr W A Briggs I Silver Ghost 24NE 

Mode l: Silver Ghost 
Chassis no : 24NE 
Number of owners : five 

Coachwork: Hooper open toure r 
First r eg: 7 Octob e r 192 1 
Present owner : WA Br iggs 

Owner' s R emarks : 24NE left Derby wor ks on 24 Febr u a r y 1921 and, 
after th e building and fitting of the body by Messr s Hooper, was s upplie d 
to Mr W B Duckworth of Hooton Grange, Hooton, nr Chester. After 
passing th rough t he hands of two othe r owners, the car was bought in 
1929 by the previous owner to myself, Mr G W Yal e. Mr Yal e h as told 
me that buying 24NE was the result of suffering a di sastr ou ~ s ix 
months with a l esser make of motor car which he had purchased as 
a new car. Cutting his l osses he decided to buy a car •that r eally was 
a motor car . 1 

The car at that t i me had cover ed about 60 , 000 rriiles and, after 
repainting and fi tting a new hood, Mr Yale used the car for summer 
use, covering a further 60,000 miles in the peri od 1930 - 38 . During 
th is time, Mr Yale kept a detailed r ecord of the cost of his motorin g 
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and I think he found this to be in the reg ion of 3d a mile - the cheapest 
car he ever ran. A fact which aided this was the l ow cost of an eight­
year - old Rolls-Royce - £200,which is a far cry from t oday .The absence 
of mechanical work which I have had to do in restoring the car speaks 
well for the way in which the car was mainta ined in those days: while 
on this subject, I think far too little credit is given to Mr Yale who, in 
the days prior to an organised vintage car m ovement, preserved and 
maintained old cars which would otherwise have been scrappe d. 

The car was laid up from 1938 to 1954, when it came into m y 
hands. As my spare time was then very limited, the car was cellulose 
painted as a temporary measure and, after fitting a new coil, rebuilding 
the magneto and a few othe r minor adjustments , I began to use the car 
a little. When first tried out the petrol consumption proved to be about 
9 miles/ gal. I found tha t the magneto was practically seized owing to 
the windings having disintegrated, and could hardly be turned with a 
spanner: the petrol c onsumption was much improved after the nec­
essary repairs. After some carburettor adjustment, this was improved 
still further, and I am now able to obtain 18 miles / gal on long runs. 

Duringthe period 1955-57,I ran the car, atte nded a few events, 
enjoyed s ome ve ry pleasant motoring and gradually improved the car 
as opportunity presented itself. In April 1958, by then having a little 
more spa r e time, I c ommenced a fuller restoration . The cellulose 
paint was scraped off and the car put in the hands of a l ocal sheet 
metal worker for repairs to the wings. During the time the previous 
owner had run the car befor e the war, thes e had suffered some dam a ge 
and although they had been repaired corrosion had s e t in . These sec­
tions wer e therefore cut out and ne w sections flush welded in, the 
finished job proving very s atisfact or y . Coachpainting then comm enc ed 
in the original colours of grey and black , and after much labour spre ad 
over about three months the final result is satisfactory for amateur 
work, although I would be the first to admit it is not up to Hooper 
standards . The car was then taken t o a coach trimmer at Southport to 
have the hood and side curtains re-covered and a new t onneau cover 
and hood envel ope made all in light fawn mohair canvas, all being as 
new when finished . 

Apart from the work mentione d , I had lamps, etc, r eplated in 
nickel finish, the cobra horn rebuilt, tool box, battery box, dash and 
h ood stays French polished (the tool box had t o b e v en eered - and I 
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war n anyon e wh o trie s thi s that it is a t r icky oper a tion) and sundry 
other odds and e nds wer e put right. 

T wo items n ow r emained to be corrected: the fi r s t of thes e was 
the exhaust s ys tem . Here, trou bl es a r ose thick an d fast, a s we found it 
was impos sible to s l ack e n e ither the ring of nuts which hold t he b ack 
silence r to the int e rmediate pipe or t h e l arge union nut on that pipe 
whic h screws on to the front s ilencer . It was also impossib le to free 
the t wo d own pipes into t he front s ilencer, as all wer e immov able after 
38 years of u s e . The problem was finally sol ved by undoing t h e union 

, nu ts attaching th e down pip es to the exhau st manifolds and the n s lightly 
enlarging the h ol e s in t h e engine undershield through which t h e down­
p ipes pass to a llow t h e un i on nuts to be l ower ed down and so l ower th e 
wh ol e s ilenc in g s ystem in one pi ece , a pproxi m a tely 15 ft of it . The en­
lar ging of h ol es was don e in situ , a s I coul d find no way wit h out exten s ive 
di s m antling of r e m oving t h e under tray : perhaps t here is s ome a r t in 
doing t h i s I have yet t o l earn, and i f t here i s I would be pl eased to hear 
of this from some more experie nced m e m ber . 

A n ew front s ilencer was obt a ine d from Rolls -Royc e L td, a nd 
the back s ilen cer was rebuilt by the l oc al s h eet m et al worker p r eviously 
men t i oned . The wh ol e system was t hen painted with h e at resistin g 
alumin ium pa in t an d reassemble d . 

The wh eel nut s t h en rema ine d . These h a d been both ering me for 
some t ime, as the old nuts had worn ver y badly on t h e threads. T h e 
car i s rather unus u al as it was fitted as part of i ts original e quipment 
with Mic h elin steel di s c wh eel s in stead of t h e u s u al Dunlop wire 
wh eel s . T h e nuts have a n on-standard metric t hread, right h a nd on the 
off-si de, left hand on th e n ear s ide, and a r e cap nuts. After much cor­
res pondenc e, it p r oved impossible to obtain repl acem ents, so these 
would h av e to b e made in t he home wor ksh op . This w a s m ade easi e r 
by an en gineering company who very k indly offered to cut t wo s peci al 
taps, on e r ight h an d , t h e other left h and. A s ou r workshop only conta ins 
a 3½ in lath e and t h e u s u al han d tool s, some i mpr ovisati on had t o b e 
done . In order to mach ine th e radiu sed en d of t h e nuts (which seat into 
the wheels), a sph eri c al turni n g device had to be made an d rigged u p 
on the v e r t ical s lide. To simplify machining , t h e nuts w ere made open 
ended and the ends s ilver sol der ed in. As the worksh op does not con­
tain a m illing m a c hine with dividing gear , t h e hexagons on t h e 24 nut s 
h ad to b e p roduced by hand with a fil e : this p rov e d rath er heavy going 
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as the material was high-tensile steel. When completed and plated, 
however, the nuts have a very pleasing appearance, being identical 
with the originals and well worth the effort. 

One small item in the restoration which was very important 
was renewing the hand brake cables. I think anybody who is re storing 
one of these cars will find that these cables have stretched badl'y, 
particularly if the car has been stored with the hand brake on. It may 
help somebody in future to know that the correct lengths of the brake 
cables are: 

37 3 / 16 in for the hand brake and 40 in for the foot brake, 
both distances being measured between the centres of the pins through 
the forks. Rolls-Royce Ltd were able to make up new cables at very 
moderate cost. 

Since restoration, the car has been used for many events and 
has given me more pleasure than any other m ot or car I have ever 
experienced. 

Since writing these notes, the following further information has 
come to hand from R-R records. The car was orig inally ordered by 
a Mr Hanson Wu of China who h a d intended the car to be fitted with 
an enclosed dr ive cabriolet body. After being on test on 17 January 
1921, the car was despatched on 24 February 1921 to Messrs B arker 
and Co. However, export to China must have fall en through and the car 
must have then gone on to Hoopers for the disc wheels, etc. Other 
slight alterations while still in chassis form were that the car wa s 
tu.rned out with the side lamps wiring to the scuttle and was equipped 
with two spare wheels - both these points were altered for the Hooper 
body. 

I believe 24NE is n ow unique (apart from the armoured car) in 
h aving Michelin dis c wheels. Acc ording to Rolls-Royce Ltd, the car 
left the works fitted with wire whee ls but on 25 July 1921 four Michelin 
8~5 x 135 disc wheels we r e s upplie d and fitted. L ater, a Dunlop spare 
disc wheel w~s supplied with a b olt- on m ounting.In the e a rly 1930 1s , 
Mr Yale decided t o fit 7 .00 x 21 dis c whe els all r ound, and bought a 
set of four (the wheels bear the Dunlop code number LP59). Mr Yale 
found that ':hen fitt e d to the front wheels the steering beca me v e r y 
bad,so retamed 395 x 135 wheels on the fr ont and fitted 7.00 x 21 on 
the back to help the braking. The disc wheels we r e an option that 
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Rolls-Royce offered in the early 1920's (seep 114 of 'Rolls - Royce: 
The Living Legend' 1958 edition: 'Steel Artiller y wheels can be pro­
vided as an alternative if des ired at an extra cost. ') and were adopted 
as a result of their experience with the later armoured cars. The 
reason why this type of wheel was dropped was because it acted as an 
amplifier for every small chassis noise. On the other hand, it did pro­
vide a very smart type of wheel, particularly for a tourer body, which 
was easy to keep clean and easy to change. 

The axle shaft carries the hub bearings in the normal way, but 
the hub body into which the bearings are fitted is a special casting 
(a Michelin component, part G. 6764). The hubs are held in place by 
the axle tube nut, followed by a locking washer held on by three small 
nuts which screw on to studs in the face of the axle tube nut . After 
this, we come to the driver dog which on my car is of 3 5 / 8 in diam­
eter and is therefore the type used with wire wheels (an artillery 
wheel driver dog is 4¾ in diameter.) The driver dog has inner and 
outer splines - the inner ones engaging on the axle shaft and the outer 
ones engaging with the body of the Michelin hub. Finally, there is the 
castellated nut which is split-pinned on to the end of the axle shaft. 

The Michelin hub has a flange cast on it into which the wheel 
studs are fitted, and the outer end is threaded to receive the large 
nickel grease-retaining cap . On my car, this cap is similar to the cap 
used for artillery wheels but it does not have the centre oil- retaining 
scr ew. 

Some very good pictures and descriptions of this type of wheel 
and hub appeared in the Michelin and Dunlop guides of the early 1920 's. 
At th a t time, Michelin were trying to sell the idea to everybody and 
succeeded to a limited extent even with Rolls-Royce Ltd. W A B 

FOOTNOTE 

If space had permitted, this issue would have included some de.tails 
of the first Rolls-Royce Silver Wraith. Perhaps these details can be 
published in the next issue - provided of course they are not already 
known to everyone. How many know the date and chassis number of the 
first Silver Wraith? 

IS H 
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