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CHAIRMAN'S LETTER

1993 was one of the most successful years in the Club's
history, at least in my experience spanning more than 25

years. | base this opinion mainly on the participation of

larger numbers of members in our vear's events.  In any
club such as ours, there is always a small group of members
who are active, with many others being inactive, i.e. sel-
dom participating in anything. | wish | could say that we
have reversed this situation. We haven'r, but we have
turned it a bic.

Artendance at our driving tests and luncheon at
Brooklands in the spring and our concours and picnic at
Hanbury Hall at Droitwich in July were both ar near record
levels, as was our Irish Georgian Society joint week-end in
Kent and the Isle of Wight rally in Seprember.

But the obvious highlight of the year was the re-enact-
ment of the famous 1913 Austrian Alpine Rally which saw
44 Silver Ghosts from all over the world join in a two week

high profile evenr. Almost all the participants were mem-
bers of the 20-Ghost Club. The entire rally was thorough-
ly covered by BBC television and shown in a 50-minute

We returned again in 1993 to the popular venue of the
Caledonian Club in London for our 42nd Annual General
Meeting and Winter dinner on 29th January. Fifty mem-
bers and guests were in attendance and apologies for
absence were received from Lord Elgin, our President, and
some one hundred other members.

The business meeting as usual proceeded swiftly and
stmoothly, with previous minutes, accounts and re-elecrion
of appropriate Committee members all being approved. It
was announced that although the membership had previ-
ously approved an increase in the annual subscription to
25 pounds, the Commirtee had decided 1o hold the exist-
ing 20 pound rate for the coming year.

Proposed events for 1993 were briefly presented by the
various Committee members responsible for them, ol
which by far the most exciting one was the re-enactment

programme of ‘Top Gear' in December. Despite the state-
ment of one of the commentators that the charity fund-
raising within the event was organised by the R-REC, the
fact is that Alpine 93 itself was conceived and largely pro-
duced by our Hon. Secretary, John Kennedy, who literally
devored months of his time over four or five years to mak-
ing it the success which it became.

Which leads me to say that taday our Club has the
largest membership in its 44-year history, largely due to the
popularity of the Alpine Rally. We welcome this develop-
ment, particularly because it means that more people are
making use of the opportunities to enjoy motoring in early
cars.

Your Committee is busy planning the 1994 schedule of
events and 1 hope you will find them to be as worthwhile
as last year's were. If you have any suggestions for inter-
esting venues or different evenrs, please pass them on to
any member of the Committee.

Full reports of the Alpine Rally appear in this issue of
The Record. Lynn A. Brua

Graham Adams admives the Alpine orophsy,
presented for the highest mileage in 1992,

AGM & ANNUAL DINNER

Caledonian Club - 29 January 1993

Phatographs by Peter Collinson

of the famous Alpine Rally to commemorate its 80th
anniversary. John Kennedy has devored much time during
the past three or four years to this event and it will be
reparted on in full in this year's issue of The Record.
Formal thanks were offered to Ken Smedley tor organis-
ing the evening's activities at the Caledonian Club but a
few minutes later Ken fell and sustained a severe cut on his
head which necessitated an urgent trip to hospital for
stitches and treatment while most of us enjoyed the festiv-
ities oblivious to the drama. In true Scotrish style the hag-
ais was brought to the hanquet table to the skirl of a bag-
pipe, and Lynn Brua, who chaired the evening, joined the
piper with a wee dram of whisky in the traditional toast to
the haggis. As usual there were no speeches, with only the
trophies being presented to the various winners, followed
by much convivial conversation. DCM



ON THE RECORD

80 years on 2260, James Radley's Silver Ghost, complete with Austran Canmaller, ascends the Katschbera Pass on Tuesday 22 Jugio 1993

Well, it is over and Alpine 93 has become a part of history.
For Rae and myself, this was more than just a frenetic few weeks
of motoring - ir was the culmination of a quest for knowledge
which begin with research in 1986 and rurned into an idea (or
was it a dream or a crusade!) when on the morning of Friday 31
July 1987, 1 drove up the Austrian side of the Loibl Prass in the
mist and cloud, not being certain even if the road [ was driving up
was actually the Loibl! The atmosphere ar the top, with the aban-
doned old Nazi era customs post on the Austrian side (finally
remaved i the spring of 1993) looking gaunt and sinister in the
swirling mist, with the old border barriers and the tell tale granite
obelisks, produced a feeling of rrepidation that was difficulr o
avercome. To be at such an historic location, then deserred and in
tatal silence, apart from the gentle moan of rhe cold north wind
blowing the clouds through the narrow mountain gap, the emo-
tions gradually gave way to one of elation, particularly when gaz-
ing for the first time on the dramatic view sourh down the valley
into Slovenia.

It was ar that moment that, having locared this most important
‘missing link' of the historic alpine routes, that Alpine 93, a com-
plete re-enactment of the original 1913 evenr, hecame the chal-
lenge, with the Loibl Pass once again becaming @ key part of the
route as it had been ull those years before.  Acquiring James
Radley's 1913 Alpine car some time later was a further mativator,
it one were needed. So was set the key framework of a plan that
took nearly six more years to reach fulfilment.

How to achieve this was another matter. Bur wich six vears. in

which to sort things our, even the impossible could be given a wo.
(It is inreresting to point out here thar if [ had listened o the

advices of many people; some of whom may even be reading this

s

findulgent mini-tome, then Alpine Y3 or at the least many of
its inore advenrurous aims would have been abandoned there and

then.) However, New World readers will know thar a challenge is
there to produce resolve, so, undaunred, we procecded

The greatest focus and the greatest challenge, was, and
remained, the Loibl. Bur as | have said to many people, it needed
a methodical :I;[‘PIH‘-]&IL Firstly, the removal of communism from

thar part of eastern Europe. Well, we removed the lot at the same
1

rime; it was just as easy! Joking aside, the collapse of Yugoslavia
regrettably produced the most serions political problems which for
a time did rhrearen our chances of a complete tour of the original
route. There is no doubt that an Alpine 91 could not have visited
Slovenia or Croatia as the borders were shut; even a year larer, the
problems with insurance in these countries could well have caused
them to be eliminated from the tour

But back to realiries - the big advanrage of having a number of
years to cover the planning meant that the likely excuse of people
out on the roure not having enough time to do anything did not
exist. Talking to people abour our plans for two or three or mayhe

more years ahead, allowed them time to give it thoughtful consid-
eration as they were never pur under a time pressure. The fact that
the Loibl Pass was only made usable during the three days prior to
Alpine 93 arriving there was not a cause to panic, as some may
have thought about doing, but hecause there was some genuine

concern ‘I-THI A Lo l"r'l‘l\' restorat ion tiH}]\I Il‘rl\ C l\t‘t'ﬁ HT.TIU ﬁ\:li] ||
there had been heavy rain in the intervening period before use
and rthe road became unusable. The local people were under-
srandably nervous about this (since shown to be nor a problem as

[Iit’ r\l:!d ‘-llT'\'i\'L’J IhL’ mnev llili‘ { o ‘-Ui‘.‘-k’Llll{'Hl Llll\'\'”Pl‘Uf) \\‘IIEIHU[
damage), as they had no current experience of their 'lost' road, bur
the vision and enthusiasm o see this as the first stage of 'reclaim-
H]};" IIlE‘Ir \rl”t’\ onece '\l\[' Kr'l’il\.\'i'”‘tl\k’]l [Uillit‘} near !(,‘.‘CT“L‘(
removed all the heavy through traffic from the Loibl Pass route.
[t became apparent from ralking ro people ar various parts of
the route that they were not usually too interested in car rallies. In
some areas, particularly the mountain locations of Toblach and
Corring, there is positive hosrility ro the car image - they are fight-

1O,

Ing against a |*|L—|r'l Lo put a motorway through their scenic re
But the historical links were the appealing part of our proposals.
The radical changes to the political climate, the greatest for 80
Vears II.\tI meant |hr” TI‘HT{‘ Wis a1 "'Fill_‘-_‘iil lLl i th I[‘z!l\‘ihl]i'u‘\ A5
well. When it was possible for us to provide a large photograph of
the original Alpentahrr in their locality, the enthusiasm for our
plans became even grearer. In a number of insrances the locals did
|.||”.IH.'| IU\:II researc I] :H'Il] LJJ"-(\I\E“"L'!J maore }!IN)UI rhl’ 1)11‘_“!]“\‘
event th\.'l'll'\l,‘l\o'L‘\. Thl‘ filt’n meant r}]:,l[ it was lIlL'JJ' event m [I1U|f
location which we were merely 'borrowing' for a re-enactment.
This histarical background theme was thus gradually helping ro
‘*E||{"L‘ rllt‘ event, IMCTEeASIE ”ltﬁ' -JL"‘-H'E,‘ ey lraverse ”Tl' ”]'l,&_"l”ﬂ‘
route wherever possible, This sounds like a very straightforward
concept, but those who raok part will begin to appreciate how dif-
ficulr it was to find "lost" roads. Using up ro dare rouring maps as
a starting ;‘-uini f! i LITl\-'i“L{ [h\‘ route soon '\hl‘\\:k‘LI Th:l[ It was a
tricky problem, as the new bypasses meant that some minor roads
were not always shown and in any case the signposts always direct-
edd vehieles anto major roads. So more detail maps were needed,
{eycling maps proved the most useful in Austria) followed by
many }'I\llll"‘- tnl\" ht‘(j\]ﬂ“_{ ﬂ“ [l’hl: plilf‘t‘ names f‘”‘l'l'l th' Ul'i_E_:ll‘liil IrLllt‘\'
which | had discovered in the bibliothek in Vienna meant not
that we had found the correct route, merely that we had found out
the probable itinerary ro investigate nexr time it was possible to
get bver to the toute (pm\,i;}r-J it was not mid winter with the

ly ta be closed).

mountain passes likely

Many rowns which involved a left turn to get into were left off
the new route hook (vt l‘;l':'n'nml reasons, bur all had to be investi-
gated. The village of Mori, between Riva and Trento was one such
example. Nor roo difficulr 1o get into and lovely old narrow cob-
bled streets, but to get back ta the main road meanr waiting for the
up traffic to clear, then find a gap to join the down traffic. After a
wait of a full five minures (in a modern car) during one roure
investigation, ‘we laughed ar the thought of 30 Silver Ghaosts
queued here, taking three hours to get through! Mori old town
stayed to the left of the Alpine 93 route which used the bypass.
Conversely, other towns, either in quier areas ar to the righr of the
route proved a delight to use, even though they often involved
driving in very narrow streets. Condino was such a place. Other
places were very difficult to find, some raking three rrips to dis-
cover. The old route into tiny Torbole on Lake Garda then up the
long hill to Nago was a case in point. Many Alpine 93 journeyises
took two or three attempts to locate the way, even with a route
hook ra warn them of the pirfalls!

Probably the best example of o wugh o find entry was
Padkaren, ar the foor of the Wurzen Dass, the ancient mouncain
village on entry to Slovenia. Road maps do nor show the riny non-
turn we used to find the warmest, most spontaneous reception on
the entire tour. It rook until the summer of 1992 o find this

1 1
secret

Another 'missmg' route ook even longer to find. The village of
Vranja, now in Croatia;, was on the list of the or
somehow we had not found ir. Finally, in April of 1993 it was 'dis-

rinal route, but

covered', including the original steep, tough, dirt road which
descended for a kilometre into the village. Should this be includ-
ed? Would the cars rattle to bits? Nor unril the final draft of the
route hook jusr days hefore the stare was this piece included, and
then as an option. And like all other really historic portions, it
proved immensely satistying to those who came ro Croatia.

TIIL'J'{‘ were many more L‘,\ZHIHP!C?\'. Th\'l't' isa |‘ﬂl‘|.1‘.l'v|i( \_l{d TE):_Ili

roune the Sarca gorge. Entry 1o it would have been possible. But
atter a hot walk along a deserted old road there was a massive pile
of earth blocking the route. Thar secrion was not possible. Neither
was the old route into Riva down the Ponale comiche. A more
fantastic entry to a town just cannot exist. For five years the old
route has been superseded by enormous tunnels. Bur the borrom
half of the road was still usable. The fop half was blocked by
locked barriers. Persistent enquiries produced no result. (lraly's
government was also falling apart, but in a different way to the
states to the easr of it.) Then a short time before we traversed the

darea rlh’ I“JIT[‘IL'I.\ were Ik"lll(l\'L:‘LI I'n | lI]I_' tl‘]l Il‘r.lll‘ }H_ll a very -\(1'3&1

i“ll"f'lk"l' Wis 1n PIE'lL‘(‘ T Lat 'El(‘ |‘|1tl\‘!l|]‘ Vrh\,' h\\( ;,lrly .SPU[‘L[ \\‘(I“('
ing the route had not been in vain as it was put into the itinerary
as an option - superb, even if it meant turning round ar the bat-
tom and driving back ap to get to Riva.on the new road. Bolt-cut-
ters would no longer solve the problem for us!

It was planned thar each day would produce some time-warp

experiences to try ta get close ro what we perceived the 19173 feel
would have been like. That is how 'Mr Radley' came into being
and somehow, like the event itself which developed a personality
of its own, he rook on a |\-|'wn}||i|\ of his own. Local areas we vis-
ited tollowed this theme, sometimes even keeping the event a sur-
prise from me. The classic Viennese style evening put on for us at
Arco-Riva was an example of this and the overwhelming genuine
welcomes i so mamy small towns in Slovenia and Croatia were
others.

Orther historical facts were put into the rour book withour any
control over currént day matters, But fortune smiled and the cows
still walked down the street in Mals and the frost at Toblach would
once again made starting more difficulr than normal, with the cars
left cut in rhe same location outside the old Grand Haorel as 80
years earlier.

With hindsight, even more of these historic rouches could have
heen ince :1‘]1-11»1“\[, but ta put effort inro them for :’\||um-' 93 may
have been at the expense of some other features, especially the
Loibl, which might have been pur in jeopardy. Believe it or nor,
there are three other mounriain pass sections which were lefr ourt,
many c*lhcr “”1‘\]” sections ”E- Ulll T« lHLl Lll]LI Ilﬂ.‘l' \'1“”}_’\(‘3‘\ ds \\'L'“‘

Could they be used next time? Will there be a next rime? From
the numbers who hooked up and 'paid’ a deposit to chariry ar the
ball at Arco, then Alpine 03 is already under way! Maybe it will
happen! Bur could it have the freshness and spontaneity of Alpine
23, where everything was new and fresh for maost parricipants?
Probably not. But would that matter? The route never loses its
.‘-L’{'n‘lt ;?'1":!11&][[” Z'lnl.] r‘llﬁpl'.‘ri[ :]ﬂ\I H‘IC []LH!“C']-I(E:L' “'“llld \HH ITL' as
areat. Another Alpine would be different; there would be new
people on it. But while those of us fortunate enough to have such
1.”“.' CATS [O USE Carn retilin a sense ( )‘: W:)n\lt'I in Thlh IrﬂTl}l'lr 5‘:"1}“"\\’!]
age, then [, for one would do it again, Maybe before 2003 as well.
Who else would come? Will they find that it meers their expecta-
tions! Time will tell,

John L Kennedy



ALPINE 93

A S, VIEW

Die 1913 Qesterreichische Alpenfahre 80 jahre spiter -
an American view

"The Alpine!" This event, melded over the vears into
the very fibre of our hobby, has acquired a mystical ring.
The three Rolls-Royee appearances, in 1912, 1913 and
1914, were so full of drama, adversity and ultimare trivmph
that more words must have been written about them than
many other perhaps worthier exploirs. Suffice it o say
that, when it became apparent we were going to have an
event of some sort in 1993, people signed on immediately.
Some of us had been on the 1973 event and wanted a
repeat. Others had read about the '73 tour and wanted to
take part in the ultimate R-R driving event. Yer others
wanted to see Europe and the remnants of the Austro-
Hungarian Empire in the nicest possible way. All of us,
though, looked forward to extending ourselves in the hest
of circumstances, surrounded by friends old and new, dri-
ving our beloved ears through specracular scenery whilst
having experiences that would stay with us forever.

Alpine 93 is an absorbing story of triumph over difficul-
ty, of enjoyment and exertion, of rravel, friendship and
memories. When first mooted publicly in August 1989,
there was the usual mix of supporters and detractors for a
new venture. The problems seemed legion - would we real-
ly be able to traverse all the 1913 passes, including, for
example, the Loibl, which had not been used or even
maintained for some 30 years? What ubout the incredible
(to US owners, anyway) cost of gasolene, when factored in
at, for some, 6-8 mpUSg over nearly 4000 miles? Surely we
would break up the cars, with their ageing merallurgy, over
the [ in 3 passes? How could older drivers possibly main-
tain the killing pace? Would the inevitable publicity not
attract the attentions of the IRA, the Bider-Meinhoff
Gang and/or maybe even the Red Seprember Group? Some
of the passengers would undoubredly hyperthermiate [sic]
to death, travelling around in epen cars through five
dearees of frost over 9,000 fr. Alps.

All these, and other, over-heated concerns evenrually
melred away when confronted by the calin and methodical
approach of the mainspring of this great event, John
Kennedy. Secretary of the oldest R-R Club, the 20-Ghost
Club, he had long harboured a desire to go over all the
1913 passes in Radley's 1913 car, 2260E, a car he had heen
meticulously restoring for just chis adventure. His prepara-
tions for the event were immense and broad ranging; his
attention to detail minute; his patience with conflicting
points of view legendary. Indeed, he and Rae devored
themselves to this task practically full time for more than
three years, driving over the course five times, once by
Ghost with four souls on board. The results we all enjoyed
reflected this dedication and he and his team are 1o he con-

gratulated for a murvellous event that will be ralked abour
tor years w come, The conrribution made by David and
Fran Dudley was beyond measure and the mechanical sup-
port given by Allen Glew saved many a participant from
much grief. Who can forger Chris Leefe standing in the
rain in Graz to make sure we got our parking tickets? It was
the consensus of all who arrended that this was the great-
est car tour of all time and its like will not be seen again.

While preparing for the Alpine during winter, many of
us (11 cars were represented) in the North East of America
greatly appreciated a February 'Come Along Saturday' rry-
ing out a computer program Ed Rowan had acquired. This
allowed each of us to punch in a suggested route from
London to Vienna, submitting our road preferences, major
towns and average speeds. The resulting printouts zave
detailed sets of road directions and mileages, allowing us wo
pick and chovse our routes. We exchanged information
and ideas abour clothing, spares, wools and many other
details at this, the first meering of entrants from the New
World. John and Rae Kennedy flew over especially for this
meeting to further hype us up, showing slides of the histo-
1y of the event, and answering all our questions. I was a
cabin-fever-busting day, we all enjoyed.

We were so much inspired that we took off a raw, snow-
flurried April weekend to pur in some bracing mileage,
resting weather protection far drivers and riders, as well as
gerring some much needed distance and hill-climhing
practice for fresh restorations. We tried loading our cars
with everything we wanted to take - and, sure enough,
some of us found we had less space for our passengers
andfor accoutrements than we had imagined. As the time
to send the cars got closer, the pressure increased and there
were Just as many stories of frenzied, last minute work far
into the nighr here as there were in other parts of the

world. One car had its blocks ripped oft the night before

shipping to investigate aseizure (2 pistons were replaced):
a catastrophic leak-down reading o one eylinder of
another car was investigated in the same wavy; yet another
car had five brand-new valve springs self-destruct during a
twenty mile test spin. All became normal after expenditure
of the obligatory amounts of tension, sweat, adrenaline and
time, although one owner refused ro he fazed and exorcized
an ominous tic in his freshly-restored engine by, rying
down his ailing valve! Phones and faxes were vital securi-
ty blankets to those in need and investors in relephone
companies benefited accordingly as electrons whizzed
along the airwaves of the world.

For some of the North American entrants, it all finally
started once we took delivery of our cars in England, a
week before we were all due to leave the UK for Vienna.
Some connected up with the 20-Ghost Club for a delight-

3IEL (Harry Wason) ascending the Semmering

ful picnic/eoncours. The Thompsons took part in rhe
Derby Bentley celebrations. Others of the 13 car US con-
tingent indulged in a Great Gardens & Horticultural
Homes Tour of the Southern Counties. The final burst of
activity was for the first Wholly Ghost Tour of Great
Brirain when we mer for two days on the idyllic back roads
of the Cotswalds - Chipping Campden, Bourton-on-the-
Warer, and all that. It was sheer magic to be trundling
through an English Summer of rare and scenic delight, We
rthen drove up to Altharp for the R-REC Nartional Meer.
Qverseas first rime visitors to this enormous event of over

1979 (Peter Phillips) om the Katschhera

1200 R-R/B cars were thoroughly impressed. But maost of us
were itching to cross the Channel and begin the driving
event of a lifetime.

A quick Hoverspeed (30 miles, 45 minures, £99 rerurn,
no seasickness) from Folkestone ro Boulogne and we were
rolling down the back roads of France rowards Metz. Qur
little hand had decided against the more travelled route of
faster roads and pre-booked hotels in large towns, prefer-
ring instead ro rake each day as it came, bedding down in
the rustic hostelry, B&B, or what-have-you that caught our
eyes each evening. Drifting through the dawn mists (and
rain for much of the way!) of the wine fields of France, we
followed the Moselle to its very source in the French
Vosges. This is the way to travel - touring the sumimer back

roads in a large
open  car, being
hailed by one and
all. Unspoilt coun-
tryside of ancient
beauty; pocket-sized
(to American eyes,
anyway) farms;
peasant owners
with centuries of
heritage  tending
their vineyards.
Across the Rhine,
TR < B VI
Switzerland  and
aver to
Licchtenstein,
Feldkirch and the
first of the Ausrrian
Alps o elimb rhe
Ar”ﬂ‘.rg ass FW Lynch stop at Wels
now Vienna was

calling, so we stopped drifting and started some serious
maotoring, getting to Vienna feeling we had covered some
ground. Indeed we had, for we had just done 1250 miles in
four days, by-passing some of the most densely populared

O the Seelvia

bits of Europe, yet having had some time to do a litcdle
sightseeing along the way. Now entire group was there,
together for the first time. So we collectively jumped into
the Alpine Experience, boots and all.

There was so much to see, to do, to experience - the cars
(48 of them, 43 Ghosts, [ PI, 3 Plls and a 1914 Prince
Henry Vauxhall), the people, the drivers, the passengers,
ese food, the Viennese

the Viennese ambiance, the Vienn
chocolate! Two days of intense activity meant lubrication
and maintenance, washing and cleaning, sight-seeing and
partying, safety inspections and gerting our mstructions.
Meeting old friends, making new ones. Promenading die
Tiraler Garren and visiring Schlofi Schénbrunn, doing the
wide-eyed rtourist bir. Getting up ar 4:30 each morning



hecavse this far East in the all-
Europe time zone; the birds are
up at the first glimmer of dawn,
4:00 am! A glittering Opening
Banquer fired us up and then -
there we all finally were,
jostling around in Schénbrunn
Palace grounds ar 53.30 a.m. on
Sunday, June 20, shortly to go
by the original starting place at
the same time on the same day,
driving over the very cobble-
stones our heroes had done
exactly eighty  years  ago. On the Steliio
Serendipity had it that the
chief Rolls-Royee showroom in
Austria was hard by the stare
and many of us had used their
workshops for the things one
does on a tour of this nature.
What a start! Jostling specta-
tors, anxious drivers, concerned
navigarars, paparazzi, media,
hustle and bustle - all the ele-
ments  of the  Srart-Of-A-
Significant-Event. Within a
short rime we were zooming
down rhe flat-out straightway to
Neunkirchen, drowning in an :
. Recepition at Bolzana
adrenaline rush over the 17 km
straight the Austro-Daimler cars used as a
test track in days gone by. Thar first day
really sorted us our- 257 miles and twa sig-
nificant Alpine Dasses meant those who
did the whole route that day had the feel-
ing they really were on an Alpine. This
feeling was enhanced by rhe fact thar rthis
was what they had done on the first day in
1913, (Luckily for us, the pace slackened
thereafter.) But this was why many came.
There were alternate and easier routes on
almost every day for those who wanted
them and it should be said that there were
rest days; one day in every four was set
aside for us to mellow out. This was held
by many, to be essential - we could pretend
to be heroes bur also try to tend ro the
inner person. Indeed, the BBC crew film-
ing the event were (‘.nnstimtly amazed at
the sheer ground that we covered, and the :

did ir. Thar first day was where
we all found out just how quick-
ly water got hot in our radiators,
just how goad our down-shifiing
to save the brakes was and how
easily we coped with that
endearing Alpine habit of not
having guard rails to keep us
away from the vallevs several
thousands of feet below.

There is not the space, shart of
an entire hook, to describe
everything that happened on
this wonderful event. So what
follows is more an impression of
some of the things rthar hap-
pened so the reader may get the
flavour  of  our  junkerings
around some of the mose scenic
parts of the world, As a summa-
ry, it is fair to say the things
started on @ high note and gor
betrer and better us we went
along. At the end of each day,
we would say "This has been
the greatest days touring we
liave ever done! And then
along came the next day to cap
it by a considerable margin.
The passes, bath as tests to
one's car and one's driving ability, just
scemed to get hetter and better while the
scenery, peaking perhaps in  the
Dolomires, simply got more and more
breathraking. Here, then, is an impression
of just two of the passes to give a hint of
our CXPC[’iCnCCﬁ.

The Stelvio is one of the most renowned
passes in all Europe, and justly so. We did
it on a rest day. (It had not been part of
the 1913 event because the descent would
have had rto have heen through
Switzerland, never a part of Austria-
Hungary.) At once one of the most
demanding and most specracular of passes,
it is also one of the most phatogenic.
Everyone wanted to have a record of their
car making a triumphal ascent. Alas, this
was not to be - the incredibly sharp hair-
pins and heavy traffic precluded somie cars

pace with which we did it. There was 51TW (Graham Adams) passes Lagn di Toblino,  from making the climb. Lack of steering

never a spare moment and it says much of @ roue o Riva
the tenacity of the crews that we all gor

through. There were twa 83 year olds on the tour - Bob
May and George Milligen < who were an inspiration to all
the youngsters of sixty-something who wondered how they

~

lock to enable a single approach was the
main deterrent, as an inability to make the
hairpins in one sweep could have clogged up holiday traf-
fic forever. So not many of the long wheel base cars, as well
as those with front-wheel brakes, made the attempt,

Neither did some
who mellowed our
for the rest day in
Merano. But those
who did had an
experiecnce  they
will remember for a
very long rime. i
was on this pass
that we all finally
discovered how
easily  our  cars
steered and cooled
48 really right
hairpins up inclines
of up to 1 in 8 in
plices  certainly
kept s exercised.
Consequently,
those  who  had
S5TN (Martin Dawsen) in the narrow soeets of lubricared their
Cuidinn steering  systems
properly that morning were less pooped at the 2758m
(2049 1) summit
than those whao had
not. Almost
rivalling Pikes Peak
in height climbed,
it was also a signifi-
cant  pull in its
1900m (6145 fr)
climb over 31 km
(19 miles). The last
18 km rises at an
average rare of 67.5
merres per kilome-
tre (339 ft/mile), so
there were a few
boiling  radiators,
even though tem-
peratures  were @
cool 40°F ar the
summit. Pikes Peak
averages 444
fo/mile, so we had 2577 (Devek du Toit) negoriares a haivpin om the
more cooling Ampole Pass

capacity reserves on

the Stelvio. But it was instrucrive to notice how those who
chugged up steadily in a lower gear and a lighter thrortle
opening boiled less than those who held on to a higher
gear with a heavier foot for as long as possible. There had
been much talk about the severity of the Stelvio, as well as
the possibly awful weather conditions, bur in the event
there were no problems other than some badly adjusted
carhurettors. We even had a satisfactory mixture of snow,
hail, mist and rain to greet us at the summit - enough to

impress our friends
back home with our
holdness. Tt lasted
no more than a few
minutes.

The weather
made things a tad
difficult for the first
few days, but by the
time  we  got to
Innsbruck on the
fourth day, we had
had our last bit of
really troublesome
rain. From then on
(although it did
rain on occasion),
the weather got

herter and  berrer
until the last few [EEEEE i
days, when it was 69TW (Alan Clark) an the Ampalo Pass
positively  haking.

Somuch so, that several cars were caught unawares by the
Stubalpe on day 14, This pass rises 3416 feet and we had
a warm following wind - this caused some cars to boil. We
also sometimes got warm ourselves when doing our hit,
with Bank Austria, to raise funds for the Children's
Hospital in Osijek. This meant a lot of stops in various vil-
lage and town square to show the cars off to the public, par-
take of tea, lunch or other refreshment and move on. This
happened only in Austria and we had hardly any PR duties
in lealy, except a few hours in a wonderful square in
Bolzano.

The welcome in Slovenia and Croatia was something
entirely different and the most emotional point of the
entire tour tor most of those who went. Borh regions have
relied on rourism as an important and mntegral point of
their economies for over 100 years, so when this dried up
overnight because =0 many foreigners had no idea these
regions had heen affected nor arall by the mroubles to their
south, their livelihoods were decimared. Here was a peo-
ple, cut off from democracy for over fifry years, who were

Riva del Giayda



O04AB (Bok May) dviving through Naga

ovetjoyed to see a bunch of adventurers brave enough to
bring their high-profile cars w a fascinaring country. They
turned our en masse to welcome us, to throw flowers over
us as we passed and even to waylay us with joyful road-
blocks to offer us a special traveller's drink so powerful we
could have doubled the horse-power of our cars had we
used it as fuel. Day 12 had seven hospitalivy stops and each
one scemed to get better and more intense. The final one
was o mere cight kilometres from the Loibl, our target over
the last rwo weeks:

This was Trzié, as picturesque a town
as you could hope ro see. Quite untouched by the modern
travel industry, the square was a solid wall of people, all
excited and cheering. No wonder politicians like their
trade - one had only ro wave in Slovenia and the specra-
tors clapped; lifting one's cap ro rtheir response hrought
forth cheers and 1f one stood up in the car in a square and
suluted the mass of people with hands clasped over one's
head in greeting, one gor a thunderous avation. We all
resolved to run for office when we gor home - we obvious
ly had the magic touch! There was hardly a dry eye or an
unchoked throat amongst us - what a people, what a wel-
come,

As if to ensure that all emotions were to be experienced,
John Kennedy broke his arm starting his car while in
Skofja Loka, He was rushed off to the hospital that Tito
had established in Ljubljana 1o look afrer his every medical
need. John therefore lacked nothing and was given the

29PD (Lynn Bosnton) drives through Torbole

ALPINE PASS LIST
Semmering 985m
Niederalpl 1220m
losefsberpsattel 1012m
Wastl am Wald 1110m
Luep 553m
Tauern 173%9m
Katschherg 1641m
Brenner 1374m
Reschen 1504m
Stelvio 2758m
Brocon 1616m
Gohbera 988m
Rolle 1984m
Pordoi 2239m
Falzarego 2117m
Ampezzo 1518m
Gailbergsartel 981m
Wurzen 1073m
Predil [156m
Monte Maggiore 993m
Loibl [370m
Radl 679%m
Stubalpe 1551m
The above list also includesa
number of the minor passes,

best treatment available anywhere in the world. Although
the severity of the break was such that the preliminary
news was thar he would be our of action for many days, he
made a fictingly dramatic entrance, unannounced, Radley
black hat and all, to be with us at the final banquer, hav-
ing driven up from Ljubljana that afternoon.

The Loibl was the pass that had commanded the most
respect during the 1913 event. Charles Freeston, that pro-
lific and periparetic writer of driving the mountains ol
Edwardian Europe, wrate in 1913 "As a driving fear, how-

ever, the Loibl s supreme..... the last kilometre is wuly

22FW (Frank Allocea) descends the Brocon

affrighting for the driver who is not sure of his car” Tougher
and more demanding than the Katschberg, it had not been
used for some thirty years. Indeed, when the planning (or
Alpine 93 began, it was a derelict ruin, closed w wraffic and
thought 1o be impossible to include. Then the Communist
Empire imploded and there was a chance. Along came the
disintegration of Yugoslavia, civil war and more concerns.
However, patient actention to the main objective and
some political breaks gave us a window of opportunity - the
Slovenian Government also saw the chance of useful pub-
licity. So they declared the pass to be an historical monu-
ment and restored it. We were the first group to ascend ir.
Sent off in a blast of patriotic fervour, tlags flying and TV
cameras whirring, we set off to climb one of the most excit-
ing passes in the world. With the pre-climb discussion hav-
ing scared most of the navigators half ro dearh, there was
palpable aura of anticipation at the instruction minutes
before rake-off. Colin Crahbe was disguised as James
Radley, hlack hat and black coat, and he set off first with
Frank Allocca as chase car. We then all wenr up in groups

da

2154 (Tim Forvest) dscending the Wiazen Pass

of three every five minutes or so. What a pass! With
onlookers urging us on over every foot of the way, we tack-
led the dirt surface of up to 29% gradient in first gear,
sometimes (especially if rear shocks were not setas hard as
possible) fish-tailing our way round some pretty tight hair-
pins. In no time at all, it was over. Such was the way the
tour had emortionally crescendoed with the ascent of chis
last magnificent pass, that at least one navigator burst into
tears with the sheer exhilaration of it all. The descent was
satisfactorily tough, since it had 30 of the feared can-
niveaux that so bedevilled the 1913 event. How those men
ol steel had ever driven at speed over them was beyond us.

A tour of this nature develops a cohesion and a life of its
own as the various dramas play out. Alarums and excur-
sions off are a part of the fascination of touring: these are
rthe advenrures that are retold each evening. Often these
start with the manner in which the group relares to the
tour instructions. Wirhin a day, organisers know who is
going to havé trouble and who is not - this can be height-
enied by communication difficulties in a strange land if one

has not put in some
time with languape
tapes. Our instruc-
tions, however,
were superb and it
was not easy Lo get
lost: As o the
adventures, here
are a few that kept
the underground
communication
process active:

Keith  Wherry
deserved a prize for
tenacity.  After a
monumental
restoration over
many vears, his
engine dropped a
sleeve as he was dri-
ving to the dock- [II'C’UHG (Keith Wilson) near Ronco on the Brocon
ass

side  for the last
container ship to ger to Europe in time. Undererred by this
blow, he rallied to have the engine rebuilt and then air
freighted the car to England. He was a worthy winner of
the Best Ghost at Althorp but needed major repairs in
Vienna. Robert MeDermou did a splendid job of taking
the clurch out, re-riveting the lining and putting iv all back
in a single day, virtually unaided. Always the laid-back
Aussies, Keith and Kerry had a whale of a time, while his
learning curve for a brand-new car lessened the further he
drove.

Terry Spilsbury exchanged his car for a drive over one of

the steeper passes. When the temperature gauge lost its

ether on the way up, the driver reasoned the car was run-
ning cool so closed the shutters. Although Terry filled the
radiator with two gallons of warer the next day, an unde-
tected leak caused by the initial over-heating later meant
that the engine got so hot that the solder was melted out
of many of the water and oil lines - the water jacket covers
even had their gaskers burnt out. He was fortunate to fin-
ish the tour.

Olcdeimer train near Most na Sal



Richard  Hensby
found his radiaror
was leaking serious-
Iy at the end of Day
1. In a very short
rime at the begin-
ning of Day 2, a rest
day, he had it our
and rthe ever-effi-
cient  OAMTC
whisked it off to a
shop that soldered
it up inno rime. He
put it back in by
noon, making sure
that this time it was

able to move and so
g not wrack iself to
pieces agam.

S v ’ Your scribe collect=

BOAE (Stephen Southall) climbing the Laihl Peass ed his car in

London and was
trundling down the M25 an hour later when a car trans-
porter dropped a ramp right in front of him. It tlipped up
to collect the rransmission brake drum with such force that
the gearbox output shafr was bent, the drum flange was otit
of true and the alummivm cover plare broken. I tried ro
bend it all back with baulks of fimber and the car's 2 1/2
ton jack bur it would not budge. Graham Ashley-Carter
did a marvellous job of taking out the back axle, the sphere
and half the gearbox. He then got everything back straight
and together and we were on our way 2 mere 11 hours later,
Only in England!

So many people had tyre trouble; and so many did nor,
that there is now a proven theory, the Alpine Hypothesis,
that says that any beaded edge car that weighs over 5000
Ihs. all up will blow out tyres if it is run fast and hot.
Pressure seems to make no difference and neither does the
batch or make of the tyre. Many of us gor pretty good at
changing tyres - the record seemed to be 3 mins 30 secs. for
fitting a Dunlop to John Kennedy's car - but we soon ran
out of spares and a batch had to be air-freighred from
London.

As to other troubles, there were no more than the nor-
mal ones. Several magnetos were replaced; the odd brack-
et had to be welded; the odd exhaust system had to be
repaired. There were, unusually, two fires - John Milverton
had one in his switch box and Don Meyer had a Fourth of
July conflagration when the exhaust swan neck actacked
the floorboards. Neither was serious and both were quick-
ly fixed. 48 cars started and none withdrew for mechanical
reasons - a 100% record thar was noteworthy given the
severity of the course. (Henry Petronis |, afrer having hand-
pumped himself across Europe because of a broken air pipe,
had ro rush home ar the end of the first day because of the
death of his wife. We missed him.) The BBC crew, experi-

enced in following rallies of all kinds, were particularly
impressed, saying rhat in their view no other cars, modern
or old, would have gar through with a clean slate. Several
of the newer owners of Ghosrs were similarly impressed. Ed
Rowan and Tom Heckman have had much experience of
Brass & Gas touring - usually large American cars up ro
1915~ and eould not think of a car other than a Ghost that
would have stoad up to the pace with so little fuss and such
comfort of steering and suspension. And not all of them
were that well maintained during the event, eirher. We
came acrass one owrter around Day 12 who had not lubri-
cated the king pins, sphere or engine coupling.
Comparing this Alpine with the one of twenty years ago
is instructive, There is no doubt that the hobby has devel-
oped and advanced. There is now a greater body of owners
who are prepared o use their cars over sipnificant distances
and rescing courses, in all kinds of weather. Given that val-

ues have increased dramatically over this periad, this can

37UB (Gieorge Milligen) heads a trio of Sthver Ghosts to the summit of the

Loibl Pess

do nothing but good, since the alternative often pracrised
is to leave them in museums to pratect their concours fin-
ishes, The interest in our cars will eventually wither if
there are not significant events such as this ro encourage
people to enjoy doing what the cars were desiened to do -
taking passengers to reach exotic and interesting places in
ways that other transportation cannot. If at the same time
we are having fun meeting new people, visiting wonderful

‘iat'\ LT

TBNA (Ed Rowan) vounds the final hairpin on the Loibl Pass
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places and overcoming challenges, our hobby will contin-
ue to improve. We should continue to rake the cars our on
challenging tours and not listen to rthose who suggest, for
whatever reasons, thar this should not be done. The cur-
rent hoo-ha abour leaded fuel is an example. Older readers
will remember we had similar dust-ups when detergent oils
were first introduced and that thirty years ago there were
many who sought out Amoco fuel so that they would not
have leaded fuels ruining rheir engines! In passing, the real
reason why unleaded fuel in the UK is not as good as that
in the US, which never gives any trouble, is that the for-
mulation of the UK product, with all its alcohol and such,
makes starting and idling when hot a bit difficult.

What a day - mountain afrer mountain, view after view,
If [ could put today in a bottle and take it out every three
months [ could live forever. (Day 9 - Rolle Pass to
Toblach)

On occasion during the latter stages of Alpine 93, ralk
would turn to the wonderful time we were having and how
difficult it would be to explain to the folks back home just
how much fun we were having, wheeling our great cars
through this wonderful part of the World, meeting all
those meredible people. Many travellers suffer from an
inability ro convey the essence of their experiences, so we

who were there can collectively do no more than say to
those who were not -"If there is ever even a hinr of a re-
run in the next ten or twenty years, do everyrhing - sell the
family silver, change jobs to get the time, horrow or steal a
Ghost, do anything - Just Do Lt! It will all be worth it and
more."

Devek du Toit, NJ

Others had this to-say:-

'The greatest tour.

Silver Ghosts will in future
be judged on basis of whether

they did or die not go an the Alpme.’ Alan Clark

L}‘TH] BU:VTI tom

Tom Heckman

'"The wltimate human motoring expertence.’

“The opportunity of a liferime.”

'Let us pledge to wear our Croatian ties or scarves
for ome night on any future event we attend to
commemorate the finest rally ever held.” A roast at the final banguet

Photographs © Alpine 93 Collection
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ALFINE 93 - LIST OF ENTRANTS LIUBLJIANA. SOBOTA, 3, JULA 1993 « LETO XXXV + §T. 151 » GLAVNI IN ODGOVORNI UREDNIK TIT DOBERSEK + 3.30 DEM, 23 ATS. 280 CHF, 2500 ITL. 20000 HRD. 55 TOLARJEY
(In Rally Number Order) Alpine’ 93 - parada rolls royceov skozi du_e]u, kjer se $e znajo smejati z ocmi
Number Entrant name Residency Type  Year  Chassis  Registration Coachwork Renata Pice] T e i
3 T = - nily mex worsk lana med leti 1911 in B
1 Keith & Kerry Wherry Australia SG 1911 1606 RR1911 Tourer Ty, Karssje nckol popular:  Najanim Tied gl )8 Deiela, kier se liudie se
2 Manfred Dolleschel & Klaus Robfeldr Germany SG 1911 1850E OT-K]14 Thrupp & Maberly Limousine :(rfg.\{:!:’u&:ﬁfgglr‘ kjatib;etljjvn:rﬁl?o\.m;ajﬁ 5:?::0;’ majo r-mimehru!ti ;agmi
3 Mark Qx Susir.: Tidy LK SG 1912 1861 XH-739¢ Barker Cabriclet itih usesih takratne mi lepotei zagrizi v strmi kla- Prvega jullia je parada oldth
4 John & Rae Kennedy UK SG 1913 1260E R-827 Radley-Morison Toure ke UL Tee v tebe dgent ooy merjev Ze drugi¢ zavozila v Slo
5 Richard Henshy & David Crace UK i S ¥ > posameznikov, prehiod na 1366 m: i
tchard Hensby & David Grace SG 1912 1 838 12S-84986 Roi-de-Belges lo pa je nekakino asvojil ¢ilj Angle kemaj dutaml
é Peter & Rosemary Phillips UK SG 1912 1979 BM-8794 TRier aviomsobilsk ko, na Poleg sapotice s p."m.re},; :
e et ke : S £ at al fiie je tomobilu, ki g
7:' BFU &. f\!.'\r_*; Handeock Uk, g 1912 :G%h R-1462 “Loiisvgs J Heri :ﬁtx?cf;m‘mﬁmmc dije _|| v av mm bilu, ki je :;::.';,!‘L:"j:” dila po dolini Sode
8 Tim & Susie Forrest UK 912 2154 R-1487 Barker Tourer nohilske industrije, se pret osemdesel je bil kel naraden za
9 Finn & Biree Maoller LISA 1913 2380 191 3HX Fouzer i ponavilo ;ucmlldi :[-deu tudi Duéal.l Koren. Njemu in v. Natancno po
10 Derek & Helen du Touw LISsA 1913 2577 R-1931 Toiian pod imenom Alpine' 93. pofrtvevalnim clanam Avto-moto vamem rc:lu so [EWTE e
11 Ed& Mary Rowan USA 1913 IENA 131 Tourer ;
12 Stuart Evison & Tom Leake Lk 1914 11AB R-Z114 Muilliner Tourer 1 i
14 Bob May & John Payne UK 1914 o4Al EL-1208 Tourer %ﬁ:gﬂﬁﬁgﬁtgﬁ:}g‘r
15 Henry Petronis USA 1914 17RB LR-4546 Porcholme Tourer
16  Tom & Maryjo Heckm: IS ! i 25 urer
6 1;..\111 Gl .Lll\‘jl.'\ Heckman U E-.»;\ 1914 'ﬂ\[:P 1956 Tourer dvignjena zpomico i
17 Don & Liz Meyer USA 1914 41YB 646 Marston Tourer Kimanjem, moréia -mﬁrlnm i pa u‘\F 2ol
18 George Milligen UK 1914 3TUR L2220 Cabrivket Pat je vodila skos
19 John & Liz Milverron Australia 1914 &TR }\}\ [u] | Turer 1“‘"-0 Knezak, Piy
20 Nigel & Jane Price New Zealand 1914 Co4 Rouadster
21 Brian & Ruth Moore UK 1915 19ED R-2357 Tourer ot ”"J'f Y
: i 3 35 #d 10 gre gospo
2z Lynn & J.-IL’([_IIIL‘ Boynton 1915 29PD H 66 RG Barker Tourer direktorjic hot,
23 Graham & Gill Adams 1919 STW AC-4444 Flewitt Tourer "udovscfne ‘:"O‘
9 ~ iy, ripeljala v Vi
24 Alan & Jane Clark 1919 09T S.1914 st Rige " i;.d;wm w
5 Peter & Ann Channing =06 1919 150 W 1918 Barker Tourer el M A —
26 Colin Crabbe & lan Fraser SG 1919 XE-7925 B. T
e &g i b : XE-792¢ arker Tourer
27 o s e - ~ . N Joe Torjak, organizator re:
:4‘ F_!‘.mk k\._l-lnlf Allocca I IHA SG 1920 X(-5895 Baitler Tourer lijey po Slovenij
28 Gerard & Bech du Tou LSA SG 1920 T8FW CA-4044 Tourer 93] Erée)unu\.]\ n -
2 Stephe P 5 & S 3 & : 1 o . letja. Zal sen
:‘) b;tLPI“‘n ‘:3 Ph]]’ll‘l-“l Southall U}‘t »\_‘(' 1920 BUAE R-4871 Flewirt Tourer minil 8¢ | i '(::l L;‘;n‘nn(‘f.m-.mu.
3l Perer & Polly Vacher LK SG TG XN-5107 Barker Cabriolet &
;i Run! ll.‘nn..li & J("hll Fy-;l.s UI\, Hl -lfl’rlt_‘l TS- 3 14 Barker Tourer stonj, =z - e 3 z-;jslgaimocglgjpa‘é;:%; o
Anc rew & Marilyn Wood UK SG 42YG R-1922 HJ Mulliner Tourer ¥ plimen : voljen sem. Ljudie, ki sosade
34 John & Angela Harris USA SG 682G T5-391) Tourer ey u > vty priptavalls o
s - - . 4 S = vedini odlicno adres P
35 Keith & Jucquie Wilson New Zealund S0 100HG H( if-h\j Hooper Taurer 3 L‘é;‘;‘n‘i‘:l'_f;:] dregall. Pu
i6 Jan & Johanna Srefels Netherlands S35 10EM FS5-36-15 Pinine Farina Limousine ﬁg :
7 Terence & Beryl Stone UK g 401HH 2 Brewster Roadster £ i
38 Jeremy & Breda Greene Australia SG 41EM 319 ‘.} Windavers Tourer Bliac preteklih (in sedanjih dni...) imeli mednirodnega v
39 Marrin & Julia Dawson LK S0 85TM | %=1 Haoper Toure Prid hosk s roviea je drudtvaiz Tricavre - o ura n 7 L/ oy Bceioa dovolien]a. Zame [
- S " A S 3, L2 aoper lourer I'rvi paskus rolls roycea Histva e S g onn (7 rto vpra trud papladan. Ne samo
40 Perer Collinson & Laurie Qgle LK SG 135AL YL-8383 Barker Tourer il polom 3t b de ﬂmﬂlﬂ Sh emspek: | jersobiliudelezenc zad |
41 Harry & Patricia Watson LIK SG JIIEL KL-4869 Hooper Tourer Stalm se a:ljr‘;]uza 3 li?uw:;ilf\.i:g E",V?fl som, ke
5 i o e | ) et i = i G = ng ven- se Slovenci resniéno 5e zna
42 ,F::hn t\-t. t\l\bl\.ﬂ_lLL\cn Z:m!*l.wlhm. SG 62EU HNX 749 T Tourer a voznikov | Zarelisemse oc’Jo&ﬂ |zk1,|ud 0 ov.Zeres. | io nasmehnit in razveselit.
43 Brian & Jo Wootton Uk 104EU ES-53540 Tonter no zaradi odnosa do rolls | danav procesyiene L ———————
44 Frank & Kathirine Miller LISA S168MK 9134 Brewster Roadster EWEE&,EEAE-J&UWEEQEEO}&
5 S N : o ey p 2 Fos ulim se dolinega, da se
45 R\‘i‘t.‘ll. & Nancie Thompson Canada SI7TIMK HVM-832 Ruoadster poklonim spominu na-reli iz
46 Terry & Maureen Spilshury USA S= S207ML S7L1-584 Tourer leta 1813. Vso pot iz Anglije
47 John & Kay Marsh UK Pl 55CL UL-5136 Tourer g;?ﬁmcﬁm fr:;ﬁ
48 Guenther Holnsteiner Austria I’ 1931 4718 W 269000 Thrupp & Maberly Cabricler ce roycesSlovenija jo neve-
49 David & Brenda Bellis UK Pl 1932 54MS KJ-9122 DHC rietaain presenelljiva. Velika
50 James & Elaine Socts U i = 2 2 i . . e v gl | | vedina udeleZencey ni imela
James & Elaine Soens JK 1l 1933 MW VV-2142 A Mulliner Saloon e % Rolls Royee: nobene predstave ¢.njej. 3
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ALPINE 93

THE FERSONAL EXPERIENCES OF JO WOOTTON

Ollemer rendevas ar Mose ne Soti

Well, what else can one say thar is not going to be said
many times over about this marvellous evenr. This must
surely go down in history as the Rally of all Rallies, and
Brian and myself feel both honoured and privileged to
have been able to participate in such o wonderful re-enact-
ment.

Although there seemed so much time to prepare for
Alpine 93, we did, in fact, cut things rather {ine in getring
ready our 1925 Silver Ghost, (104EU,) long wheel base,
front wheel brakes, 14 x 52 rear axle ratic, and fitred with

ISEW (Gievard du Toir) drives thicugh the merker ac Wirska Bistrice, fol-
lowed by 7LHCW (Colin Crabbe) .

a 1950s Schaphandrier stvle dual cowl mahogany tourer
body. By the end of 1992 we had srill not reassembled the
engine, after having it re-sleeved back to standard, firting
new pistons, small ends; valves ere. We therefore had com-
pleted only some 1200 miles of running in before the seart
of the rally. Other specialised work carried our was carbu-
rettor fine tuning, replacement of clutch release bearing
and carden shaft blocks ind pins. For safery we also fitred
tlashing indicators and a warning light.

The car ran abselutely superbly, covering 7132 km (4456
miles) ar over 13 mpg and using only 18.5 litres of oil (con-

siderably better than the hand-book whicl suggeses 1 pint
per hundred miles). We suffered some small water loss from
a dripping water pump gland, bur no overheating on the
long mounrain passes, where it was usually very hot in the

eys and quire cold ar the top, especially the Stelvio. We

1606 (Keith Wher) leads 2018 (Bill Handenock) o Vipava)

had made a radiator filler extension tube ro the same spec-
ification as the original used by James Radley on the 1913
trials; this, we think, was a contriburing factor, for we did
not boil on any of the numerous passes. We also had no
tyre trouble at all, the wear being 1.5 mm on a new set of
Michelin 700 x 21 tyres, purchased especially for the
event.

To pick out a few highlights of the tour is difficult as
there were so many, but for us one of them must be Day 5,
the ascent of the Srelvio Pass, the summit of which is
2758m, the second highest matorable pass in Europe, with
its 48 right hairpin bends, being a marvel of road engi-
neering and the ultimate driving experience with magnifi-

1913 Silver Ghostand 1914 Praga swap Alpine stories at Warmbad-Villach

cent scenery. As there had heen some doubr as to whether
the long-wheel base cars with (ront-wheel brakes, and bal-
loon tyres would be able to negotiate the vight hairpins
without reversing, we were very pleased to complete the
ascent whilst having o reverse on only two of the bends,
The sight of these wonderful cars in the distance as they
tackled trouble-free this King of mountain passes was cer-
tainly a sight 1o behold, and an experience o remember.
The other great pass not to be forgotten was, of course,
the Loibl Pass (1370m), the final section of which is rough
gravel road and was especially opened for us by the
Slovenians, through John Kennedy's efforts. We took the
opportunity to negotiate this pass three times, twice
Slovenia-Austria and once Austria-Slovenia, so felt we
had come to know it quite well. Today, the tratfic uses the
Loibl Tunnel, partly built by prisoners of war between

S5TG (Peter Vacher) reaches the wpof the Loibl Pass

1943-45. Unfortunately, after descending the Loibl Pass for
the third exuberant time a back wing stay broke upon hit-
oo hard.

ting one of the 30 canniveaux (drainage gulle
This. we repaired temporarily with a wire coar hanger
which held until we arrived home.

Another highlight for us both was the wonderful views
as we passed through the majestic and specracular
Dolomires, scenery which surely would be hard o beat
anywhere in the world.

We will also remember for a long time the warmth and
generous hospitality shown by the people of the towns and
villages through which we passed, and in particular that of
the Slovenians and Croatians, a people who were particu-
larly welcoming and enthusiastic. Apart from a tleet of Red
Cross coaches and a United Nations van, this was the anly
evidence we saw whilst rravelling through these countries
of the war in nearby Bosnia. The roral sum of money raised
for the children's haspiral in Osijek; Croaria, was around
one million Austrian Schillings, much of which was col-
lected during our travels throughout Italy, Ausrria,
Slovenia and Croatia. At one town in Slovenia we were
joined by vintape and classic cars from the Bistra Technical
Museum; a 1953 Rolls-Royee Silver Wraith (LBLW37)
[rom this collection previously belonged 1o President Tito.

Upon our return to Vienna, we found ourselves in a con-
voy of about twenty Silver Ghosts, with Derek du Toit
leading us to the finishing line, locking as if he had the
weight of the world on his shoulders as both he and Helen
cleverly performed the mammoth rask of negotiating the
relenitless traffic of Vienna to the celebrations at the fin-
ishing line at the Schonbrunn Palace, from where this
areat rally had begun. Ar this point our non Rolls-Royee
battery isolator switch decided to isolate whilst in motion,
and was deftly repaired by Brian whilst negotiating the
heavy traffic in Vienna.

Tribute must be paid to the organisers of this event, in
particular to Rae and John Kennedy for their continuous
kard work over the years and also for the faultless and
mericulous tour route instructions, together wirth Chris
Leefe, Eric Barrass and Fran and David Dudley for their
hard work also. A mention must he made too of the mar-
shals who did such a good job throughout the rally, alse to
Alan Glew for his mechanical support, and last but not
least to Bank Austria and Motorola for their very generous
sponsorship.

Alrogether an absolurely unforgerrable rally, the sense of
occasion retracing the original route of the 1913
Alpenfahrt, the superb scenery of the countries through
which we passed, the magnificent cars of which we are sure
no other assembly of almost 30 single make cars of the
same age could have rraversed the grear Alpine passes with
such consummate ease, and of course the wonderful com-
pany of people; driving the best car in the world - the
40/50 hp Rolls-Royee - The Silver Ghost.

Photugraphs © Alpine 93 Caollection



Traditional welcome at Podkeven, the firse village in Slovenia

PICTURE

2260F (John Kenmedy) ascending the Pordoi Pass, Ialy

8OAE (Stephen Southall) reaches the final haivpin at the summic of the newly vpened Leibl Pass,

Slvenia

Descending the hairpins on the Pordoi Pass

1O4EU (Brian Woarton) entering Vipava, Skvenia

2154 (Tim Forrest) descends on the old commiche yoad to Riva
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Cotswold Tour - June 1993

Cruising down the viver! Bob & Necie Thompsen from Canada discover a siveam hed also wsed as a voad bed at

[Duintishoume Abbiors s they tour in therr springfield Silver Ghost (817 1MEK). The Wherrss from Auseral

sailing m their wake

IF

The Cotswold rour was a rally organised primarily to
link with the overseas members who were visiting Britain

prior o taking part in Alpine 93. We
met up en route with our old friends
Nancie and Bob Thompson from
Toronto and Kerry and  Keith
Wherry from Sydney, together with
Breda and Jeremy Greene and Val
and Con Keogh from Perth, Western
Australia, complete with their beau-
tiful Silver Ghosts all prepared for
Alpine 93.

The route a 20-Ghost Club
favourite, took us through the lovely

country lanes and villages of the

Corswolds, some of the roads cross-
ing fords, some of the roads were
actually stream beds and others were
single track  roads  marked
'Unsuitable for Motors', but all were
public roads. During the morning we
paid a visit ro the delightful rown of
Northleach, Gloucestershire, where
we spent a fascinating hour at Keith
Harding's award winning World of
Mechanical Music, which is a muse-
um of antique clocks, musical boxes,

forel ar Duntishovne Leer while Bob Thompsan keeps a lookey

1Q

il R

A are seen

Joran

automata and mechanical musical
instruments, most of which were
demonstrated to us. This is a muse-
um which we would highly recom-
mend to anyone visiting the area.
We followed it up with a pub Lunch
at the picturesque village of Bibury
hetare continuing around the route.
Upon arrival back at base, the Grape
Vine Hotel ar Stow o the Wold, we
were joined by Stephanie and David
Martin and Rae and John Kennedy
and all enjoyed a canvivial evening
rogether.

The following moming found maost
busy washing and polishing their
cars, ¢ndeavouring to remove the
traces of the previous days ford eross-
ings on a route devised ro dirty rhe
cars before the concours ar Hanbury
Hall, a mere dozen miles from the
overnivht stopping place.

It was another thoroughly enjoyahle
weekend, made special with the
renewal ol old friendships and the
making of new.

Tir Wnttan

Summer Picnic & Concours - Hanbury Hall

The home of the
Vernon family for more
than  three  cemuries,
Hanbury Hall was com-
pletely re-modelled in the
William and Mary style by
Thomas

Chancery  barrister, who

Vernon, a

completed the rtask in
[701. This provided the
perfect  setting for the
Summer  Picnic  and
Concours d'Eratof the 20-
Ghost Club on Sunday 6
June 19493,

Early June had been
plagued by  very  wet
weather and, in fact, the
manager of Hanbury Hall
had just a few days earlier
heen expressing  severe Trophy winiers David Collier and Keith Wherry i f[ran of Hanbury Hall
doubts as w where he
could park the cars as the grounds were waterlogged.
Luckily, sunshine came to the rescue and the weekend
weather was perfect. The turnout of 28 members' cars was
one of the best ever, even surpassing the 26 cars which
paraded before The Queen Mother at Windsor Village in
1991,

[t was a pleasure o welcome Robert Thompson from
Canada and Keith Wherry and Jeremy Greene from
Australia with their wives and cars who were in the UK for

phy in 1992,

Phatogvaphs by Stephanie Marin

The cars ar Hanbury Hall

participation in the Alpine 93 event.

Tudging was by Peter Collinson, the 1992 winner of the
large horsepower trophy and Brian Wootton whe agreed ro
step inlor Peter Price, winner of the small horsepower tro-

Keith Wherry had flown his car - a Silver Ghost Torpedao
Phacton (1606) - over in the belly of a Bocing 747 and |
trust that Ke thoughr this worthwhile for he was the win-
ner of the Fred and Joan Watson Trophy for the best large

horsepower car as well as
the car vored favourite by
the ladies. David Collier's
immaculate 20/25 Hooper
Sedanca de Ville (GNC
70) won the small horse-
power  car  Messervy
Trophy.

The house with its magnit-
lcent staircase paintings by
Sir James Turnbull provid-
ed u pleasant diversion
before it was time to part
company.

Thanks must go to all Club
members who  supported
rhis event and proved that
the Club can hold success-
ful  and  well-atrended
events “North of Watford'.

David C. Martin
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IRISH GEORGIAN TOUR OF KENT

28-31 May 1993

Friday night found the majority of the party arriving at
the Master Spear Point Hotel, Ashford, looking forward to
another good weekend. Irish Georgians and 20-Ghost
Club Members were all in good humour. Michael and |
were welcomed with such comments as "Well, what a long
way you've had to come!" (All of 35 miles).

After settling into our cup-

was up early ready for the oft when we discovered the first
thing we had to cope with was the 1932 20 Sedanca de
Ville with two rear flar tyres. Having managed to deal with
that lictle trauma another one reared its head. David
Collier was good enough to inform Chris Wartts that his car
had a cracked head. For a split second | thought David
Collier might be acquiring one as well but being a doctor

board, sorry,.] mean room, we
went down to the bar and then
for a very nice meal and general-
ly socialised with old and new
friends. Then wishing everyone
voodnight, we climbed the lad-
der to our bed “I"l the artic -
heside the chimney). Another

enjoyable Irish Georgian week-
end had starred and as usual i
rurned out to be extremely well
organised, with information on
everything, inclading, houses,
maps, routes and mileage along
with “drivers instructions.  Qur
thanks must go o Tim &
Marylyn Bacon of the 1GS.

Cars allowed out for the week- |
end were 1929 20 Weymann

Saloon  owned by Norman

Gardner, 1929 Phantom 11 Dual
Cowl Tourer - Sue & John
O Dowd, 1932 Phantom I
Sports Saloon - Lynn & Midge Brua, 1932 20/25 Sedanca
de Ville - Digby & Margery Wills, 1932 20/25 Sports
Saleon - Chris & Liz Wartes, 1933 20/25 Limousine -
Michacl & Sandy Kenr, 1934 20/25 Sedanca de Ville -
David & Sue Collier, 1937 20/25 Sports Saloon - Hamish
Scott, 1939 Wraich Touring Limousine - Sue Taylor, 1954
Silver Dawn Countryman Saloon - Janer & Jimmy
Valentine.

Goaodnestone Park

Saturday dawned. bright, windy and sunny. Everyone

bial

he In:ln:lf_:\’:[ to |r;|m|||l||1:u the situation.

The first house visited was Sissinghurst Castle. A
National Trust properry since 1967. We were introduced to
Sissinghurst by Nigel Nicholson, son of Vita Sackville-
West, He gave usa very humaorous history of the estate and
a lirtle of his lite with his mother. Sissinghurst hegan as a
1 2th cenrury moated manor: A Tudor house was then built
by Sir John Baker (some of which survives) followed by an
Elizabethan courtyard house almost all of which was

demolished
leaving  only
rthe gate-tower.
The neglecred
estate wis
bought by Vita
Sackville-West
in 1930 and
with the help
of her husband
Harald
Nichalson who
planned every-
thing, she
planted  the
most magnifi-
cent gardens.
There are actu-
ally 10 eardens
all  linked -
including a
beautiful white Saltwood Castle

wisteria, a

white garden, dovecotes, walled garden, incredible square

hedges, foxgloves, peonies, roses, violas, iris, lilac, salvia,

anemones, lupins, verbena, clematis and many, many
more. They now employ 7 gardeners! In the gate-tower,
Vita Sackville -West had her sanctum or writing room
with panoramic views over the weald of Kent. It was sad to
hear her son say he had only ever visited her there three
times in the 32 years up to her death in 1962. The portrait
of her painted by Delazlo hanging in the library is of a very
beauriful woman.

After drinking a quick coffee and a look around the
National Trust Shop we made our way to Wilsley and a
lovely lady, Mrs. Alexander. She and her family obviously
love the house and were only too happy to fill us in with
any family details we wished to know. She told us that the
house was built around 1390/1400 by one of the Flemish
master weavers of Cranbrook and scales still hang from
hooks on the ceiling in the grear hall. It started as o Hall
House built of oak at a time when Cranbrook was one of
the main wool towns. The house has a strong Dutch influ-
ence including blue tiled fireplaces and painted panelling
in the family chapel. Also pretry blue spice bottles - which
[ am told, were also very useful if you were shipwrecked, to
put your SOS message in! Or whatever code was used
then. They were obviously a very travelled family because
the house is very cosmopolitan with grandmothers
Chinese shawl box and an ornately carved reak bed from
India with marching cupboard brought home after WWIL I
think [ am right in saying that one of the bedrooms is sup-
posedly haunted by children. Once again the colourful
gardens included rhododendrons and azaleas in all shades
of pink, red, white and yellow, mostly planned by Mrs.
Alexander’'s father, an artist.

Al

As you can

imagine hy
now, with all
this new

knowledge, we
were starving!
We arrived ar
the 18th centu-
ry  Willesley
Hotel and ate a
superb  lunch,
enjoyed  the
ambience  of
the place and
staggered off to
West Farleigh
Hall, with

everyone com-

plaining  that
all rthat thm_;
wanted to do
was sleep after
the wine! The
house is now owned by Mr. & Mrs. Norman and was
hought by the family in 1949 for £10,500, after the family
seat at Bromley Common had burnt down. The house has
a strange layout but the lovely staircase and gallery makes
up for this. Various things in the house, including the din-
ing room table;, had been saved from rhe fire and several
nice family portraits and paintings hang 'on the walls.
There is an interesting Portuguese map of the world and
several hooks by Darwin, who had been a family friend. Mr.
& Mis. Norman's little daughter, Florence, wanted a ride
in the “yellow car’ so we waited until last to give her a ride.
With everyone long gone, you can guess what happened
next. We mis-read the map! No we were not lost!

When we evenrually arrived at the Church of St
Lawrence, most of the group had assembled and were wait-
ing. Never mind. This is a most unusual looking church
with its Tuscan porrico on six columns and a spire which
was added much later. Unfortunarely trees have grown up
very close to the front of the church and hidden a lot of its
beauty. Inside is very pretty with four large stained glass
windows, a small chapel on one side and an oak staircase
and gallery. In the churchyard is the grave of Admiral
Lucas the first man to win the Victoria Cross.

Mr. Andrew Wells who introduced us to the history of
the church, then took us to his house for tea! Mere House,
built as a rectory in 1780, has a very rustic garden with a
view overlooking a lake. We had a most satistying tea
served, very bravely, on lovely china while watching John
Redmill molest one of the family pets (a cat) and make
rude remarks about Janer Valentine's chicken (tapestry
bag)! The Wells" enterprising sons had set up their own
museum in the basement - called the Guand House - with
relics and mementoes of WWI1I and were charging admis-



sion. Good luck to them - it
was very interesting.

By now the weather had
hecome a litcle chilly and
avereast so it was back to the |
Horel for a quick shower and
change ready for the evening
meal. The first day had been a
great success with everything
running to time. Another
good meal and we fell
exhausred into bed.

After a nighr of torrenrial
rain, Sunday found us up early
and ready for the day, even
though it was very windy. No
sunshine, but that was ro §
come later. Our first house of §
the day was Goodnestone
Park and we were greeted by
Lord and Lady Fitzwalter.
What a sweet welcoming cou-
ple they were, but first things
first, coftee and shorthread in
the old barn. It was very
warming after an hour's drive
on this chilly blustery day.
Now to the house and garden.
We were so impressed by all
the beauriful gardens. The
rackery and pool garden are
very sheltered as is che long
sectioned  walled  garden
which as we walked through ir and looked towards the
horizon, the backdrop was a pretry little Church. [r was so
peaceful. The house has had the entrance changed from
East to West which seems slightly odd when you enter but
opening from it is the oval room which is quite charming.
There is & most unusual collection of chiming clocks. A
grandfather clock on the highly polished staircase and a
beautiful Westminster, 8 bell chiming clock in the dining
room. There are portraits by Batoni and Mengs and sever-
al very nice picces of potrery fashioned by a son.
Unfortunately fire gutted the upper part of the house in the
19505 and although it has been restored the house is now
Grade 11 listed, not Grade 1. Again it felt a much loved
family home with Lord & Lady E deing an awful lot of the
hard work themselves.

Next stop was lunch at Godmersham Park - but wait!
Did I hear that the Colliers were missing, broken down? -
Never! Comeuppance, did someone say? No, Chris Warts
wouldn't be so cruel! He couldn't have a cracked head,
could he? Anyway, on to lunch. Over a little bridge and in
through lovely pates to a very well landscaped park. This
is an impressive looking Georgian house which was left to
Jane Austen's brother Edward in 1797, His son sold it in

BanEr

Saltwood Castle from the car park
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the second halt of the 19th
Century, since when it has
had several owners and is now
leased to a business and has
been refurbished to accommo-
date ir. Having said that, it
still has a very warm comfort-
able feeling abour ir. It v
purchased in 1935 by Mr. &
Mrs. Tritton who had a seyle

all of their own! The orangery
was decorated by Felix
Harbord  with srucco palms
and has to be seen o be
believed! On her death in
1983, Mrs. Tritton's furniture
fetched £6,000,000 ar auc-
tion! There are still many
interesting features including
a main entrance through a
large pedimented doorcase
with  artached  Tuscan
columns, into a most impres-
sive hall with a superb frieze
decoration. Again it has a
sheltered  walled  garden
accommodating its own rose
garden. After a most convivial
lunich here including straw-
berries & cream we made our
way to a gorgeous looking
house called Olantigh for a
photo-stop and then onto

Saltwood Castle.

The Rt. Hon. Alan Clark lives at Saltwood with his wife
Jane, a charming lady. Mr. Clark is probably as interesting
as his Castle at the moment, judging by all the publicity.
He also looks as craggy. In the nicest possible way, of
course. His cars were definitely as interesting as his home.
Two R-type Continentals, a Ghost, no Phantoms or Spirits
- [ am surprised! Well, once you've seen (or haunted) one
castle you've seen them all. One of the most famous things
allied ro Saltwood was the story thar the four knights who
murdered Thomas a'Becket in 1170 met there an the night
of the dirty deed. In 1382 Saltwoad became the chief resi-
dence of Archbishop Courtenay and the garehouse bears
his arms. At this time a lot of the castle was extended and
added ro. Lord Clark bought it in the 1930s and it has
many interesting things including a very romantic painting
by Sutherland called The Last Dance' and more recently a
piece of Elizabeth 11 Coronation dress given by Hartnell to
Mr. Clark's mother. In the Dining Room is the Kings Cup
1902 (Winner - Kariad). A full length portrait of Jane
Clark hangs on the stairway. The gardens are vast and most
people took the opportunity of walking around the outer
walls to admire the view. The Library where we had an

extremely filling tea felt the
most comfortable place in the
Castle and once again it was a
shame when our time rhere
came to an end - all too soon.

When we returned to the
hotel David Collier was there,
waiting to pounce on some
unsuspecting vicrim for a set of
points, which was obviously the
problem with 'Harriet'. Michael
"Clark! Kent to the rescue. Both
of them having satisfied their
desires to ger their hands dirty,
found just enough rime to show-
erand change ready for our out-
ing and dinner at Chilham
Castle.

The route was via Boughton
Court, a lovely house with a
roaring log lire where Mr, David

Galloway (a member of the Alan Clark's 1919 Silver Ghost (69TW) ac home at Saltwood Caste, The follineing month it ek part in Alpine 93

1G8) had invited us all for pre-

dinner drinks. By this time it was blowing a gale and a

think we were all loath to leave the cosy drawing room.
Once at Chilham we were eéntertained again by a very

assereene & Ferrard who came to

humorous Viscount M
the Castle after their family home, Antrim Castle, had
been ransacked and burnt in 1922, He had many funny lit-
tle anecdotes abour his family and pointed out a gun hang-
ing on the wall with an inscription “Lucky is he who
escapeth me!” Chilham is in a beautiful setting with mag-
nificent views over the valley. The gardens are picturesque

and very well maintained. It originated in the late 12th
Century, the present house heing built in the early 17th
Century. Not much remains of the Jacobean house but the
staircase is original and has three Jacobean fertility figures
carved at the top! We had a very nice meal in the Gothic
Hall. Somehow the plastic seats we sat on and the chrome
legged trestle rables did not really go with the carved pan-
elling, beams and stone mullioned windows!

We set off for the horel, our of the magnificent entrance
of Chilham and down the road to rurn right, but Lynn Brua
must have been thirsty because straight ahead was a Pub!
In Lynn went, car as well. He
didn't even bother to knock!
Sorry, slight exaggeration, but
only slightly.

Monday moming and although
the weather was still unsertled
and very windy everyone was

ready to go and we ser off on
time. By some quirk of fate we

arrived ar Godinton Park L‘.ariyf
It has a long drive down o the
house  which was originally
flanked by trees. Unfortunately
the estate lost a total of 300 trees
in the 1987 storm. Mr. Alan
Wyndham-Green was there is
meet us, a little flustered that we
were early, but ready to tell us
abour his incredible  house.
There was so much here to write
abour it is impossible. The house

At Chilham Castle
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has a great warmth and Mr. W.G.



told us rthat
only three fam-
ilies had lived
their in over
500 years. It
started  as A
Jacobean Hall
House with
beautiful 14ch
century carved
panels and tim-
bers. It has a
divided chapel
with a carved
confessional
box and carved
panelling
around the
room all with
ditferent illus-
trations. The

go walkabouts.
But, we found
them and our
way to [Pett
P].ICL‘, to bL‘
ereeted with a
delicious rea.

This again felr
a very homely
house with a
roaring log fire
in the hall. It
started as o Hall
House with
various  addi-
tions  through
the vears, the
latest being the
Victorian addi-
tion in 1850, It
is mostly red

upper part  of View from Godington House
the room has

18th & 19ch century silk pictures. Another room has an
oak frieze, catved in 1630 of the Kenrt artillery practising
arms  drill. There are William and Mary pieces,
Chippendale furniture, Rockingham china, o beautiful
Meissen travelling tea service, a marble fireplace carved
from one piece of marhle, stained glass windows through
the stairway, ceremonial Persian carpets, Sheraton furni-
ture, incredible blue Worcester china, an oriental room
with Chinese wall panels and Chinese lacquered furniture,
a white drawing room with mostly English furniture, porce-
lain and paintings, plus silver and ivory pieces and
Waterford glass. Mr. W.G. told us he did a lot of the domes-
tic work himself, but he would not ler us see the domestic
quarters because he said they were far too messy! Thie gar-
dens were also as pretty as a picture, again with a walled
garden and some very impressive topiary.

Relucrantly we moved on to Belmont Park where we
had a most delightful lunch in what muse have been a sta-
ble block at one time and overlooked the courtyard. Many
of us bought plants and Kent honey which were on sale
here! Belmont is set in vast park lands with a very shel-
tered walled garden. The house was built for the 1st Lord
Harris, victor of Seringaparam and conqueror of Tippoo
Sahib and quite rightly so, the house has many rhings to
reflect this including wonderful Indian woven carpers. On
the drawing room ceiling hung a Warterford crystal chan-
delier. The clock collection canght the most interest, espe-
cially for the men. It was vast. The last and 5th Lord
Harris died aged 95 and the house is now preserved and
maintained by the Harris Charicy who should be very
pleased with their work, Two cars, who shall remain name-
less martyrs, nearly missed their tea at Pett Place because
two 1GS members, who shall also be nameless, decided to
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brick and the

majority of gar-
den walls dure buck to Tudor rimes. There were some very
nice pieces of marquerry furniture and wall and rug tapes-
tries. The garden was extremely interesring and well cared
for with irs pretty gates, statues and pools and the ruins of
a small flint 13th century chapel.

Time was creepimng on and after we had raken tea and lis-
tened to the votes of thanks we made our way back to the
hotel for departure home. Another weekend had flown by
all too quickly. T wonder where we will be going in 19942

Sandra Kent

Photographs by Janet Valentine

RECORD TOKENS

Overseas Visitors
Remember, overseas visitors are welcome at events;
this invitation is now extended by the Australian chap-
ter ro UK and other members, in the same way that it
extends from the UK ro Australian and all other mem-
bers. Do bring cars if possible, for the longer tours, but
rides will usually be available if enough notice is given.

The Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs

The 20 Ghost Club continues its support of the
Federation, the main purpose of which is to ensure that
historic vehicles, such as ours, can still be used in pub-
lic roads throughout Europe without onerous restric-
tions, provided thae the vehicles are properly main-
tained. As vehicle numbers increase, the threat ro the

use of our cars remains as breal as C\'L‘I'!

BROOKLANDS

25 April 1993

Afrer the enormous success of the driving tests held ar
Brooklands in 1991, the decision to return there in 1993
was not a difficult one to make.

Brooklands was the site for many original tests on Rolls-
Rovee cars, including the speed tests on the London-
Edinburgh car. After its epic journey to Scotland and hack
locked in top gear, it was raced around Brooklands ar over
100mph to prove thar it did not have especially low gear-
ing. Driving on what remains of the banking rtoday, one
can also almost hear the roar and smell the exhaust of
blown Bentleys of yesteryear.

Waiting on the banking for the nexe driving test.

average speeds varied from 11.59mph to John Kennedy's
25.61lmph in the Radley Ghost. I though that wmy
20.28mph was respectable but Dighy Wills returned
19.21mph.

The Manoeuvring, This test involved blindfold
manoeuvring under instructions from the passenger. In
these circumstances all sense of the movement of the car is
last and great skill needs ro be exercised by both driver and
passenger. Clear and previously agreed instructions are
unportant. | failed to respond properly to “steady as she

woes’,

Filming with the BBC an the Brooklands banking. Photographs by Rae Kennedy

The Test Hill came first, a stop and re-start ane-third of
the way up (no rolling back or stalling) the deceprive slope
steepening sharply to a 25% gradient towards the top.
Various techniques were applied 1o this obstacle from
storming up in second gear with cut out fully open (the
cads - they should not be used in England!) to the more
cautious approach, even coming to a complere halr
towards the top. By fair means or foul all cars made the top.

The Speed Run. With anly a quarter of a mile of bank-
ing left I could envisage the issuing of parachures o assist
hraking. The test however involved a flying start to cover

a measured length of banking at an average speed of

19mph. Drivers perception of [9mph is interesting for

After the tests the company adjourned ro the art deco
setting of the Bluebird Restaurant for a splendid buffer
lunch. John and Rae Kennedy were detained by the BBC
for filming of the Radley Ghost on the Brooklands bank-
ing. This took a full hour and after several weeks, all of 12
seconds appeared on Top Gear!

19 cars ok part in the tests and the winner for the third
consecutive year was Digby Wills, Second place was
awarded to John Sturtard with Brian Woortton in third.

Thanks were given by the Chairman to Clive Carter and
the Charterhouse Motor Club for serring the tests and to
myself for organising the venue and the lunch.

David Martin




[sle of Wight Rally

24-26 September 1993

Although we have been members of the 20-Ghost Club
for many years, we seem to have been o very few events,
mainly due to location and timing, so we were looking for-
ward ta the proposed rally in the lsle of Wight. We were
not disappointed.

We rravelled to the Partsmouth in the company of Jo &
Brian Wootron and Barbara & David Morgan and there we
met the orher cars ar the ferry terminal and all arrived in
Fishbourne ro be welcomed by David & Stephanie Martin.

They led us to a local hastelry which served excellent

We were staying at Peacock Vane, an interesting hotel
recently fearured in the TV series Lady Charrerley's Lover.
It is heavily Vicrorian, quite luxurious yet unusual and
hoasts of having three resident ghosts (small 'g'). The room
we were given was one of the repuredly haunted ones, but
I felt thar our incumbent was reasonably disposed and
allowed us a peacetul sleep. Half of our party were accom-
modared in the Winterbourne Hotel but the full compli-
ment dined rogerher afrer a champagne receprion. While
the ghosts inside were of interest and speculation for the

Carisbrooke Castle

lunches of gargantuan portions. However the best was yer
o come. After lunch we were invited for further refresh-
ment at the Martin household and were introduced to
Roger & Daisy; a more delightful pair of lop cared rabhits 1
have yet to see, far better thun the ordinary creatures in
Watership Down. The whole party basked in balmy suni-
shine watched over by the resident mogey.

i I

Photograph by Ken Ducommim

ladies, the Ghosts (Silver) outside were a delightfully rep-
resentative collection and totally enthralled the men.
After an relatively early start, all the cars travelled in
their own time next morning ro Carishrooke and were by
special arrangement allowed into the castle grounds.
Gathered rogether | they looked splendid ranged round the
castle walls, 7 Silver Ghosts, 2 Phantom ls, 3 Phantom s,

At Novthwoid Howse

I Phaitom 111, 2 20/25s and a Silver Dawn. As all the
amenities of Carisbrooke Castle were open to the mem-
bers, we spent an extremely interesting time looking round
at the Museum, the Donkey Wheel and walking rhe walls.

The early promise of the weekend weather had not
materialised, but in no way detracted from the pleasures of
enjoying rthe quiet rural motoring.

By special invitation we visited Morton Manor, a splen-
did Elizabethan house painstakingly maintained in excel-
lent condition by a WWII Polish Air Officer and his fam-
ily. The gardens were a delight, containing some beautiful
and unusual plants and shrubs. Even in late Seprember
there was an abundance of colour. The other interesting
feature was the vineyard; we were given a glass of wine
from it to taste simd the vintage would stand very well with
many better known wines, We boughr some as well; 1 shall
drink ours, chilled, on Boxing Day lunch time.

Our first afternoon visit was to the Maritime Museum at
Bembridge. Whar interesting objects have been found in
those rather treacherous waters round the island and what

other secrets do they hold?

After the museum, yet another manor house to visir,
Haseley, very old, gloomy and rather eerie. Not a place
where [ would have liked to spend the night!

Sunday saw a more relaxed start and 4 journey in the

o

Photograph by Timmy Valentine
opposite direction ta the previous day. Those who trav-
elled via Venrnor promenade were rewarded with a steep
climb on the western exit road whose gradient and hair-
pins were equal to anything on the Alpine Rally.

QOur route led to the Isle of Wight glass works at St
Lawrence where most people got bugs (in glass!). We all
enjoved a spectacular run along rthe south coast to Alum
Bay and the Needles , where hot drinks helped ward off the
chill breezes before setring off to visit the elegant, stately,
vet homely Northwood House where we enjoyed a privare
visit. This i¢ a much loved, well lived-in family home: A
walk through the extensive gardens led o another local
hostelry very popular with the locals. The sun now shone
again and it was pleasant just to sit and relax outside.

The weekend culminared with a visit to Oshorne House,
much loved by Queen Victoria and detested by Edward
VII. Luckily he did not dispose of the interesting memora-
bilia of Queen Victoria and her consort which abound
throughout the house. I found ir all very fascinating.

We would like to thank David and Stephanie for mak-
ing the event so varied and enjoyable; neither the Ghosts
nor the ghosts intruded upon it one little bir.

Patricia Watson



Asa prelude o Alpine 93 and a deadline to get cars ready for shipmenr to Eurape the  Australian Alpine tour was i useful rest as well as a great weeks motor-
ing, even for these who would nor be coming ro Austria, Kerry hielped oreanise the tour and wrore this report

- THE AUSTRALIAN ALPINE RALLY

jolly affair.

We were joined on Friday evening, in the
lovely village of Adaminaby in the Snowy
Mountains, by Neil Collins and Peter Lumb in
the newly restored Phantom [, 9YC. After
some wonderful Snowy River trout and a wine
or two, we rerired fairly early, ready 1o rackle
the long mounrain drive next morning.

Saturday was a beauriful day, travelling the
New South Alps, abundant with sunshine and
carpeted with wildflowers. The cars performed
{very well indeed. Inro Victoria and a great
lunch at the Corryong Country Inn and then

on to Beechworth wvia Tallangatra and
Yackendandalh. Ar Beechworth we booked
into the Carriage Moror Inn and met with

Same of the participants at the Ausmralian Alpine - 1910E (in
front), 6TB, 22NK, 103EM {all Silver Ghosts), 9YC (P1).,

The rally started for some of us on
Thursday 4 February 1993 with the first meet-
ing point scheduled ar the historic George [V
Inn ar Picton, in the Southern Highlands of
New South Wales. With the remperatures
soaring, the home brew was wonderful!

Thursday night was spent at the quaint, old
fashioned  Bundanoon Hotel, with the
Donnelleys, Laurie Ogle, Malcolm Johns,
Margarer Ogle, John WVawser and the
se, myself.

Friday saw the highlands shrouded in mag-
ical mists, Silver Ghosts and a Phantom I We |
stopped for lunch at the lovely Carrington in |

Milvertons - and of cou

Bungendore, neiar Canberra. A splendid and
Did Lawrie Ogle provide the mspivatem for 6TB's re

design?

rerd

some grear Victorians, who also happened to
be there.

Dinner on Saturday night was a casual affair at
Beechworth's hisroric Hotel Nicholas, where
our Chairman, Malcolm Johns, said a few
4 words of welcome to those assembled. There
was a wonderful atmosphere of camaraderne
and jollity, with old friends and new entering
inta the spirit of the rally.

Early next morning saw several cars leave for
the climb to Mounit Buller, whilst mast of us
took a leisurely drive to the historic Delatice
station, where we were treated to a lovely al

fresco lunch in the shade of the grand old

I - " trees. We also sampled some of the locs
Ready vo go. 2INK and 6TB waiting for the stav 30 g led some of the local

Delatite wines. Some of us also made a post-
lunch tour to Airworld at South Wangarrarta.
Dinner on Saturday nighrt was enjoyed at the
historic  Hibernian  Hotel  bistro in
Beechworth.

Monday we planned a more leisurely day; a
visit to the very well preserved historie town
of Chilrern, followed by lunch at the Kitchen
in the Cellars restaurant in Rutherglen,
another famons wine producing district. In
the evening we enjoyed visiting a former bank
in Beechworth, now serving a more enjoyable
role as the Bank Restaurant.

1 On Tuesday morning the convoy headed for
Mount Buffalo, through the beautiful hop-
erowing area of Myrtleford, Morning rea was
taken at the lofry Mount Buffalo Chalet - we
even had some lovely alpine tog! After lunch

Liz Milserton refuels 6TB on the Australian Alpine.

Chassis Model Year Name

1910E SG 1912 David & Diana Jones
6TB SG 1914 John & Liz Milverton
2INK 1923 Malcolm & Debbie Johns
103EM SG 1924 Byron & Audrey Dobson
1028C Pl 1926 Laurie Ogle

p o FI 1926 Neil & Linda Collins
105MW PIL 1933 Doug & Davina Bristow
GOK74 20 1926 George Forbes

GYK47 20 1926 Terry Bruce

Gujez 20 1927 George Forbes

Mure than 40 people wok part altogether. The 10 ¢lub cars inyolved were as
shown here Two lovely Vietoriams, Alisan McDermont (1) and Davina Bristow (nor really
Mugr of the Week!)

at Bright, there were more mountains to
climb. The scenic Mounr Beaury, into the val-
lev below, back across the mounrains inta
Ovens Valley and home to Beechworth for
our final nighr together, a balmy evening with

a wonderful spit roast in a courtyard.

Somie of the New South Welshmen, warmed
to the challenges, took the long road home via
Lakes Enrrance, Bermagui and Berry. A won-
derful finale to a great week.

Kevry Wherry

Victarigms George Forbes (1) and Lachlan Ely enjoy tunch at Mt Prior vineyard.



KANGAROO VALLEY EVENT

3-5 September 1993

The Berry-Kangaroo Evenr proved an enormous success and thanks are due ro all involved in the organisarion, particular-
ly Laurie Ogle at whose property the rally concluded and wirh a fine luncheon organised by the ladies. The event was based
at the Berry Restaurant on the Friday and Saturday evenings and on Sunday Laurie also provided one of the highlights of the
weekend - a flight in his own aeroplane, a 1937 Lockheed Electra 10-A, which landed for 20-Ghosters at HMS Albatross, the
Nowra Naval Aerodrome.

Owerseas readers may be interested to know rhat Kangaroo Valley must be one of the most beautiful, virtually untouched
tracts of land anywhere. Although only twenty or thirty miles from the cast coast of Australia, it is very remorte. Not like the
'back of Bourke', mind you, but remote. Laurie even has his own cemetery on the property!

Appropriate sign at the Bevry Restaurant.

{ Barrie Gillings at work - changing the frictional properties of

22

V o ‘ + Mualcolm Johns' carburetter from 22NK

Bill Mawnsell in his very spovting Silver Ghase - 705G

John Altmann halding "The Whisperer’

Sheer elegarice! Bavme Gullings Hooper bodied Phantom 11 - 1470GN

21

Gievmge Forbes, Fiona Bailey and Priee Johns dinimg ar Berry



RECENT NEW MEMBERS

A welcome i extended ro:
Derek & Helen Allan, Brockenhurst, Hampshire
192920 Park Ward Landander GEN3
Clayton & Helen Banks, Spalding, Lincolnshire
1922 Silver Ghost Hooper Tunerer 34MG
Wilson & Joan Borden, Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvanu, USA
1932 P11 HI Mudliner Spores Saloon
Lachlan & Margarer Ely, Mitcham. Victorin, Auseralin
1921 Silver Ghost Jackson, Jones & Callins Lumousine 761G
Gervise 8 Margaret Forster, Jordans, Buckinghamshire
1924 Silver Ghost Windowvers Doctors Coupé 26TE
Geolfrey & Julie Harrison, Warringah Mall, NSW. Australin
1925 20 Windovers Tourer GPK42
David & Wendy Hemingway, Buxton, Dierbyshire
1924 Silver Ghust Hooper Landaler 46TM
Achalen & Megan Holmes, Coleraine, Victoria, Austenlia
1912 Silver Ghost Tourer 884
1913 Silver Ghost Peels Tourer 2583
1936 PIILHJ Mulliner Razor E
Keith Jay, Bognor Regis, West Sussex
1927 20 Windovers Coupé GHI40
1934 20025 Hoaper Landauler GXI1343
Ferrest & Gayle Johnson, Suratoga, California, USA
1923 Springfield Silver Ghost RRCOW Pall Mall Tineer 671H

loe Salvon

Perer & Valmir Lamb, Cooranbong, NSW. Australia
1923 20 Windovers Tovrer 79A)
Rager & Sissy Morrison, Salina, Kansas, USA
1912 Silver Ghasr Roi des Belges 1830
1914 Silver Ghost Barker Tinerey 35038
1925 Springfield Silver Ghost RRCCW Cabrioler §128MK
John & Carol Ogden, Huby, Yorkshire
1912 Sidver Ghost Hamshaw Tourer 2057
Rov & Anne Perler, Norch Haven, Connecticat, USA
1922 Silver Cihost Tonerer 49HG
Richard & Alice Prizer, Langhorne; Pennsylvania, 1ISA
1921 Springfield Silver Ghost Locke Tinrer 63A0
Gilbert & Nanette Ralph, Mt Waverley, Vicroria, Australia
1936 20/25 HI Mudliner Sports Salom GTK 20
Gary & Karen Richardson, Camberley, Surrey
1929 Phartom [ Barker Towrer 81C].
Kennerh & Judy Russell, Narre Wirren North, Victoria, Australia

Events Calendar 1994

AGM & Winter Dinner, House of Lords
Greatr Ocean Road Rally, Victoria, Australia
Spring Lunch & Driving Tests, Brooklands

Ireland Tour

Islay and Western Scottish lsles
Irish Georgian UK Tour - Hertfordshire

Banburyshire Weekend - Wroxton (nr Banbury)

Summer Pienic & Concours
Picardy mini-tour via Channel Tunnel

Hunter Valley weekend, NSW, Australia

28 January
19-23 February
10 April

22-30 April
I-11 May
28-30 May
17-19 Tune

17 July

14-17 October
4-6 November

1936 Pharntom [1] Hoopier Saloon 3AZ160
James & Elaine Soens, Warrineton, Cheshire
1924 Silver Ghost Chassis D1AU

1933 Phantom [T Arthur Mudliner Spoves Saloon ZMW

1938 25/30 Park Ward Limousine GUR33

GET IN & GO - 94

Do you ger fristrated by wer or cold weather which removes the incentive ro do somi real motoring? Then dovou suddenly find the perfeer day bur no plans?

»

This year we are introducing an extra series of events for those whe find themselves with a fine sunny day on their hands and nowhere 1 oo, or for thase who

inst feel the need t go a-motorng. Set your own rural roure and end up with some Triends at an interesting venue.

These events need nor be committed to in advance, but a call to the co-ordinaror could be useful; if the event needs lunch pre=arranged or o train rrip booked,
please do get in wuch. Otherwise, if you have not made plansand it is a great day, just go toyour favourire real motor car; chieek thewil and tighten the mascot,

then - GET IN & GO

Note that if you have a favourite venue not on this list, make s note of it fora future GET IN & GO location.

the Severn Valley Limired

Day Date Location Details Contact
i e TheiSesireHole): East'Sires Tel: 0705 632318, Arnve from noon. Hambledon is the home of ericker | -
Sunday gy e 'I:\t e and fwolocal reams will he playing that aftermoon. Good parking. Call £ m'h'm_l 'i"l:!m\
Hambledon, Hampshire Grahvarif you want a parking place reserved; 0489 573773
-
I Juie Ealkland Asms. Grear Tesw. 17vh century Citswold L in ol village near Chipping Noron, Llel Jishis Kstiniedy
Friday Oneforddhire : lunch vene tor those going 1o the Banburyshire weekend: Good place a1 ST
Ogfordshire tovmeet those going on i, even it yoeate niot. From 12230 onwards, 0344383033
) The Pub Wirh No Name Apparently it was called The Whire Horse Tnn and its locaion, Proies P "
Tuesday 21 June b - t Dleatr is noteven marked on the Ordriance Survey Map, (but it is locat- = )
amyshire ecd oS map 186, rel 715290). It really does exise, bur a road Q344 833033
improvement i Napaleonic times et it stranded in the middle of a
field. Mot far from the road which rins berween the A32 near East
Tisted (south of Alton) ind the village of Steep, near Perersficld, it is
really worth finding as.a genuine pub dating back ro 1620 when ir Last
appears 10 hiave been refurbished, The only road sign is an empty frame
= where the lane 1o the puls leads off. The inn sign fell off it decades
agen Do find this puby that is the challenge! There wall even be a froe
heet for the first six drivers of proper motor cars who turn up by 12:45.
) Fidterminsrer Rallway Sion =far Travel oni the Severn Valley Steam R:n‘!w.n with Sunday Lunch ini the Kay Marsh
Sunday 10 July ; dining car (reservarions are required). Secure parking is available: .

Arrive before 11:30 . Combined costof reain reip and loncho¢.£21 pop.

0384 2173061

The Phoenix, Hartley Winrney,

Thursday 4 Augusr Hiispehire

Mect from 18:30. On the A0 berween Camberley and Rasingstoke,
repuredly the place where the VSO was founded. Other car groups
also meer here on the first Thursday evenimg each month:

Brian Wootton
0784 433137

Rorley House, The Green,

Meer ar the Forrest's House in this lovely village berween 10400 iind

Susie Forrest

Berkshure

Saturday 200 August N : 5 115 foreoffee, Receive dermls of a mystery rour ronite s I'the
i Chillefldl Surmy 1: coffee. Receive detnlsof a mystery rour oote aound the D428 634208
* ' ¥ Surrey lanes, ncluding the mini-alpine Blackdown Hill, Ead ar Qe 0420
hostelry for lunch o forrify you for your return home.
. . Ye Qlde Bell Horel ar Hutlew, Meer fromn 19:00 e this historic old 12th century pub off the Henley o Wootron
Thursday | 8 Seprember ! roid, fieir the River Thames. Tel: 0628 823881 iy reserve for full

evenng l'\l'.'.".l n IIN' resraurant.

0784 433137

Various one-day mini-events are also planned - see GET IN & GO details
) P

Beyond 1994
AGM & Winter Dinner, Cavalry & Guards Club, London
The Coonawarra Rally, South Australia
Oregon Ghost Trail Tour - Denver to Seattle
New Zealand - Vintage Car Club Rally & South Island Tour
Grear Australian Qurback Tour

27 January 1995
17-22 February 1995
August 1995

March 1996
April/May 1996

Club Shop

Car Badges
The Club now has car badges in nick
enamel. Give your car a treat. £25 each.

GHOST

2D

CLUB Club Ties
Trophy Winners
1993

Alpine: Terry Spilsbury

treat! Only £15 each.

Tyres

John Kennedy
Derek du Toit
Keith Wherry
David Collier
Dighy Wills

John Kennedy
John & Kay Marsh

Woodmansee:
Harding-Rolls:

Fred & Joan Watson:
Messervy:

Order now and save yourself some money as well.
Back Copies of the Record

Dymock-Maunsell:
Phoenix:

available. £2.50 each.

kel with red

The newest fashion Club ties are in pure silk - silver
grey to match your Silver Ghost. Give yourself a

Goodrich 33x5 and Michelin §95x135 available at

very special prices. Most other sizes also available.

All recent editions and some early editions also still

All above items available from the Honorary Secretary

Fergusson-Wood:
E-W Photographic:
Stanley Securs: John Kennedy

Ladies: Keith Wherry

Rear Cover:

Upper: The Grand Hotel Toblach durimg the 1914 Alpenfahrt.
Photograph © John L. Kennedy Alpine Collection

Lower: The old Grand Hotel during Alpine 93.

Photograph © Alpime 93 Collection

Stephanie Martin
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