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CHAIRMAN'S LETTER 
[996 has proved to be another very successful year in the club's 47 ye3r history. For the first time the Cluh held its AGM and Annual 

Dinm:r at the most famous of London clubs, "Boodles" (the rules had recendy been changc<l to allow ladies to use the li-onr entrnnce) 

and the venue proved popular. Fc,r rhe benefit of chrn,e members who have never a tte nded this event, I Jn urge you to rake the plunge 

as it is always a relaxc<l an<l enjoyable even ing in good comp,rny with not too much dGcu,siun about the cars! 

T he Driving Tests & S pring Luncheon produced a tumour of 14 cars and Oatlands Hotel proved o nce mo re co be a popular choke fo r 

rhe lunch venue allhough ,ome members felt char lhey were wh1skeJ away from Brookbnds mayhe a little too soon . A number of 

members shipped their cars w Australia to participate in 1he Wholly G host tour which was a joint effort between rhc Silver G host 

Association and our Ausrrnlian Chapter. Ur,fonunacely the eleven cars from America were slran<lt:<l at Singapore and did nnr arrive in 

Australia. although they were evcnrually rcscucd. The lri:,h Georgian T our this year centred o n :S.Jorch Oxford.hire and the adjacent 

counties of \X1arwicbhirc, Northamptonshire and Buckinghamshire. T he weather wa, somewh::it dull and wee but the huu,e, were as 

splendid as ever. This event hdJ annually on the lace spring hank holiday combine, the very best of English architecrurc with tounng in 

the very best of English c;irs along with interesting and amusing, if ,hghtl} eccentric company. What cuuld be better! . 

The Annual Concour, D'Erar was held at Hagley Hall m the West Midlands and produced a rurno ut of 25 splendid cars. The weather 

was beautiful and rhanks were heaped on John and Kay Marsh for o rganising the event and rhe gardener who had the forc;ight some 

200 years ago co plant rhar mag11il1cent tree in the middle of the field. The third lsk ,if \Vigln t,iur in September was over subscribed buc 
some problems were experienced with the hotel. T hose members who were s t ill talking ro me on S unday evening said rhar they had 

enjoyed it. The Get-ln-&-G,1es were :is numerous and as varied as ever and gave ,ome non-committee members a chance of exercising 

their imagination and talent. The cluh thanks you . 
Sadly the year saw the pa,smg of Midge Brua, wife o f the previous Chairman who wa, much loved and will he lo ng remembered by all 

those who knew her. I !er hmcral was markeJ by a ,trong C luh pre,encc. John Dymock M,rnmdl, an earlier Chairman also die<l during 

the year ancl hL> funeral I attended with Andrew Taylor, who drove John's u lJ car down from B1m1mgham LO \XleybriJge. Well done 

Andrew! 
I wish co thank ,rnr Secretary John Ke1rnedy, without whom the club would nnr h.:, m the ,lrong position it is in mday and thc other 

cnmminee member who a ll make ,uch valianL efforts to hold and auend commitree meetings and to o rganise e,·ent, throughout the 

year. Happy and safe mowring in 1997. "May the road rbe up ICl meet you a nd may the win<l 1-,c always at your back" (unless you're 

driving a G host) . 

Dm•itl Marw1 

AGM 
& 

ANNUAL DINNER 
Boodle's 26 January 1996 

Thi:, most famou, London <3enrlcmens' Club wus the venue for the 20-Ghost C lub annual mecung, well attended as usual. Chairman 

David Martin conJuctt,d the meeting for the first time a nd lacer presented the trophies. A pre entation was made to the previou, 

Chairman, Lynn Brna, for hi> many years of service to the club, o n the Commmee and as Chainnan. The member, of the Committee 

were re-elected ond accounts for the year to 30 September 1995 were approved. Thank, were give n co Jimmy Valcncint: for arranging 

the venue and to Susie F,1rresr for organising the mcetmg arrangements. Special thanks were given co Marcin Williams, our ho:.L at 
Boodle 's who spoke briefly about the h istoric buildings and C luh before the meeting was adjo urned. The food a nd drink were of a very 

high standard and when the wining and dining wa; eventually ended we emerged fro m the C lu b into a snowstorm. 



ON THE RECORD 
The highlight of 1996, for those who cook part, was rhc undoubtedly the New Zealand tour in February. T o crave! for day after J ay on 11nclurtere<l 

roads, with some of che world's besr scenery is an experience nor co be mis,ed. Shipping coses via concamer from Europe is surprisingly reasonable 

anti for chose who have not tried it, I would recommenJ going in 2000 or 2004. On these leap ycars, there is a major local event co add to o ne, 

own additional touring. We plan ro re turn w1d1 a car in 2000 and could well he cemprcd to go aga111 four years later, on the cemenary of Rolls­

Royce. 
k well as the sccrnc touring, there was plent)' of chances to catch up with some of tho·c on the local Rolls-Royce scene und the re a rc a few 

111terescing cars abou t to emerge from their cocoon of rescue and re,tonHion. Two Silwr Gho,t, a re in rhi category. John Chamherlain, from 

Christchurch. brought our his 1914 Silwr Gho;;r (78D). for its debut. This has been about as rnajor a reswranon as one could imagine. John 
acquired the engindess clrnssis from Australia and C lub member Roy S,,uthward from Wdlingwn provided the engine. Meanwhile , at Balfour in 

Smn hland, another Ghost, 7KG. is .ilso being resrorcd hy R,>berL G ram and is well on thl' w;,y t0 appearing on the road again. 

1922 Silver Ghv.11 7KG. still eaminl( its kceJJ as a service car in 1950. 

/928 Phnncom /,now" taxi, in the Augus1 snow at Arr/1t,r's Pass in 195 l. Obvious/)' a quiet. day for fares' 
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As happens on these rours, by driving through remote areas, in t his case Arthur's Pass in the Southern Alps, ,omeone mentioned that 'there 

had been early Roils-Royce cars in t he urea in the 1950s '. Following up on rhis, we now have pic tures of 7KG a, a bus or service car and an as 

ycr unidentifit'J Phnnrom I as a ddivery vehicle. That may no t seem so unusual until one realises that the item being delivered is a piano! A ll it 

needed was ll> remove a rear door! The Phantom opera ted as the taxi in Arthur's Pas, for a lmost n decade from I 95 I. 
For the many orhcr motoring members, the Australian chapter held their splendid late ummer rally in Victoria and in their mid winter, 

combined with the SGA co travel to Central Australia. These were but rwo of the many events now held down under. 

In che northern hemisphere there wns a busy schedule of events more modest in scale, but nonetheless ideal ways for members to achieve some 
vintage mot0ring. Main event was 1he aurumn tour on the [sle of W ight. ~ho ur the shones1 'overseas' tour puss1blc. The venue was t he promising 

Swainston Manor. used as a venue some years earlier tll somewhat nuxed reactions. Alas, it still had the same mnnagcmem and was the only 

major d1sappoinrmcnt of rhG mo,t ,nreresting tour., 

Jolin L. Kennedy 

ML,haJ1 on a mo,mwin road (when edge uf road gave mry) m January 1953. 

I low man)' taxis can achieve this fear! 
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SUMMER PICNIC 
AND 

CONCOURSE D'ETAT 
Hagley Hall, Stourbridge, West Midlands - Sunday 2 I July 1996 

The Lyrcletun, had been escabli, h,·J in Worcestcrslure for severn l centunt, when 111 1564 Sir John, kmghtcd ar KenilwL•rth by Eliznbcrh I. bought 
che I lagley H all Esrnre. This wa, the sccting for our 1996 garhcring. 

It wa, a truly hor Engli ·h summd, day, twenty thrc~ car.s with 50 member> arrived and parked 111 the fron1 of the Hall, Judging sram:d at 11.00 
a.m. Our Judges, (Chairman D,wiJ Martin and Tim Forrest) , d1J a grnnd jPh anJ by [2.30 p.m. we were heading for the hu~e oak tree m the 
centre cif the park to partake o( our picnic lunchc,. 

Prt:e giving followed afte r lunch with Michad Kenr awarded tl,., rred & Joan Watson Trophy for rhe best large l1<1rscpower car, Michael 
Hil<litch 1he Mes.crvy Trdphy for the best sm;ill horsepower car ,md '.'-Jigd I lughes che Lac.lies Choice Decanter. 

Afterwards, a large number of us went round 1he Hall \\ith ou r guide and marvelled at the ,tare apartments, the oil paintings, ponrn1t, and 
pho tt\Qraphs of the fonuly; ir was a rchef to be our of rhe sun. l'mallv, inw rhe Hall tea ro,,m we went. for a dcl1c1ous cream tea before dispersing 
for home, having had a mosr l,wcly, rdaxmg and happy day. 

Kay Marsh 

All 1he 20-Ghost Clul, meml,ers res1 and refresh under the shade of a wry large oak 1rec ar Hagkry Hall. while rheJT fine motors line up in rlic ho1 wn. 
Phow lry Kay Marsh 
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BROOKLANDS DRIVING TESTS 
28ch April 1996 

Again Brooklands was the venue for the spring driving tests. The Museum and its exhibits improve each year and rherc is always somerhing new 
rn see; our members enjoy supporting this venue each year; 111 fact some preferred not Lo be dragged away to a different lunch venue without 
sccmg enough of Br0<.,klands Museum which still retains mo,;t of its original, now listed, historic buildings. 

The first resr wa, an assault on the famous Tcsr Hill wtth a , 1op an<l ,1an one third of 1he way up. The aim is a smooth ascent, there being 
penalties for nob-y gear changes and rolling hack (the deceptive slope becomes a sharply steeper 25% gradient nearing the top). Only three drivers 
negouared rhc test hill wirhour pcn,1lty. They were Andy Butcher, Andrew Taylor and John Kennedy. We th,::n drove on che remaining section 
of the famous bankmg. The aim wa, to cover a length ofbank111g at an average speed of 19mph. Each car had two turns, one in each direcuon, 
wi1h a flying srnn. As usual there were a grcar va riation in what different dnvers consiJerc,I to he 19mph. \Vhen my Ghost was new a speedometer 
was ,rn optional cxu:.1 costing £ l 2. LO, and Sir Alexander Klelnwort <lid n<)I take up the ,,prion! The <lnver to get closes1 to 19mph was Jimmy 
Vale ntine in h1, l'h,1nrom I. The last c,ur hy no means leas1 test was to reverse the car into a serie, of garages with penalty points for ragged 
manoeuvring. The blindfold tc,t had been dropped this year ;,,, some drivers had become <uspic1ously good ;i t ir. I wonder why! The best driver 
at the garaging te:.t w:1s A shley Wills dnving the 20/25 previously owned hy his fa ther Digby who wa, tl,cre ro encourage him. As in past years, 
the Charterhou,e Mmor Club went into a hu<lJle to calcularc the results, whilst the l j cars and their passengers departed for lunch. 

This year, it had been decided 10 revisit nearby Oadands Park Hutel 111 \Veybri<lge. 17,e hotd had in error booked u, down for a coffee morning 
ins tead of lunch (1hat is the prohlem of arrangmg a weekend booking with the weekday staff, they olwlously du not speak to each other!) A 
sectmn of the dining room was rnpidly set aside for us and a splcn<lid lunch cvemually arrived, " 'ith free wine dS a consolation for the delays. After 
lunch, the f)ymock Maun,cll Trophy wu, presented to Andrew Tayh.>r, the overall wmner of the <lnvmg tests, Thanks were given to the 
Chanerhousc Moror Club for running the test, and to me fur again org:mismg rhe venue,. 

Dat11d C. Martin 

ISLE OF WIGHT AUTUMN TOUR 
20th - 22nd SeJnember 1996 

Jane and l have long had a fascination with rhc Isle of Wight and that , comh1ncd with 1hc sheer ebullience of David and Stephanie Marlin who 

were organising 1hc event, maJc this an irresistible outing ft, r u,. 
Things starred wdl, with David managing 10 negotiate a reduction for whar is, I !xlie\'e, the most expensive sea cm,sing in rhe world. 1 hope 

they never build " tunnel to the lsle of Wight. There is srill somethmg mysterious about rrnvclling overseas to anywhere, and 1 found the "ocean 
v1,yage" as bracing and intrigu111g ;is ever. Th~ operators have got this ferry journey down to a fine art, which is alway, a joy to watch, and the 
weather was ,plend idly clement "' rhat one could go our on Jeck and feel intrepid. So well appoimed was the boa1 1h:1t the dog even managed 
ro get hersdf a cuddly toy to replace that furgouen in the hurry of packing. 

David', i.mpe,cable notes t<1<.'k us easily Lo the horcl, which had an air ol faded glamour about 1r, which 1s cxaccly how I remember the avernge 
pre-war Roll,- Royce in the days when I fin,t became bewtted with them 30 years ago. 

The fun began with a vim m Carisbt<X•ke Casrle. I have always thought of 1hi.s ::is a rather gloomy pile, and, being faintly royalisr in my historical 
symp,11h1es, I tended to avoid it since it was the prison of Charles I. But from the inside, un a privileged visit, it was quite unexpectedly cheerful. 
11,ce rampart walk commanded sweeping views of the island for those of a less nervo," disposition and rhc mechanical marvels of 1he do nkey 
wh~d gave plcnt\ for rhe technical to chew on. Watching the larger ems inch their way through the narrow forofied gareway was abo a rreat for 

1hnse of us who p,n ronise the smaller horsepower motors. 
[ had no idea char Sandown ,,irp,)rt existed. Ii, 100, is almost pre-war - a grass strip with the road running straight across it - largely patronised 

by light aircrafr, bur the old hangars are now 1hc site of a ,mall aircraft museum. This was spec.ialist scuff: a small collection but nonetheless with 
a number of pleasing o<ld1tie,. lr was g0<.,tl to see such an enthusiastic enterprise which is making what has been a bit of ao eyesore into an 
intngt11ng exhibition. I hope char it become, a favourite venue for the tourists. 

The wearhcr was ~ood enough for u, to have our pub lunch in the garden, hnt the pub was clearly one which believed in large seaside appetites, 
so David had wisely arranged nothing specific for the rest of the afternoon. Mindful of 1he spiritual as well as physical, 1hough, he pointed us in 

the direction of Qu,irr Ahbey f,,r vespers. 1 was particularly anxious to sec this since I ha,·c never been before and I was nor disappo111ted in the 

event. 
The Abbey it,d( is uncompronusingly brick and yet somehow subtle. A great deal of ingenuity has gone into making architectural detail out of 

unadorned brick facings an<l the whole atmo,pltt:re inside thc church is sombre and impressive. Alas, there were so few monks. 

Clwe Caner 
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THEY GOT IN & WENT IN 1996 
Some o( Ll,e inccrcsting events o( the year arc rcporte<l hereunder. 

Umingto n. Friday 14 June 
Five cars arrcndc<l the Howard Arms for lunch eaten alfresco due co the lovely weather. Everett Pauls from Texas won rhe (virtual) pmc for 

the mosr disranc member auending. He almost excelled by arriving in a Club car as well, hut he did appc,ir ma Mark IV Bentley. 
The afternoon provided rhe opportunity to tour a route set by Andy Butcher along rhe narrowest, steepest and most scenic lanes in the north 

Cou,wnlds JO mi.Jes lJter we were still only seven miles from llmington at Upton Wood, home of Ian anJ Caroline Bond, who generously acted 
as our guides for a Lour of their I I acre ganlen which they have create<l around their lovely old Cotswold farll\house over the last I 5 years. 

Ye1 more lane, ,aw us back ar llmmgton Grange, for afremnon tea at the Butchers' house and a tour round their gardens. 

Cars at rite Howard Am\S Deparrini: llmmgton Grange 

P olo at C irencester. Saturday 22 Jw1e 
We met ar rhc historic Tunnel House puh near Coates dl noon for a pre polo barbecue lunch before making our way in convoy m the 

Cirencescer Park polo grounJ ,ome two miles away. 
After making our,dve-, comtorrablc in the Member's Stan<l, we watched some excellent pnlo. l lighlighr was the Thomas Gnode Centenary Cup, 

a friendly match m aid of T he Prince of Wales', School of Architecture. Prmce Charles played well for Cirencester and cvencually beat the 
)erudong Park team, with His Majesty The Sultan of Brunel and his brother HRH Prince Jefri Bolkiah both playing. 

Prince Charle, received his team';; cup which was fo Uowc<l by tea. He much admired our motor car, on passing. T he security was wry tight 
around The Sulran, who left with hi, full entourage soon afrer, followed by Prince Charles with his detective in h is open Aston Marrin. 

Prince Charle.s and others look on as me Sulcan of Bnme1 collectS the /1nze fur his team. 

6 

Fort Nelson. Wednesday 3 July 
Eight proper car arrived for lunch at The Vine, a Hamblc<lon pub, was followed by a navigator's run through the Hampshire lanes to historic 

Fort Nelson, a naval training school high up on the downs overlooking Portchescer and Portsmouth Harbour. 
The fort was built ro defend Portsmouth from a ldnd a1tack. rather than one from the sea. We were treated to a gui<le<l cour of the Armoury 

anJ shown part of a Sa<ldam 1 lussein c.onfiscateJ gun. 
A lthough Lhc fort is now mainly a museum, it does .,,ill rrnin new rarings, who provide<l Lhe highligh t of Lhe afremoon by the firing of a muzzle 

loaded cannon a, 4 p.m., recordcJ by Pnnct> Edward and his film crew who were making a documenrary. Time for cca! A short drive ro Wickham 

Vineyard provided the venue. 

Ready w fir~ uie cannon 111 

Fort Nelson. 

VSCC at Prcscoll. Saturday & Sunday 27 & 28 July 
K,1y Marsh drove there - "An nmazing offer - could I dnvc a \'f.1.0. four and a half litre Bentley ro Prescou? I would have been a fool to say 

'no'. So on Saturday 1 picked up a friend', W.O. complete with acceleraror in the middle and drove myself alone (1 needed to concentrate) to 
Prescott, arnving first an<l wi1h the 20-Ghosr stand already erected the prcviou evening, awaited chc others. John arrived, then the Adams. 
c,111,plete wi1h friends with an olJ wooden gyp-y type camper. ~fany more car, than l can remember on practice day; anorher memorable, hot, 

Prescott <lay. 
S unday was n very wet Jay, hut the Adams joined us again, having had a 111ghc under canvas. The MarsJens arnved from Sutton C'.ol<lfielu in 

their newly (>wncd 20 HP. The Hughes came from a few miles down Lhc road in their 20/25 anJ eventually and with large murmurings of 

admiration, chc forrests parked alongside. \Y/e were then surrounded bv lms of admirer,. 
Our awning kept 0111 the rain ,rnd despite the weather there \13S a good tum out of c::nrrants for the hill climb evenr.,, giving u., more than enough 

t,, look at, especially the wet track which gave hazardous entertainment on occa,ions. 

Flower Pot Hotel. We<luesday 14 August 
Lunch at .i remote Brnk.pear pub 0t1ly ,i couple oi miles from Henley saw l I cars arcend. Coffee at the puh then a riverside walk before lunch, 

was followed by a visit to the wnrbhops of Hoffman of Henley, a venue wluch many of our cars are familiar with, was followed by a tour through 
a selection oi rhe narrow lanes of Oxfordshire Lo Newingcon, near Dorchester and the home of Jane anJ Graham Ashley Carre, who ha<l kindly 
in,·aed us all for tea. We also saw the incomplete building where Graham is ro install his church organ, plus his selecrion of vintage lawn mowers, 

bu1 as his garden was in imrnaculnre shape, we were nor required to pu1 them to use. Many thanks IO Jane for a superb tea! 

Silver Ghom al the 
Ashley Car,er's 

Natioual Carriage Drivin~ Championships. Sunday 15 September 
Kay Marsh reports - "Ten cars came ro Windsor Great Park and were stabled on the main showground. All cars were entered for judging by 

Gordon Lockyer a t 2.15. In the meantime we watched some fascinating carriage driving for three hours over picnic lunches in the sun. \Y/c were 
July called and paraded our cars in the main showing area, with a grnnd audience and John and Rae Kennedy in their 1905 Ligh t 20 were awarde<l 
a bottle of sparkling Saumur. All participant< received a commemorarivc rosette. \Y/e left the show with John Kennedy leading a cavalcade of 

Ghosts, Phamorns and orhcn. ro the ~fonumcnt an<l round the park before we dispersed for home. 
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New Zealand - South Island Tour 
The 1996 New Zeabnd lmemarional Vintage Car Rally in Christchurch in f-chruary 1996 was rhc iJcal occasion for another 20-Ghust GranJ 

Tour of the Sourh Island, planned to hnk with the VCC Rally. This was really the definitive tour of the South Islaml. more than rwo weeks of 

spectacular scenery: mountains, glaciers. ram fore>ts, fiords and the early gold fields. By commencing in C hristchurch, but concluding the tour 

elsewhere 111 rhe South Island. 
it was then ['l\1Ssihle to join one 

of the many 'link tours' back to 

Christchurch as part of the 

lmemarional Rally. Indeed. ,o 
many cars were drivmg to their 

selected starring place; for their 

'link tour' that for the rwo 

weeks of our wur, there were 

often more old cars of every 
marque and style on the roads 

than there were modem cars. 
Our route took rhe inland 

route from C hrisrchurch to 

Clyde in Ccnrrnl Ocago, thence 

over the hisronc Dunstan T rail 
ro Dunedin. This was an old 

gold min ers route, little used for 

over I 00 year, anJ passahle 

only in dry weather. Summer in 
this area 1s u,ually extremely 

hot and parched - rhis year was 

t he exceprion and the councry 
was green and the road 

rreacherous and barely passable. 

We eventually reached 

civilisation anJ the ,ealed road 
to Dunedin, where we were able 

t<J take pan m the vinrnge srrec1 

racing on specially closed roads. 

An intercsrinsi fca rure of this 
evenr was chat the police took 

speed check pictures uf the cars, 
to show how f,1,t they were 

travelling. Because of a tight 
hairpm before rhe timed 
section, we were unable to 
manage I 00 km per hour, bur it 

was close. 

Our delayed departure from 

Dunedin was m torrential rain; 
fonunately the t>nly rain d uring 

the entire tour, but after a stop 

a t the granite ciry of Oamaru, 
the wcarhcr cleared for our 

journey over Danscys Pass. This 

narrow, winJing, gravel road 

presented no problems unnl 
near the summit when we 

encountered fog or low cloud 
and had to pick our way slowly 

upwards. 

Z0/15 m, rhe Dwucan Tra,l 

Ar the Vulcan Hore/ m rl,c old gold roum of St Baihans 
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We paused ar rhc top and caused a great surprise to a number of farmers returning from market with sheep. Other traffic on this route is rare, 

but four vintage Rolls-Royce moror cars looming out of rhe mist were almost too much for them. 
T he historic Danscy, Pass Inn provided a wdcome overnii:hr stop before we scr off for Clyde (agmn), this rime via more of the old gold mining 

areas and over another dramaric hill road, T hompsons Saddle. By now we were getting used to opening and closing th e many gates and 

negouming fords. The local rule for gaces is that the 

lead car stops, opens the gate, lees all the others go 

past, chen closes the gate before continuing on. T his 

mem,s char everyone has a share of gate ducy and their 

position in rhe convoy cominuaUy change,. 
Now we headed wes twards from Clyde, alongside the 

new hydro lake tu C rc>mwell, then over the K,warau 
nver to find the Nevis road. This was the 1110.c isolated 

nf all rhe sped.ii n>utes, ,,~rh a high pas, hefore we 

descended into the Nevis Valley, crossing rhe swift 

Nevis river on a n:,rrow bridge al the swrr of the broad 

valley up which we rhen cravellcd. From then on, we 
crossed a succe.,sion of side streams hy fords - some 

Jeep, ,omc Jllst a trickle, but the main river, which we 

knew we had ro ford many Limes fun her up the valley, 

wa, still a substantial river. We passed a ,mall 

,eubnenr, the cmly sii:n of civilisarkm we saw, then 
drove on up rhc valley to picnic alongside the nver. So 

ql1icr was our ro;1J , that no other vehicle came a long 

Ju ring our lei,urdy repast. 
So it remaincJ :,~ we concu1ut.!J on, p-isr an 

abandoned gold mine and came lO the first of many 
nver eras.mg,. These proved lO be q,mc a challenge, 

for although rhe river was nowhere near as Jeep or 

,wit't as it had been, the fords had been scoured out by 
d,e unusual recent ,u111mer mins. Ar one c•f the fords, 

the observant crew of the front car rwticed chat the 

mad dropped straight into a deep pcXJI. At first it 

seemed chat Lhere was no way rhrough, until someone 

noticed wheel trncks in rhe lllS:,ock i:rnss. So the 
impromptu roure t<X)k us 50 merrcs through the 

tussock, then inr,> the river ar a shnllow stretch, 50 

metres back down tl,c_ri,·er, then our the ,,thcr side. 
Another of our fords was deep and rocky, but after all 

the cars ncgociateJ these two fords, the c1t hers really 

seemed qutte tame. \Xie lost count al this stage as co 
how many ford, we had negotiated, but it was ar least 

35, so the mute wns hardly dull! 
Evem ually we climbed out of rhc valley LO a 

spectacular summit from where we had a panoramic 

view of the sourh ~nd of Lake Wakatipu to the right , 

Garsron to our left and some summer mm showers 

sweeping down the broad valley bel()w the tussock 
clad lulls. We picked our way down towards the 

valley, t he road varying from a well defined route to a 

track through a field of lupins! When we finally 
reached the valley floor and our lase gate to 11egotiatc, 

a lady ran out from the only house nearby, pleased to 

see us and saymg she had been looking out for us all 

day. How did ;he know? Like a lmost o ne hundred 
percent of the locals, she reads the Otago Daily Times 

and an article about the tour had appeared earlie r in 
t he week. Julian Smith, d river nf one of the Silver 

Ghosts on our tour, wa:, ,llso the proprietor! 

Mike McRoberr negotwres u small bw difficulr fnrd on Tl1umpsons Saddle 

At the Camck Range saddle (highest point on a through road in Nav Zealand), before 
the descenr w the Netris t1alley. 

Picnic by the Net/is Riwr (26TE, J4KG, 2260£, G,AJ3l) 
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Cli b. m mg up rile narr0tvini: Net•1s ,,alley ,-

lO 

pa use co admire : ·· 
• I JQY road s/>eccawlar Sc<~iery on che M ·1r J 

Sheer walls and hanging vall eys on rhe cniise o{ M "I' i ·I S 11or< ound 
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In contrast to o ur scenic but deserted roads, the wo rld 

renowned road to Milford Sound is firmly on the tourist 

route. Every morning, like lemmings, they rush over in their 

hoards, re turning in the late afternoon. thus barely having 

time to appreciate the beauty of the mountains, lakes, rivers 

and ftords. We wanted not only to appreciate this most 

spectacula r of routes. which is almost entirely through 

ancient glacial valleys - we also wanted co see it without 

the crowds, so we set off late in the morning, stopped 

frequently and picnicked en rou1e and approached Milford 

Sound (the end of the road) as a procession of nearly 50 
coach loads headed o ut m the other direction. We had 

arranged for our vehicles to be garaged overnight while we 

wem for a lace afternoon cruise in quiet luxury, tounng the 

deep, sheer sided fturd bdc\re wining, d imng and sleeping 

on board the specially equipped vessel. Darkness in such a 

remote location produces a black sky with many more scars 

than one could believe existed. 

Returning from Milford next morning again re4uired 

good timing to depart shortly lxfore the rounst hoards 

reached us, giving us another quiet road on our spectacular 

journey back co Tc Anau, on the only route in this rugged 
area. By the end of the day we had driven the long route 

alongside Lake Wakacipu co reach Queenstown, the centr~ 

of this scemc rei,~on. 

On ihe mgged SkipJJ<!rs road 

The Kingsron Flyer 
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We took the opporrunicy co rravel the narrow Skippers Road, which dares from the gold mming days over a century ago. Dry. dusty and winding, 

it variously climhs over craggy saddles or clings to a bluff high over che Shotover River, which is again attracring the attennom of g,,ld fossickcrs. 

Early this century my grandfather travelled this road by horse and coach. A Sih·er Ghost was the next best thing, if nor better. even though we 

rravelled cauuo11sly over the high suspension hridgc near the end of rhe road, before reaching the old schoolhouse and chc gold nuner, graveyard. 

T he gold miners were from many narionalities, as reflected in che tomb:.tone,. Curiously, there was only one Chinese grave, unique in the area . 

lr was traditional for these Chinese (.ill fwm the wa-ial Cantonese region) to repatriate their de~d hack a final resting place in their motherland, 

but f,>r some reason this one was left hchind, possibly because he left no money or maybe had offended his fellow countryman. Whatever rhc 

rea,on, history ga,·e h1111 the lasr laugh. for the sailmg .hip caking hi:, deceased countrymc:n back ro China sunk in a scon11, depriving them aJI of 

n land base<l grave. 
Evemually we mre ourselves away from Q uecnsrown ·s myriad other attrnction, and after a rd.Lxing lunch ar nnc of the excellent local wineries, 

1hc most southc:rly in the world, it was lllllc to continue our journey over 1he dusty Crown Range road m \Vanaka. hom Wanaka, 1he route head, 

north we~t. over 1he Haa;t Pass, tn the ,uh tropical rain forest, of the west co.i:,t. \Xie were fortunate: m tha1 lhe wet weather on the west side of 

the mounrnins was clearing a, we hcaJcd north, affording a superb view of mountains, forest and sea. on our journer to the Fox Glacier. Here, 

for the fir,t um.:. the car suddenly ,ecmed <luggish and with no accelerau..m. A,, prewar Silver Ghosts run ,olely on rhe magncw, I switched over 

t,, the rrcmhler coil and al I the old performance came back at once. Back l1' the magneto and the same problem returned. A bncf roadside srop 

showed chat the 111agnccn contact arm had snapped 111 half, so the remaining hour, run le) Fox Glacier was ma,le on rhe bmtcry ignition only; 

once again, ,me wn, than kful to M1 Royce, whose dual ignitic,n system had prevenrcd an ignomil11ous 'fo ile,l ro proceed' and wnh 1he assistance 

f,nm rhc local g,m1g1: m Fnx Glacier, wh.:re they had never <een a Silver Ghost nor a l:\o,ch magneto, they were .1ble to swar, over the end unir 

fwm the spnrc ma~cro which"" 11erc carrying. 
Fmrunatcly we were sra1ing rwo night, at the 1slaci1:rs. Even this" ''' ,cnrccly enough; twice ;is 1011g would have been necJed m do jusuce tn 

the area, ,ls there had hcen excepuo nal rninfall, even for this area and against the worldwide trend, eh-, glaciers had been growmg significantly. 

fh,· high mountain catchment area had received a ma,,ive 100 metre, ,,( snow the previous winrcr and the glaciers, having grown ov<,r a 
kilometre 111 the previi>us iew year,, wt:rc now. mnving at more than half a metre per Jay. A helicopter trip. Oying up rhe Fox Glacier and hack 

d,,wn the Fran: Joseph after stopping high up m the snow, was an ideal way ro appreciate tla, icy wonderlanJ. with many high mountams and 

other glackr, L,c,idc., the most famc>u, ones. An,,cher morning was spent dri,·mg up the road co the Fmn: ]<1S<?f gbcicr. then walking up m the 

tcrn1111,1l face. cowering high above the valley floor, too dangerous now to chmh on without a guide w check f,ir crevasses. 

\Ve procee,led nonh from rhe glac ier,, ,topping ro sec the green,cone (local jade) focrnry at Hokitib, before heading eastward:, acrnss m 
Arthur·, Pass, ro rravcl over the most rugged of the passe; before sunset, s<• thar we could stop neM the s11mmic co see the a1nics of the kea, tit!.' 

mnuncain parrot> which inhabit the area. 
Thi.-s was almosr rhc end of our tour - now we were to Jrive to the ,tart po1m of our route LO Chri:,tchurch ns part of the local rally. So although 

\\C were now drinng 1,1wards Chmcchurch, we turned north along the ho1 Canterbury Pl,llns. Maybe it wa, the hor weather, bur whatever rhe 

rcass,11, almo,r everyone had tyre 1ro11hles on this day. Well base, straight sided, beaded cd~e. it affected u, nil. We had stopped ar the historic 

I lurunui Pub in North Canrerhury and were insid1:, propping up the bar when a hissing ,ound preceded a large bang and yer anorhcr beaded edge 

ryrc gave up the Ghost! After the prcv1011s year. we had expecred some problem, and taken many extra tyres with us, leaving them with a frien<l 

Ill Christchurch and calling up supplies after blowouts as we went round 1he country. \Ve 110\\ changed the whed, phoned for the next tyre 10 

be sent for c,,llccti1)n next day, then con1 inucd on our journey; our overnight :,top at Maruia Spnng;, a hot spring resort high up in the Souchem 

Alp, ac the summit ,,f Lewis Pnss hemg 1,nly 60 miles furrher on. 
\Ve had trnvclbl exactly 14 mile, further before a loud explosion, followed by the alnrming sight of rhe new ryre barrelling p.1St 11s down the 

ro,KI. Now we were duwn to our last spare an<l a decisinn co make. We decided to comi11t1e on inro the mou11tains and drove very cauuously, 

praying that d1ere would be no mort.' hl,,wnurs which would lea\'e us scrandc<l. \V/e "ere greatly relie,·ed to reach the summit. then a short run 

Juwn to rhe springs and a welcome drink as we rdaxed in our private ht1t pool and forgut the cares of the day. 
Our grand tour wa, now almost hm,hed, but rhe route we chose hack to Chri,tchurch was also both scenic and spectacular. ·n,c private road 

fwm Blenhe,m to Hanmer, via Molesworth Station, a 150 mile route through a russock cowreJ wilderness in a ram shadow area of d1e alp:, was 

in stark contrast to the green and tree cla,I slopes through most oi our earlier route . The mad was opened specially for the old cars, about 60 in 

all, so we had a real period feel to our moroting. 
A further detour ,aw us cur through Lo the coasr ac Ka,koura and a chance ro go whale ,varching. We saw ar least sLx, plus dolphins. porpoise 

and innumerable seals. Also lurkinj! in the watery depths were crayfish (the name Kaikouni means food - crayfish) . We did not sec these until 

we dined in one of the many local seafood re,tauranrs. 
Christchurch saw another week 1)f motoring sightseeing and re-meeting people we had met earlier on the tour. Fur us there was still plenty more 

mntoring, more tyre problems and finally a run up the North Island to a conrniner depot a1 A11ckland. 

John L Kennedy 
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Vinrage meeting cm 1/1c Haa.sr rnatl 
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The Mead', 3JJI:-: & 1l1e K<1medy', 2260f:. fwu.se 111 tile 
mow1wh1 scene!')' bc1wee11 An lu,r's Pas.< ,md Sprinef,d,/ 

(l,duw) 'Gesr,l(,n · Cusroms lwlr m 1/1£' entl of 1/1<? 

lone{) Mobt,•urrh r()1ul. (Acuwlly u Vereran Cm 
Clul, d1e.:k pmnt 1rhere a sense of /u111w11r and free 
ice cool beer u<('rc in goo,I suf>flly) The rnses un the 
rear oj the Gltmr h<1w mx•• rumctl u./ure from t1 

rhrck layer of J usr collected along rhc «·cry. 

Rolll-Ro)CC gathering rn Chmrclmrch 

Whale5 njf ihe 
Kaikurm, coos! 

Blowing ..-
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Going --.-

7BD & 2260E w11h John and 13ill Chamber/am 
in Christchurch 



A Ghost in Glacier Cowmy. Ep11omi.sfr1g the Grand Tour nf Yesr.eryear, l260E pauses ai the Fram. Josef Glacier an the South Island wur of New Zealand m February 1996. 
Phow lry John Kennedy 



NORTH COTSWOLD TOUR 
with the IRISH GEORGIAN SOCIETY (London Chapter) 

25 ~ 2 7 May 1996 

This year', tuur was organised by Robert a11d P,ppa Jt nnings of the 
Irish Georgi:rn Society and was ba,ed on the \Xlroxron House 
Hotel , ,,, 1he edge of rhe ironstone v1lh1gc of \Vroxron. Fourteen 

car, parricipared giving the lGS member~ a grearer choice of 
tran,port rhan ever betort. The neel con,isred of five Silver Ghost 
touras - Dyas (1909). Adam, (1919), Corhett (1920). Mart in 
(1920) anJ KcnneJy (1922) rwo 20 I IP (Andrew Taylor and 
Norma n Gar,lm:r), the Valentine Phantom 1, Su,,111 O'Dowd's 
Pll , three zons·, (Collier. Golding and Watt,), 1he Scoggins' Pill 
Scd,mca and Susan Taylor's Wraith. 

The 11rsr house on our tour wa, Aynho Park which had been the 
hume ,,( rhc Cartwright family from 1615 11nril the l 950's. Durmg 

rhar rime 1t had been burnt in 
the C ivil War, rebuilt aml 
subsequently updarcd, notably 
hy T homas /\ rchcr around l 710 
,rn,l S,r John Soane around 
1800. Alrhough now divided 
im o fl ats for the dJ~rly. it 
rcrains its ground floor enfilade 
of public mum, le,1ding from an 
orangery ,u one end m a library 
,It the 01 her byway of a saloon 
w1rh a fa.scmating echo. The 
front of the house with its two 
projec ting wiHg> define rhc 
courtyard 111 which we parked 
and wh ich foces inro the centre 
,if the village of Aynho. 

Next we motored the few 
nulcs to Broughton Castle. 
crossing the moat to park in rhc 
courtyard o f this fornfied manor 
hou~ built in the early 14th 
ccnrury. crenellated m 1405, 
enlarged in 1554 and since then 
has been littl<:: altered . We were 
shown rou n<l by Lord and Lady 
Saye &. Scl.,, whose family have 
owneJ the Castle since 1377. 
Among the features of the castle 
were the Great Hall, where the 
party tried on vanous items of 

Ele11ance ai Aynho 
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.ir111our, and the Clunese bedroom with 18th cem ury Chine<e 
wallpape r ,ind 3 lace 20th century curvilinear cantilevered hed. 

We then returned ro Wroxmn to lunch in the former stable 
hlock ,1f Wrnxto n Abbey, home of MICcessivc Lords North from 
rhe 17th centuty to 1932. We then wured 1he house and explored 
rhc Pleasure Grounds with the rem,1111s of the Rococo wa ter 

gardens which 111 their heyday were said m outstnp those ill 

Blcnhem1. 
O ur 11ext visit \\'3S to Upron Hou,c which was built m 1695, 

extende I in 17 35 and 1757 hut had much c,f its 111ten<1r gurred in 
the 1920s for Viscount Bcar, ted lO house his magnificent picture 
collection which he gave, with tht' house, co the N ational Trus t in 

1948. /\frcr adm iring the picture, 
and the fine garden, we proceeded 
to f-nxcme Hall, " grnnd formal 
enrly 18th century house of seven 
bay, decorated with giant pilasters 

and urns, where we dined in the 
manner a n, l <urrnundings to which 
we like m become accustomed on 
these rnurs. 

Sunday morning started with a 
visit to K1rklingl0n Park which we 
had previously seen on the very first 

tou r with I he Irish Georgian Society 
in 1979. This grand Palh,dian villa 

designed in the 1740s with an 
external stone staircase leading inro 
the entn111ce hall on the first floor 
or piano mohile. Decoration of the 
interior conrinucd into the l 750s, 
rcsulnng in the libra ry wnh 
medallions of Aesop's Fable, and 
the Monkey ruom with its ceiling 
decorated with monkeys before the 

money which the Dashwoods had 
ma,lc in trading with India anJ 
Chinn was exhausted by an 
cxrravagant c'Iection campaign. We 
rhen moved on to Duns Tew Manor 
where Mrs Palamountain, a 
member of the Irish Georgian 
Soc1erv, was our hostess for lunch. 

Ay,,/10 P«rk 

Brougluon Ca.stle 
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In the afternoon, we explored the gardens at Sezincorc which 
was built b1· two Cockerell brothers who inherit..:d the estate from 
anorher brother, a rich nahob Col John, who had been 
Quartermaster General to Lord Cornwalh,. T he garden$ included 
an Indian-styled bndge carrying the dnve m:n»s n warer garden 
w,rh a Temple Pool wirh Hindu shrine, a Snake Pool wirh a three 
headed snake founc.1in and an Island Pnol. ,\ long c urved 
greenhouse lend inro one end of the golden ,1 ,)ne house, the main 
block of which is sum10unred by a magn1ficen1 onion dome. 

Next was Hnnningron H all built of bnck wirh Stllne dre,sings in 
1682 and rcmoddlcd in rhe mid 18th cen111ry w1ch fine pl,1,ter 
work II\ 1 he enrrance hall and ncrngnnnl salnon wuh 11> grand 
coffered ceiling. Belore we wured rhe Hall, rhc owner, l\tr W iggin. 
told us ahouc it:, history in the adjnining church which w,1s rebuilt 
in the 1680's. We then moved on to view the exten,,r ,,f Radway 
Grange which wa, the ho~1c of the archilell Sanderson Miller 

Tlie Corbeu.s leave 1Jr011ghron Castle 
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who remodelled in rhe Gochie ,ryle, predaring Horace Walpole' 
work at Strawberry Hill. At the rop of the hill was a casde folly or 
ew c.uchcr to which we drove and found IL to be part of the 
Ca,tlc Inn where we were able LO refresh ourselves before 
rcwrnmg to rhc hotel for dinner. 

On Mondny mnmmg, we set out f0r Famhornugh Hall, built of 
,he local rnwny yellow Hornt0n , L011<! by Ambrose 1-lolbcch 1700 
and enbrgcd hy his son a11el grand,on, hn1 h named WiJliam. 
Fnrnhnrough is still the home o( the 11,,lhcch fa mily although now 
the pr,1pcrty of the ~ational Trust. We were shown round by Mr:, 
l lolbcch and admired the younger Williams entrance hall with tl, 
rnlkction 11f marble bust, cnllecred hy him on the Grand Tour. 
\X'c tht'n expl0red the princ:ip,11 walk along a promontorv to see 

1hc Temple. Oval Pavihnn and O1,chsk commanding fine view, 
a,w,, the volley (and M-+0) ro Edgehill. 

A dnw of s,,mc forry miles brought us to Wakefield Lodge. 
dcsigneJ by Wi lliam Kcnr as a 

huntmg It,.Jge l,,r 1hc second Duke 01 
Grnfwn aro11nd 17 50. Sec in a va,L 
cle,in11g in the middle of Whitdebury 
ForeSI, 11 f, 1rmcJ a ,·1e"~ng po i n I for 
warc hing hnr;e r,Ke, held on 

Wakefield Lawn ,1retching nut in 
front ot the hou,e. For this purp,.1se a 
rwo ,wrey hall, w1d1 n massive umber 
gallery. ,,,ivcd for gatherings and 

hnnqucrs 1nJ connected with the 
cenrrnl single ,wre\ poruco ft,r 
vicwmg the cha:;e. 

Fnur iJentic,il ap,irtments nrrangcd 
on cw,, tb,,rs on c" .:h ;1dc of the hall 
offered ,wemigh1 nccommo<lati<m for 
the Duke nnd his rrincipal guests. 
The cdling ,)f the hall is embellished 
with rhc: star tn~igma of the Duke':,, 
Order ,,f the Uanc:r an,l the chimney 
piece: with trophies of 1he chase.their 
mark on th~ h,111sc m the fom1 of 
,1ecu m,dntcd conrcncs. For manv 

years 11 wns the home d S11 
Sachcvcrc ll pr,wiJing peace, 
refreshments and renewed mental 
stimulm1011 for " circle of friends, 
artists, writers. ~nd musicians, 
1nclud111g Sir Snchc,-crcll's sister, che 
pncrcss Dame Edith. striking 
portraits of whom ,1Jd further 
mccrest to the house. 

So our Lour ended. O nce ;1gain it 
was a great pnvilege to be able to jmn 
with 1he lmh Georgians and we arc 
mosr grnrcful co Robert and Pippa 

Jcnnmgs for their iauhless 
organis:1cion. 

Text - Junnry Valentine 
PlwwgraJ>hs • John Kennedy 

Late afternoon at Foxcow Hall 

Line up at Kirklin gum Park 
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Fambrougli Hall 

Se,incoie 

Irish Georgum.s at Wakefield Lodge 
\Xlescon Manor 
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THE GRAMPIANS RALLY 
Halls Gap, Victoria - 22-28 February 1996 

What a great rime wa. had by all! 
Several cars were assembled on Friday morning near Melbournc's \Vcsrgacc Bridge for the trip to Halls G ,,p, travelling Lhrough the be,rncif11I 

cicy of Ballamr, up nnd over che Pentland Hills, past Pikes C reek reservoir and into Ararat for lunc h. And a splendid lunch it was, ar rhc lovely 

Edwardian Caffc Domenica. This was just the beginning of many gourmet delights. 
We arrived a r Ha lls Gap mid afternoon and met for cocktails and char, followed by dinner a t Darcy's, Lhe resrnurant at ou r m,>rcl. Great to sec 

everyone and there was plenty of talking, drinking and caring. Malcolm Johm welcom~d all the members and guesrs. 
Saturday saw us up early and off into the mountains for breakfast at Baruka LuokouL. lL was truly beautiful - whirc cloths, champagne, French 

wast, fresh frmt and strong coffee under rhe gum crees. with magnificent views over the lakes and mountains and glorious weather. After breakfast 
we drove about th~ place in orde r ro work up an appetite for lunch, which w.is "not he r fine affair, a lfresco hy rhe shores of Lake Bellfidd. 

In the evening we assembled ar the Brambuk Cultural Centre and were enterra incd by a film and aboriginal dancing, but we were more 

entertained by the wonderful talenr.s of our members; Susan Samoro, for instance, was a hcau riful tree - and a superb corpse! And what c,f Gd 

Ralph? an amazing display of versatility and talem' The photos really tell rhc story. We then pa rtook of emu sausages and 'coo ris,oles under a 
million stars. Sublime. A few of the hardier Lhcn wenL LO the Mountain Grand for a few sparkling burgundies and Jazz. I pe rsona lly have no 

recollection nf any jazz! 
Sunday morning was a somewlwl more leisurely arrangement - our first stop che very interesting A ir Transport M useum - dedicated to the 

hisrory of Sir Reg and ftis Ansell empire; of parricubr inccrest because of Laurk Ogle's Electra connection. 
Midday found us sippmg P imm's from a giant punch bowl ac che Stirring Pot restaurnnr in Hamilton, with a very pleasant hose and a hostess 

with an amazing repertoire of very funny jokes . We then visited che local museum and ;;rr g~llery, which not only has a fine collection of paintings 

bur also a surprising collecrinn of superb ceramics. 
Dinner was ngnin alfresco at Halls Gap T avern, where once again the loc.nl spnrkling burgundy reared its lovely pink froLhy head. O h dear! T o 

watch those kangaroos gaz.ing against che backdrop of those rugged mountains in che changing light somehow makes one feel awed and humble , 

whilst bringing joy and comfort lo ,tres;ed minsls nnd hearts. 
Monday breakfast was taken nn the verandah of a local cafe. I have vague ,on o [ hangove r recollections of kookaburras and other sounds - all 

of which , eemeJ very loud. Lunch wn.s ar Seppclts - under the ,preading boughs of ancienr rrces we were treated to a sort of gastronomic o rgasm; 

I was foding a litrle livelier 110 w after a glass of the famous bubbly. \Ve were rhcn rrcatcd ro a tour of the extensive und~rgruund cellar, and a 

ta, te or two of wines. All very civilised! 
Next day, a tour through che mo untains, v ia Mc Ken:ie Falls, Zumstc ins and Brimpaen to the historic Glenbla HomesLcad fo r yer annchcr superb 

lunch, during which the wines flowed. The observarion run wns well subscribed. 
At the farewell dinne r b.ick ,,l Lhe Koobhurra Resraurant a t Halls Gap. our chairman thanked everyone involved, read the apologies and spoke 

of fucure ev~m,. The prize for the Observation run was presented to Lhose very clever Walke rs, with rhc clever Dic k's coming a very close secund. 

A nothe r wonderful rally, a \'cry happy group, wonderful food, a magnificent venue and fabulous motor cars. Thank you ewtyone. 

Silver Gh05ts ac the 1996 Grmnpians Rally. From lefi- BCE (Poland). 76JG (Ely). 22NK Uohns) and 1997 Oones) 
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Kerry Wherry 

Grnmpians Rally group ac c/ie Colonial Mucel, Halls GaJ, Phow by Gil Ralpli 

Rex and Norah Vincent's Silver Ghosc ( l 23EM) at Sc Albans on its firsc oming for five years 
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Bill & Jacqui Hall's 1922 Silver Ghost (4PG) The Barkercoachwm·k may pre-date the clia.ssis 

The Weirs on w11r at Bcrremans 

Ken & Judy Rwsell arrive ar Batemans Bay in good old American sryle 

An approprime place w park m11.se111n pieces. From left - 1958, 22NK, 3 J HL, J03EM & 1520 
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BATEMANS BAY 
SPRING TOUR 

I 1-14 October 1996 

Barrie anJ I left early in our Pll to attend this tour and with some others from New South Wales, met ior lunch at The Silos, just south oi Berry. 

Many oi us had been there on a previous 20-Ghost weekend and remembered too late that it is a hmJ p!,,ce lO dwg oneself away from. However 

we still had some 80 miles ro go ro Baremans Bay. bur we a ll made ir ro the Lincoln Downs Resort in time to meet a t rhe har. Only Judy and Ken 
Russell, with ryre trouble, were la te - arriving when we were half-way through dinner. 

Bill and Jacqui Hall rode with us next day to Braidwood, where we rook the advice of the tou r _gu ide and visited Mutton's General Srore. lr 
stocked everything including rhe kitchen sink. The only possible thing lacking was a pickle barrel like rhey have in American country stores. We 

then had a tour of the Braidwood Museum which contained some very interesting transport pictures and paraphernalia. 

We were served lunch at Bedervale, a lovely old country house just outside BraiJwoml. It is still a family home bur many parts of the house, 

such as the original kitooen and schoolroom are presente<l as they would have been when the hou,e was first built last century. Our cars looked 

quite at home parked on the rront lawn. 
\Y/e were able to wa lk lO the dinner venue d tat night. Jamieson', o n the Pier, a.1 the name suggeHs, i, un the water. ll wa, a little cooler than 

we had ,mticipatcd bu r t he braziers arou nd u~ on rhe Jeck where we ate made ,r quite comfnrtable. Best of all, t he r~wuranr provided a counesy 

bus to rake us hack ro Lincoln Downs. 
Next day we headed south via the coast road to Moruya, stopping ar McConkeys Pub in Bodalla for morning beer. Evidently rhe pub had opened 

specially for us this Sunday. The locals could nor believe their luck! Coincidentally. Barrie Gilling's cousin Ian runs the Malibu Mexican 

restaurant next dour which is worth a look, particularly if you are an old surfie. On to N arooma and, when we drove in to the Golf Club, we found 

Rex and Nora waiting for u;. They were on their way back from spending the previous week at a trade fair in Melbourne. We lunched at the 
Seahorse Restaurant in the Narooma Gulf Club which ha, spectacular ocean views; they also served spectacular seafood platter,. '$.I e seemeJ 

hardly co make a denr on rhe ones a t our talil<!. 
The purpose of going on ro Marooma was ro go ro whale warching on and around Montague Island. Not being a hoar person I chickened out 

and Barrie was kind enough to stay with me, although the boat trip was a huge success. 

Thanks to Liz and John Milverron for organising yet another stunning ZO-Ghost tour. 

Mar~arct Gillings 

Bateman's Bay Phmographs on pre,lious pages 

C 
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Austwlia11 Clwirman's Christmas cake! 
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CAMDEN PARK, NSW - CHRISTMAS LUNCH 
1 December 1996 

The day dawnetl fme for the Ausrralian chapter C hristmas lunch a t Camden Pmk at Menangle. New Somh \Va les, the historic home of John and 

Elizabeth MacArLhur. 

A delightful picnic lunch on the fronr lawn looki11g back al the house was followed by a derailed tour ,1f the o ld residence. It was fascinating co 
see rhe original cellars and fond preparation areas. Australian Chaimrnn Malcolm Johns provided an c.xcdlcnt Christmas cake, which everyone 

enjoyed with a glass of the appropriare Christmas cheer. 

Rex Vincent 

Picnicfineup - GGR45. /02SC, 22NK, 125AU. 127B\V, 2133, 1491, 147GN 

22NK looks at home 
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Technical Corner: 'RECENT' AUTOMOBILE PATENTS 
These patents from The Automobile Engineer, publish ed in 1910 & 1911 were supplied by member Bryan Goodman. 

P ropeller Shaft Construction. 
In this construction a torque tube ,s used wh,ch is connected to 

the car frame by a universal ball joim. the torque tube 
rransmitting the axle thrust to the frame. The prnpeller shaft lS 

divided into two pan s, the rem p,1n 
being mounted into a ball bearing 
close to the bevel pinion at the one 
end and m a similar bearing ar rhc 

centre of the rorquc i't,he. The from 
pa rt 1)f the propeller shaft is 

an ached to rhe rear part by a joint 
which allows a small amount of 
freedom of movement am.I 1s 
attached to the main universal 
joint. T he front sh;1fr length 1s 
consequently noc supported in 
bearings of its own , and floars 
between the main universal joint 
and the rear propeller shaft part 
which, however, is supportd by the 
beanngs mentioned al both ends. 
Consequemly the propeller shart is 

J 
relieved of all stresses due to errors oi alignment an<l spring. 
The invention also includes a special form of ball jotnl casing 
attaching Lhe Lorque LUbe to Lhe ma111 frame. 

No. 25.485/10. F. H. Royce and Rolls-Royce, Lrd. 

Spring Suspension 
!t "ill be remembered chat in the Rolls-Royce cars the springs 
take no part of the axle torque or Jriving stresses. In d,e 
construction illustrated a single flaL, inverted and laminated, 
spring is used at each s ide, being shackled at the front t() rhe 
frame and fi xed ar rhe cenrre to a block A by means of the 
usual spring staples. The block Ls free to swivel on a pin and the 
rear end of the spring can slide on a roller B, which connects a 

pair of links depending from the axle. The extreme edge of the 
spring is provided with a stop at C. to prevent the spring from 
sliding out of the links. 

F. H. Royce ,md Rolls-Royce, Ltd. No. 13516/1 I. 
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To Reduce Engine Vibration. 
Th,, invention rdates to cite moun ung of comb111ed gear 
wheels and flywheds , both res,liently and frictionally, on the 
shafr. so thar vibrations are Jarnped our and nc,r transmitted ro 

or from the half-speed gearing. The crank shaft has keyed ro ir 
a slee"e A, which is flanged radially and concentrically as 
shown ar DCD. The parr D is provided with anti-friction 
surfaces and is gripped by the twin flywheels E. which are 
bolted together by the bolts illustrated. These bolts act through 
spnngs, so that the gripping effect may be easily varid by 
adjusLing the bolt,. The fly whed, are d,crefore free to s lide 
relatively to the flange D fixed Lo the crank shaft. as soon as the 
angula r axial acceler~t ion of the cnrnk shaft about its axis rises 
above a predetermined limir. Thus the friction between the 
flywheel faces and the flange D absorbs some of the energy of 
the resulting vibrations, and their amplitude anJ vhilence are 
reducetl. The specifirntion state" that the limll refem:,tl to is 
not reached by che a11gubr acceleration, which is ,lue LO 
nonnal l,1ad, hut i, nnly arri"ed ar when the crank shaft is 

subject to an angular vibration about irs axis. The sleeve parr C 
has keyed r ir a ring provided with internal projections between 

which and the external projections on the gear wheel G lie 
springs. The springs a re so stiff as not to yield under norrnal 
load, but will allow the crnnk shaft to vibratt relatively about 
its axis wi1hin cerrain limits without transmitting these 
vibrntions to the gear wheel. 

No. 9262/1 l. F. H. Royce and Rolls Royce, Limited. 

RECENT NEW MEMBERS 
We welcome: 

John Asquith, Maidenhead, Berkshire 

1930 20 25 Hooper Limousine GSR41 
Jnhn & Pamela Bishop, Kingsbridgc, Devon 

1925 Springfield Silver Ghost Brewsrer Phaewn S392RK 
Geoffrey & April Boscoe, Dover Heights, NSW, Australia 

1936 26/30 HJ Mullinm Sporrs Saloon GGM I 0 
David Collins, Wellington, New Zealand 

1922 20 Coupe GA69 
Keith & Robyn Drew, Neutral Bay, NSW, Australia 

1925 Spri11g{ieW Silver Ghosc Salamanca S242PK 
William & focqui Hall, Killam, NSW, Australia 

1922 Silver Ghost /3arker OJien Drit1e Limousine 4PG 
Bryan & Sheilah Harper, Berwick, Victoria, Ausrra lia 

1923 Sih,er Ghost Tourer 65LK 
David & Judy Heuzenroeder. Tanunda, South Australia 

1921 Silver Ghosr HJ M1tlliner Tourer 143AG 
Michael & Jill Hughes, Beaconsf,eld, Bucks 

192 1 Silver Ghost Park Ward All-weather To11rer 33LG 
1924 20 l3arker Docrors Cou{)e GHK76 

Graham & Barbara Jones. Henley on Thames, Oxon 
1929 Phanrorn II Park Ward Lm,oHsme 41Xl 

Brian & Maria Jones, Weybridge, Surrey 
1925 20 Barker Tourer GSK26 

Paul Knill-Jones, Peterchurch, Hereford 
1920 Silver Ghost Cltassis I 6 U E 

Malcolm & Josie Law, Hornchurch, fasex 
1928 Phanton 1 Boor Tail Tourer 25CL 
1933 20/25 Hooper Six Ughr limousine GYZ5 

John & Jeanne Matheson, Vaucluse, NSW, Ausrralia 
1921 Siluer Ghost Wa,ing Tourer 9LG 

Tony & Gloria Mayes, Wargrave, Berkshire 
1935 Phantom II 1-U M1tlliner Sedanca de Ville 12 lT A 

Bruce & Philomena Mcilroy, Ashburton, New Zealand 
1937 Phantom Ill Hooper Sports Limou.sindCM57 

Louis & Susan Mostert, Perth, Western Australia 
192 4 Silver Ghost Barker Cabriolet 69EM 

Everett Pau ls, Galveston, Texas, USA 
1914 Siluer Ghost Chassis 7Pl3 
1923 Springfield Silver Ghost Playboy Roadster 355XH 

Christopher & Elspech Thomas, Huntingdon. Cambs 
1914 Sil11er Ghost Tourer 25BO 

Robert & Glenys Walker, Daylesford, Victoria, Australia 
1920 Silver Ghost Tourer 154BW 

Malcolm W h itehead, Hammersmirh, London 
19 20 Sil,,er Ghost Dunske Karossen Drotil,ead Coupe 

The Springfield Silver Ghost ( 154/30) of Amr-ralian members David & Judy Heuzenroeder 
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GET IN & GO- 1997 
Once again, a large number of Get ln & Go evenrs are planned for this yea r. As before, some of these evems need nm be 
committed to a long time in advance, but a call to the co-ordinator is appreciated as all the event, need lunch pre-arranged, 
tickets hooked or parking or route instrucmms ,1rranged. Please do get in touch. Remember, jusr go to your favourite reii/ mNor 
car, polish the radiator, kick the tyre,, check the fuel anJ oil, tightt!n the mascot, put on your motoring hat, then - GET I. & 
Go! 

It you ha\'c a fa\'ourite ,·enue not on this li,c. make a nnte uf it fo r your future GET IN & GO location. 

Day Date Location Details Contact 

Wednesday 17 March St Pamck's Day Puh Meer, Sran 1hc sta«m \\•11h coffee di the forrests and a run 1hmugh quiet Sll'tlC F1) ITC!1l 

Surrey Surrey lnnc, along a r,,11tc you will be given to a pub vou will cnjny! 0 1428 684208 

Meer .11 the ;\foar 11,,u,c, 1hcn drive tn along the lanes ro the renowned 
·1 uc,day 16 Apnl ;\fotonng Down m Bottle & Glass Puh ncM 1 lenlcy. After lunch, urive up onto the John Kennedy 

Berbhirc Bcrbhirc Downs, ~nding a t Ashdown l lnuse, a National T ru,t pmperty 0 134-18830~3 
near Larnhc>urnc. 

f-riday 1.3 June Pub meer ncn r Ahhn1p Rc11de:v1,u, prior to R-REC Annual Rally An;111 W,x>tl<>n 

0 1747 8 30394 

Cnmc 10 rhc t1m day ,,f the Royal Ascot meeting. We park rhc Cluh 
TuesJa1 17Ju11e Royal Ascot car, r,,i;crhcr 111 C.1r P.irk 7 in rhe cemre 1,f the racecourse which has John Kennedy 

plenty of green mown 1;olf links and is 6111 a shore traffic free w,dk w the 0 1344 883033 
r->yal Enclosure anJ Tattcrsall's. A rrive ar rhe cour,e about IC.JO to 
avoid trnffic 11ueuc,. Note chat advance purchase nf parking t ickets,, 
r,~4..•nual, ,;1 ... ;Hl.' K._._.,y,tl l:.ndosure or Tattersall's Encln.s.11rc Vt'H1chc.r:--. 

Saturday 21 June Cirencester Cotswold Meet at rhc &:ll l11n, S,lJ'l'Crt<>n, 111,t off the A4 I 9 Circnccstcr ro Stroud j,,l111 & K;iy :-..t,11,h 
Circuit, r,,aJ. Airer lunch, r,,ur through some beautiful parts of the CNsw0lJs. 013 4 273061 

Gloucestersh1rc Details ,11 B&Bs als.1 ,l\"ailahle for rh,,se aui!nding the cc,11cours next 
dav. 

\'i/cJncsday 2 July C hiltern Cru,,ing. Meet fur lunch at 12. m><>n at one of England's nldesr inns, the Ro1·.1l licrva,c h . .1~ter 
Bcarnnsficld, Bue ks Stan,lard ,,r England at ~ortv Green, Beaconsficld. An aftcrn,,on t,)11r 1n 01-!94 87-1566 

rhe Ch1hcm ends with a \"bit w Chenies Manc,r. 

Meet tor lunch :u rhc Rull & n111cher Inn at T urville, nestled m the Grahnm & J.inc 
Wcdncsdnv 6 /\ugus1 Pub Meet 111 tlu: Chiltern, Chiltern Hills norrh d l lcnlcy. followed by a 30 mile ,ccnic tour v1>1 a Ashley-Can er 

ford, e11J111g al The Mannr Hnusc, Ncwingrnn, where Jane A,hley- 01865 891276 
Caner will provide aftern,,on tea co fortify you for rhe journey home. 

Meer fnr mom111g cnflcc i,t the Swan Inn, Alton where you will receive 
Wcdnesd"y 20 August History in Hampsh,re route dernils fo, ;1 sh,, n scenic tour tL> the Selbourne Arms for lunch, Grahnm Adalll, 

then visit G ilhcrr White', house and the Oace,, Museum. 014s9 s1m, 
(Remember, Lawrence Oares went with Scmr to the Antarcuc) . 
"You mc1y be ~umc tin1c". 

S"tur,lay 6 September Sussex Navigation Test Meer a t the forrcst's H11u,c in Chiddingfold on A283, between 10.00 Su,ic h 1rrcst 
nnd 10.30 f,>r c,ifi'ee, where you will receive yuur instructions. 01428 684208 

Sundny 7 September Carriage Driving \Y/c have hcen invited 1n return ringside for dliS excitmJ; event. O n J<ihn & Kny Marsh 
\Y/mdsor Great Park AJ32 just south of Windsor. 01384 27306 1 

Meet at 10.00 at the Wooctons, Broadmcad Farm, West Knoylc, Bnan &Jo 
Sunuay 5 October A Mere Meander W1h, hire. Deta16 will be supplied of a touring rourc ro rhe lunch ,top at Wootwn 

rhc Ship ! Intel, Mere, before a visit to Stourhead Gardens & l lnu<e. 0 17-17 810394 

We u:011ld be most grateful if member, would send to Sime Forres! any photos mal comme111s mi an) of these e,,e,m fen- 1~1ssible s11bseqwn1 mchmon tn rh,, R~corJ 
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Events Calendar 1997 
ACM & Winter Dinner, Cnledonian C lub 

Australian National Rally - Southern I hghlands NSW 

Driving Tem & Spring Lunch - Brooklands 

Ghosts for Gals 

lnsh Georgian UK Tour - Norrhumh.!rlanJ 

FeeJer Rally to Sco1tish Tour 

Scnuish 1907 R~•enactmem (with R-REC & SGA) 

Silver Ghost 90th Anniver,ary - Derby (with R-REC & SGA) 

Australia Wimer Tour & Lunc henn - Lilianfels, Blue Mountains, NSW 

Summer Picn1c, Polo & Cc>1Kt•urs - C irenceter 

31 January 

21-26 f-ehrunry 

27 April 

9-10 May 

23-26 May 

27-3 1 May 

1- 10 June 

ll -12 June 

14 July 

22 June 

5 Octoher Dandenongs Spnng Tour, Vic1ori,1, Austrnlia 

Numcrnu, one-day mini-events ~re also planned - sec GET l N & GO derails 

Beyond 1997 
ACM & Winter Dinner, C nledcmmn Club 

Ta~mania Tour, Au:>trali(l 

Australian G rand Prix l,.ip of Honour - Melbourne 

:--lorway Tour 

Trophy Winners 
1996 

A lpine: 

Wood manse: 

Harding-Rolls: 

Stanley Sears: 

Fred & Joan Watson : 

Messervy: 

Dymock-Maunsell: 

Fergusson-Wood: 

Phoenix: 

Ladies: 

Grahamc Mead 
David Robson 

Michael McRobert 

Grah am Adams 

Michael Ken t 

Michael H ilditch 

Andrew Taylor 
Tony Dyas 

Jimmy Soens 

Nigel Hughes 

Car Badges 

6 f-chrunry I 998 

20 February• J March I 998 

8 March 1998 

June 1998 

Club Shop 

Have you got your Club car badge in nickel with red 
enamel. £25 each. 

Club T ies 
Pure silk ties with red Club logo. Unique collectors item! 
Made using specinlly trained silkworms! Only .C IS each. 

Tyres 
Tyres for Silver Ghosts avaibblc at ve1y keen prices. Many 
other sizes also available . Order now and savt! yourself 
some money as well. 

Back Copies of the Record 
All recent editions and some early editions also still 
available. £2.50 each. 

ALI above items available from the H o n orary Secretary 

Ou.iside re,,r cover 
Pause w admire the view (ar1tl le1 r/1e cars cool duwn) on tlte steep 

nm w rlie Carrick summit. The large Lt1ke Dunsum in rhe 
background is formed from the waters of uie Clyde dam. 

Photo lry Keirh \Vilson 




