


Sources for the research of the histories of pre-War R-R Motor Cars

Magazines, periodicals and directories of members and their cars
1. 20-GC Newsletter, Record, News & Record, Gazette 
2. RREC Bulletin
3. RROC Flying Lady
4. RROCA Praeclarum
5. SGA The Silver Ghost Tourer
6. The Roycean, Tom Clarke & Will Morrison – Five issues, 2010-2015
7. RREC The Silver Ghost- Six issues, Spring 2016-Summer 2019
8. Online subscription to digitised full run of The Autocar but sadly now suspended, although hard copies are available at the Hunt House – see below
9. Jeremy Bacon's magazine Rolls-Royce Owner 1963-65
10. Rolls-Royce News newspaper 1951 until 1980s
11. The Automobile magazine which started in 1982 
 
Books written by researchers and experts – expurgated list
1. Those Elegant Rolls-Royce, Lawrence Dalton, 1967
2. Coachwork on Rolls-Royce 1906-1939, Lawrence Dalton, 1975
3. Rolls-Royce in America, John Webb de Campi, 1975
4. The Rolls-Royce Twenty, John Fasal, 1979 
5. The Rolls-Royce Phantom II Continental, Raymond Gentile, 1980
6. Rolls-Royce Wraith, Tom Clarke, 1986
7. Car Numbers 1986, Noel Woodall, 1986
8. Rolls-Royce The Derby Phantoms, Lawrence Dalton, 1991
9. The Edwardian Rolls-Royce, John Fasal & Bryan Goodman, 1994
10. The Rolls-Royce 20/25 H.P., Tom Clarke and Bernard King, 1997
11. Rolls-Royce 25/30 H.P. and Wraith, Bernard King, 1998
12. Rolls-Royce and Bentley in The Sunburnt Country, Tom Clarke & David Neely, 1999
13. A History of Motor Vehicle Registration in the United Kingdom by LH Newall, 1999 (revised edition 2008)
14. The Rolls-Royce Phantom II and Phantom III, Nick Whitaker & Steve Stuckey, 2000
15. Rolls-Royce and Bentley - In The Rear-View Mirror A History of the Rolls-Royce Owner's Club of Australia, David Neely, 2004
16. The Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost, David Forward, 2007
17. The Spectre Arises: The Story of the Phantom III, The Ultimate pre-War Rolls-Royce, Steve Stuckey, 2015
18. Rolls-Royce Phantom II Continental, Andre Blaize, 2017
19. The 20-Ghost Club – The Oldest Rolls-Royce Club in the World 1949-2019, John Stuttard, 2019
20. Park Ward The Innovative Coachbuilders 1919-1939, Malcolm Tucker, 2020
21. The Vintage Silver Ghost, Steve Hubbard, 2021
22. Russia and Rolls-Royce – The First 25 Years, John Stuttard and Maxim Kartashev, 2021 and 2022
 
The Hunt House (RREC and SHRMF)
1. Original R-R Chassis Cards (sales card, despatch/history card, build sheets)
2. Original R-R Guarantee Book
3. The Rolls-Royce Conduit Street customer card index
4. Paddon Brothers files (containing details of the cars which they sold/serviced and which Phil Paddon made notes about)
5. Jack Barclay records (cars sold from 1931 onwards)
6. Post-1930 Jack Barclay negatives from Todd-White
7. Windovers albums (two volumes of all the cars they sold)
8. HJ Mulliner full sheets on each body (comprehensive records of their coachwork)
9. Park Ward finishing sheets much briefer pages compared to HJM's
10. Hooper bodies (copies of Science Museum records) 
11. Crosbie & Dunn box of records
12. Rippon Bros material: glass plates, drawings, sketches
13. Rolls-Royce Ltd – a huge number of negatives
14. Shane Chichester files
15. Some Flewitt files
16. The Automobile magazine – hard copies from 1982 (in the Baines Wing)
17. Several hundred auction catalogues (in the Baines Wing)
18. Research requests to: Abbie Johnson, Records Administrator, RREC: records@rrec.org.uk 
19. Glass’s Index of Registration 1929-1965 (published in 1965 by Glass’s Guide Service Ltd) available on the RREC Forum: https://forum.rrec.org.uk/ 
20. Car Registration and Number Plates 1903 to 2003 (published in 2003 by the Chiltern Preservation Group) available on the RREC Forum: https://forum.rrec.org.uk/  
21. Kithead Trust & Transport Archive, for registrations: https://forum.rrec.org.uk/viewtopic.php?f=28&t=12137 with link to https://kitheadtrust.org.uk/ 

Rolls-Royce Foundation, Mechanicsburg, PA
1. R-R Springfield sales and build records
2. R-R Springfield cars first and subsequent owners’ records
3. A few American coachbuilders’ records
4. Information about Derby built cars which have spent time in the US
5. Photos of cars
6. Correspondence with American owners over the years 
7. The Collier Collection in Florida, known as the Revs Institute, has the late Peter Richley’s library, part of Karl Ludvigsen’s, and a huge photographic archive https://revsinstitute.org/ and https://exhibits.stanford.edu/automobility
8. Research requests to: Sarah Holibaugh, Research Librarian and Archivist, Rolls-Royce Foundation: RRF Museum Museum@rollsroycefoundation.org 

Denver Public Library
1. Hooper records and photos
2. D Cameron Peck Collection
3. Research requests to:  Mark Bowden, Coordinator Special Collections, Burton Historical Collection, Detroit Public Library National Automotive Historical Collection nahc@detroitpubliclibrary.org 

Science Museum, London
1. Hooper records and photos
2. Photos of R-R cars circa 1922
3. Royce Ltd chassis drawings 1905
4. Small amount of early Barker
5. Thrupp & Maberly and Freestone & Webb ledgers given by Lawrie Dalton
6. Research requests to: John Underwood, Library Collections Manager, john.underwood@ScienceMuseum.ac.uk; Justin Hobson, Image Licensing Executive, Justin.Hobson@ScienceMuseum.ac.uk 
7. https://www.scienceandsociety.co.uk/Index.asp?clientinfo=0&image=&txtkeys1=&btnshow.x=&btnshow=&lstpasteboards 
 
Science Museum, Manchester
1. Joseph Cockshoot records
2. Photos of R-R cars
 
Sir Henry Royce Foundation of Australia
1. Original vehicle service records from Sydney (York Motors), Victoria ( Kellow-Falkiner) and South Australia (Vin Kean)
2. A variety of documents and photographs 
3. Research requests to: enquiries@henryroycefoundation.com, handled by Jeanne Eve, Trustee SHRF-Australia

New Zealand Rolls-Royce & Bentley Club
1. A variety of records and photographs
2. Research requests to: The President, Simon Longuet-Higgins, Auckland, simon.longuet.higgins@gmail.com

The National Motor Museum
1. Around 1.4 million photographs (some Rolls-Royce, some scanned/digitalised) 
2. Original sales literature/brochures (including Rolls-Royce) from 1906 onwards
3. Vanden Plas order books covering the period 1919-23 and 1926-33 (with gaps)
4. Research and photos requests to Motoring Research Service motoring.library@beaulieu.co.uk  Photographic enquiries to motoring.pictures@beaulieu.co.uk 

Sources of information about UK coachmakers (per Tom Clarke, with additions)
1. Abbott: Records with Farnham Museum. See Classic & Sports Car June 1987 p.91. Also, information from The Abbott Newsletter and its editor, Len Huff, who may be consulted. E-mail: coachbuiltbyabbott@hotmail.co.uk  
2. Alban Crofts: Early records and photos with Crofts family (see The Automobile Sept. 1990 p.45).
3. Arthur Mulliner: Some records survive at Lamport Hall Museum I believe. Cars sold 1923-30 plus accounts in Northampton Record Office. One album at the Hunt House
4. Barker: Ledgers 1797 to 1907 (originals and on microfilm) at Science Museum library, London. Arranged alphabetically by owner with descriptions and repairs. Under their INV 1942-47 accession there are: box with a few Phantom II & III and other model photos (ten) as well as some 200 drawings, 6 General Arrangement drawings, 4 colour drawings, and an album, part of main Barker archive, in Science Museum library. An 1835-1905 volume, and records for 1908-1948 arranged by owner (and from the 1920s giving body number) at Coventry City Record Office, Mandela House, Bayley Lane, Coventry CV1 5RG tel 01203-832418. Accession no. 1356.
5. Beadle: Photos in Modern Records Centre, Univ. of Warwick.
6. Blake: Liverpool
7. Brewster. New York Public Library
8. Burlington: Financial records at Coventry City Record Office.
Caffyns: Some records in Modern Records Centre, Univ. of Warwick. And some with Caffyns in Eastbourne.
9. Cann: Wonderful pre 1918 album known.
Coachcraft: Known as Arrow up to May 1934, 93 Boston Rd., W.7. Records and some drawings held by John O. Dyson. Photocopies in Hunt House. Science Museum, London, has Rolls-Royce records (ex-Lawrie Dalton) at MS2109
10. Cockshoot: Many photos, and some records, at Museum of Science and Industry archives, Liverpool Rd., Castlefield, Manchester. The Roy Brooks MSc thesis contains a list by order number.
11. Crosbie & Dunn: Album(s) with Hunt House.
12. Dottridge Bros.: 1939-64 records at Hackney Archives Dept., 43 Debeavoir Rd., London N1 5SQ tel 0207-241-2886
13. J. H. Easter & Son: Foden News No. 122 Dec. 1967 p.22 refers to Walter Easter, son of founder, having the original day book for the company. Easter were still in their original mews in 1967. Records at BDC
14. Flewitt: Album sold at auction not long ago, now at Hunt House.
15. Freestone & Webb: Records with late Lawrie Dalton, then to Science Museum (at MS2109).
16. J. Fuller & Co.: Records in Bristol Record Office.
17. S. & A. Fuller: Bath, in local record office?
18. Grose: Photos held by John Grose at Ford Garage, Lowestoft; records at Northants. Record Office; and Alan Burman, 32 Coaching Walk, Westone, Northampton. Not John Grose Ltd., Ipswich.
19. Grosvenor: some albums and drawings at Beaulieu. 
20. Gurney Nutting: Some drawings were found amongst James Young collection after transfer to Hunt House. Small notebook ‘Ledger’ at Beaulieu. 
21. Hall Lewis: Judging by many surviving photos material might survive, perhaps in the Leyland Group archives somewhere.
22. Hamshaw: All records at Leicester County Record Office, Long St., Wigston Magna, Leics. LE18 2AH tel 0116 257 1080. Accession 4D61 and DE1518.
23. Hooper: Founded as Adams in 1807. Letter book for 1818-20 in Westminster Record Office (see Flying Lady p.1736). Papers 1854-94 at Westminster Library, archives dept. Descendants (Hooper family) Mr. and Mrs. N. Hooper, Foxhill, Kingsey, Aylesbury, Bucks. HP17 8LZ have carriage material. Main archive in Science Museum library (ledgers, negatives etc). Sales records back to Great War approx. also held, photocopies of these at Hunt House. A list of neg. numbers related to chassis numbers is available. Some memorabilia at Denver Public Library, U.S.A. and beautifully catalogued. All post 1945 car dossiers with Hunt House. Correspondence 1925-33 at Coventry City Record Office. Carriage drawing portfolio, owned by Victor Gauntlett, displayed amongst Worshipful Company of Coach and Coach Harness Makers material at Brooklands Museum. Brian Long wrote a book on Hooper to be published by Dalton Watson many years ago but it failed to materialise. Charles Hyams, recent owner of Hooper, also planned a book.
24. James Young: Dossiers for all post 1945 cars, plus drawings, at Hunt House. Record cards also now acquired ex Kenneth Ball. A large body of colour drawings, photos, and designs was saved from the Young closure and is now in private hands in Manchester.
25. Lancefield: Roy Gaisford has 150 glass negatives. Inaccessible, commercial plans. All sold 2005, two large photo albums to VSCC, others scattered. 17 drawings not yet sold
26. Lawton-Goodman: Some records survived, used by M. Worthington-Williams.
27. George Maddox: Papers in Huntingdon Record Office.
28. Mann Egerton: Small group of early 1920s records with Company archivist Mrs. Marie Lee, 71 Keswick Road, Cringleford, Norwich, NR4 6UQ 01603 451023 who also holds some photo albums. These comprise 1907-20 sales ledger with some chassis numbers shown. Also, some 40/50 Rolls-Royce registrations. Now moved to county record office. Large body of early negatives held in the south of England, available commercially. These negs held by Bryan Goodman 2005, to be sold. Later: albums and registers also held by VSCC
29. Martin Walter: Still trading in Canterbury in 1970s but folded in 1994 (as Dormobile). Records doubtful.
30. Maudslay: 100 photos 1900-20s in Museum of British Road Transport, Coventry.
31. May & Jacobs: Guildford Public Library?
32. Maythorn: A few pages of 1930s body numbers with John Fasal. Papers in Bedfordshire County Record Office.
33. H. J. Mulliner: Car ledgers from about 1937-60s, and drawings, at Hunt House (for his books Lawrie Dalton had numbers back to 1934 but that period now lost). The archive held by A. T. Johnstone was auctioned a few years ago by Onslow’s and is now scattered: nine original albums 1940s-60s now with Stuart Denison in Oldham; Board minutes with Martin Cannell, Southport; other records with M. Ellman-Brown, Kent but W. O. Bentley album passed to BDC; early albums with Chiswick Public library, London; 1960s-70s records at Hunt House. See Onslow auctioneers for full list of items. Science Museum, London, claims to have material at MS2109.
34. Mulliners Ltd.: Some material survives with Wignall family and the Belgrove Collection at Museum of British Road Transport, Coventry. Papers at Modern Records Centre, Univ. of Warwick.
35. Northern Coachbuilders: see PRO BT177/770/1. Note: a search of the companies sequence at the PRO can be done on-line and a quick search reveals many coachbuilding company papers.
36. Offord: The Automobile Sept. 1996 p.8 reported 'family archives' of the Offord family. These were horse-drawn records though stock books were once claimed. 13 Feb 2002: records now recovered for the Hunt House. Some on cars, mostly horse. Some Peters Carriage material. 5 ledgers later found in private hands in the northwest, ultimately to be given to Hunt House.
37. Park Ward: All body books with Hunt House and records 1960s-70s. Drawings also held. Full body records start from body 2474 but brief details go back earlier.
38. Penman: Material might survive with Penman Engineering Ltd., Dumfries, Scotland. Some auctioned in 2002, now with David Card.
39. Rippon: Small group of 1920s Silver Ghost photos in Science Museum library, Accession no. MS1488. Early photos (and negs) plus small ledgers of sales (new and second-hand) and some drawings at the Hunt House. Many glass negs also at Hunt House. Other material at the Tolson Memorial Museum, Ravensknowle Park, Huddersfield. Enquiries to Libraries and Museums Dept., Alexandra Walk, Huddersfield, Yorks. HD1 2SU. Records 1820-1941 at Kirklees  District Archives, Wakefield. Philip Moss in the RREC started a book but now lost sight of – later note, Moss material now with Jonathan Wood. Other stuff with David Maclintock.
40. Salmons: Small group of records with Petts family, Newport Pagnell, all now at Beaulieu. But see also RREC Bulletin 169/11. All Salmons material now scattered (2004) and much held by Dennis Mynard of Norfolk who is writing a book. Some carriage material with Dennis which I sold him. Note that all of Mynard’s material now at Beaulieu.
41. Sanderson & Holmes: Records 1887-1962 at Matlock Record Office.
42. Shinnie: General Register House, Edinburgh
43. Thrupp & Maberly: Ledgers 1934-39 (bodies 5950-6983) + clients addresses in files, ex late Lawrie Dalton at the Science Museum, London (MS2109). Photo albums of T&M at Cricklewood in the Museum of British Road Transport, St. Agnes Lane, Hales St., Coventry CV1 1PN tel 01203-832425.
44. Vanden Plas: All order books and many photos are known. Originally with Fox family. British Motor Industry Heritage Trust at Gaydon have drawings and pre War ledgers. Albums: some at Beaulieu (very early, family and not formal photos), some at BDC, other albums auctioned. Beaulieu have all ledgers except ca 1928-30 which is at Gaydon (smaller format)
45. Vincents of Reading: Reading Museum and Berkshire County Record Office have little. A scrapbook of press cuttings, and a photo album with Silver Wraith WTA40.
46. Weymann: Metro-Cammell-Weymann rail records 1868-1940 are with the Birmingham Central Library. A Weymann specialist is G. Jones, Ty'n-y-caeau, Coychurch, Bridgend, Glamorgan CF35 6AD tel 01656-660558. Body ledger for no.133 Nov. 1926 to end (1932), photocopy only, is in private hands.
47. Windovers: Early ledgers, ex Henlys, covering 1916-34 now at the Sir Henry Royce Memorial Foundation. 1935-48 body ledger with Glyn Morris in the U.S. 1912 catalogue and photos at Huntingdon Record Office.
48. Woodall-Nicholson: Job book survives with Ivor Aspinall, Halifax. 5 photo albums 1880s-1980s at Calderdale Museum Service, Halifax





